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The poetic text Latd’ef fi al-Usul is the oldest surviving versified Persian
encyclopaedia that was composed by Mohammad b. Mohammad Marginani,
known by the title of Sams-e Dabiran, in 147 AH/ YY4VY CE. It comprises Y44V
verses in the metre of Hazaj-e Mosaddas-e Mahzhuf. The main subjects that are
covered in this work are principles of faith (including divine attributes, the
theism of theosophical and pantheistic varieties, proofs of prophecy, scriptural
miracles, etc.) and principles of poetry (including rhetorical figures, prosody
and rhyme). The poet, who was among the literary and Sunni religious scholars
of Transoxiana, composed his poetic work after a ten-year stay in Anatolia in
his old age in order to guide his children. He dedicated it to the powerful
llkhanid vizier, Sadr al-Din Ahmad Xalediye Zanjani, also known as Sadr-e
Jahan (d. Rajab 14Y/ April-May YYAA). In addition to introducing the work and
its author, the present article focuses on identifying the author's sources in the
chapter “Principles of Poetry”, and makes a comprehensive comparison
between the topics considered in this chapter and those of similar older works
such as Hada’eq al-Sehr fi Daqa’eiq al-Se’r by Rasid al-Din Watwat, al-
Mo’jam fi Ma’ayir a§’ar al-’ajam by Sams Qeys Razi, Me'yar al-A§’ar by
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi and Orézat al-’Aruziyyin by Jamal al-Din Mohammad
Qarassi. It has been demonstrated that the author of Lata’ef did not make use of
al-Mo’jam and Me’yar al-A§’ar, and for this reason, that is, because of its
independence from these two pioneering works in explaining Persian prosody
and rhyme, Laté’ef is one of the significant sources in this subject matter. In the
section on rhetorical figures, the single source of Marqinani was Hada’eq al-
Sehr fi Daga’eiq al-Se’r by Rasid al-Din Watwat.
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