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Abstract
1. Introduction

Preface writing is a long-standing tradition in the history of Persian
literature and has a life as long as the life of prose writing and a
background as old as literary and historical texts. In each period, the
prefaces to Persian prose texts have relatively unique features in terms
of linguistic, conceptual and thematic structure, which makes them
different from the prefaces of other texts. As a result, the course of
literary evolution in different periods can be clearly observed in the
text of prefaces. History-writing and tazkirah-writing of the Safavid
era include an important stage of the cultural life of the Iranian people,
and the Safavid era is considered as one of the most important periods
of history-writing and tazkirah-writing. In terms of the number of
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history sources, this period is considered one of the richest periods in
the history of Iran up to its time. Also, this period follows the Timurid
era, and many tazkirahs were written in Iran and India during this era.

2. Methodology

In this study, relying on history books and tazkirahs, an attempt is
made to examine the structure and content of the prefaces of the prose
texts of the Safavid era. For this purpose, from among the historical
books of this period, the prefaces of the books Habib-al-Sir, Ahsan-al-
Tavarikh, Tarikh Alam-arai Abbasi, Tarikh Fereshteh, Lob-o-
Tavarikh, and Abbas-nameh, and from among tazkirahs, the preface of
the Tohfa Sami’s Tazkirah , Haft Eqlim, Kholasat-ol-Ash’aar va
Zubdat-ol-Afkaar, Nasrabadi's Tazkire, and Arafat-ol-Asheqin will be
examined. The main issue of this research is to examine the
constituent elements of prefaces and to represent the effect of the topic
of the works under review on the structure of their prefaces.
Comparing the structure of prefaces and explaining their points of
commonality and difference is another issue that will be reviewed in
this study.

3. Discussion
The first pillar of every preface is the praise of God. For this purpose,

historians have first mentioned the glory and might of God. The
writers of tazkiahes have enumerated the attributes of divine beauty
and glory as a basis for praising God. Authors of tazkirahs have
elaborated words in praise of God more than historians and have
spoken about this in detail. Their tendency to beautify words and
literary expression is also more, and references to verses and hadiths
in the prefaces of tazkirahs are far more than in the prefaces of history
books. The opening speech in the preface of tazkirahs is also like
history books, using Persian and Arabic poems, verses of the Quran
and prayers; however, considering the literary dimension of tazkirahs,
the authors have used Persian and Arabic verses more.
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In all prefaces, after the praise of God, names of Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH) and Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), especially Ali (PBUH)
have been mentioned, and the authors have followed the same
approach in processing the contents. One of the distinguishing aspects
of the prefaces of Safavid era from earlier periods is the expression of
devotion to the Ahl al-Bayt. The expression of Ahl al-Bayt virtues and
honoring the Imams in the preface of the studied works is a reference
to the religious changes made by Shah Ismail and the announcement
of Twelver Shiism as the official religion by the Safavid government.

From the end of the 4th century of Hijri, the phrase "but now" (W&
=) entered Persian prose and continued in the following centuries. In
the 9th and 10th centuries of Hijri, the use of the phrase "but now", as
a spacing phrase that separates the preface from the rest of the text, in
the preface of Persian texts reaches its peak; in most of the analyzed
prefaces, the preface is separated from the main body of the preface
with the phrase "but later". According to the preface tradition,
referring to the king of the time and praising him, which is mainly
written at his command or as an offer to him, is considered as one of
the main pillars of prefaces. Except for the preface of "Lob-o-
Tawarikh", the examined prefaces have addressed their introduction in
brief and some in detail, and they have followed the same procedure
in their introduction. The authors have introduced themselves mainly
after the final word and sometimes after the praise of Mamdouh. In
most of the reviewed prefaces, the authorship of the book is
mentioned. In the prefaces of the history books, the "request of the
king and Mamdouh" is mentioned as the main reason for writing the
book.

In the preface writing tradition, the date of creation of the work is
mentioned in two ways: sometimes by creating the chronogram and
sometimes by explicitly mentioning the date. In the prefaces of the
examined works, except in one case, the authors explicitly mention the
date of the authorship of the work, and in most cases, they state it by
using Arabic words. The introduction of different parts of the book
and the detailed description of its content include the final part of the
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prefaces. In later periods, the introduction of the sections of the book
was accompanied by more details such as page numbers, and sub-
titles, and a separate section was allocated, entitled “the table of
contents of the book”.

4. Conclusion

In this study, the most important elements of prefaces were
examined. Divine praise is the first pillar of all prefaces, in which
topics such as creation of the world, creation of man, glory and
majesty of God, and the transcendence of knowledge of the Lord of
the worlds beyond human understanding are mentioned. Writing of
this section was accompanied by the authors' extensive use of verses,
hadiths, and poems, with the difference that the owners of tazkirahs
have used more Persian and Arabic poems in this section than
historians. Praise of the Prophet (PBUH) and Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) is
the second topic that appears in the prefaces of the examined texts.
The praise of Imam Ali (AS) and the expression of devotion to the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) due to the spread of Shi'ism in the Safavid era is one
of the special features of the structure of the prefaces of this period.
Historians have paid more attention to this issue compared to tazkirah
writers and have talked about it in detail.
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