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: Abstract

: Pierre Bourdieu, French sociologist, revolutionized the study of sociology
: and culture by introducing social field theory and concepts such as distinction,
: habitus and doxa, whose influence on related theories remains to this day.
: Although he did not directly express his views on urban spaces and architecture,
: this is one of the most important areas in which Bourdieu's concepts can be
: analyzed. The relation between society and culture with urban spaces and
: architecture is an important issue that can be well reflected and analyzed in the
: context of cinema. City and urban architecture have had a close, continuous and
: notable relationship with cinema since the advent of this art. The following
: study, by selecting Asghar Farhadi's latest film "A Hero", as the case study,
: examines how architecture and urban spaces are influencing the film and also
: reflected by it, and uses Pierre Bourdieu's views for analysis. During the analysis
: of this article, the effects of the city of Shiraz, the urban landscape, the houses
: and the culture arising from them, and finally the social fields have been
: discussed. Then, the reflection of sociological concepts in these cases have been
identified This study shows how the city of Shiraz and its urban spaces and
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: various fields such as prison, charities, bazaars has advanced its narrative.
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Bourdieusian analysis of the epresentation of culture and urban spaces in Farhadi’s cinema (Case study: A Hero
movie)

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Cinema is an art that reflects cultural and social
conditions. This reflective nature makes it possible
to analyze cinema as a platform for sociological
research. Considering the realistic style of his
cinema, Asghar Farhadi is considered a suitable
choice for interdisciplinary studies of cinema and
sociology. By paying attention to Asghar Farhadi's
latest film, A Hero, this article seeks to find the
relationship between culture and society with urban
spaces in this film.

3- Results

A Hero is about a man named Rahim who is in
prison due to debt and comes on leave for a while.
This film deals with moral and social challenges on
Rahim's path. Hero takes place in the city of Shiraz,
which has expanded the ability to analyze this film
due to its special cultural conditions and historical
background. The analysis of this article has been
done based on parts of Shiraz city, the urban
landscape, the houses and the culture emerging from
them, and finally the social fields. In the section of
. . L . Shiraz, the unique historical and cultural
The_analy5|s of t_hls article is based on th_e opinions background of Shiraz is mentioned. This
of Pler_re Bourdieu, a French ?Q’OC'OIO.g'St' In_ the background has led to the special characterization of
theorepca}l fr_amework of t.h'S artlc!e, Ple_rre Rahim in the film. Because the rich cultural
Bourdieu's views are described. This section background of Shiraz has caused Rahim's

describes the basic concepts of Bourdieu, field inclination towards art as well as moral decisions.

the?ry, dtlstln_cttlon, Ihzt:\.bltu;.ang ?oxa. Alsoh,_tm tth's Also, the historical archeological site of Nagsh-e
section, he nterrelationship between architecture Rustam in this film has a special function.

and urban spaces with society is described from The urban landscape has discussed the special

%Ourd.lgu S point Ofv,lew‘b_l_ 0 reflect the cl features of Shiraz from the perspective of urban
onsidering cinema's ability to reflect the close planning and analyzed its impact on the film. One of

relz:;1t_|tC)nsth|p bgthen somett);]_ an?_ Icultylie Vl\i'ih the basic characteristics of Shiraz reflected in this
archrtecture and urban space, this articie will Seek to film is the absence of public spaces. Public spaces,

aTr;]glyze howhtr]ls 'g donte b_ase? on Bourdtﬁu fS V'et‘_NS' which are considered suitable places for all kinds of
IS research has been trying to express the function interpersonal interactions, do not exist in the

of urban spaces and architecture in “A Hero™ by reflection of the city of Shiraz in this film. This has
using Bourdieu's theories and applying it to the field been shown as an influential factor in the separation

of ar.chltet_:tqre and l_eran planning and - then of society members from each other. The discussion
examining it in the movie. of houses and the culture arising from them have

been reflected in the film by showing two forms of
2- Methods traditional and modern architecture. Traditional
The methodology of this study is based on the archit_ecture in the film leads to thg feelipg qf
reflective approach. The reflective approach states security and closeness of people. This feeling is

h fl h diti £ society lik derived from the old cultural characteristics that
that art can'Fefiect e conditions of society like a appear in traditional architecture. But modern

mirror placed against reality. According to this architecture represents the separation of people from
approach, every work of art has the ability to display each other and the reduction of feelings such as
social and cultural conditions, according to the time empathy between them. Finally, three fields have
and place of creation of the work, as well as the been identified in “A Hero”. Prison, charities and

bazaars are the fields in the film. Each of these fields

unique characteristics of the work itself. The art of ) > . . - o~
in the film display special and unique characteristics

cinema is one of the arts in which the reflective

. . . . . and values.
approach is especially important. According to this
approach, in this article, cinema has been chosen as 4- Conclusion
the research platform and statistical population. A Hero traces the roots of the culture to the ancient
Also, "A Hero", the last film of Asghar Farhadi, is Iranian era and presents Nagsh-e Rustam as a
the case study in this research. Asghar Farhadi, who representative of this history. The cultural
is considered one of the most successful Iranian characteristics of Shiraz, which arise from its rich

filmmakers, makes his films in a realistic way and in hist_o_ry, have led to the importar}ce .Of findi_ng
positive and good concepts in this film, which

the middle of urban space. This feature of Asghar ultimately caused the desire to be a "hero” in
Farhadi makes it possible to choose his films for Rahim's existence. By showing the deficiencies that
interdisciplinary cinema and sociological analysis. exist in the urban space, Farhadi shows the
impossibility of interaction between people, which
itself leads to further differentiation and separation
between different groups. By depicting two different
Heydari, H., Alasti, A., & Bolkhari Ghahi, H. (2024). Bourdieusian analysis of the epresentation of culture and
urban spaces in Farhadi’s cinema (Case study: A Hero movie). Sociology of Culture and Art, 5 (4), 17-30.



Bourdieusian analysis of the epresentation of culture and urban spaces in Farhadi’s cinema (Case study: A Hero

forms of residential architecture, Farhadi reflects the
impact of house architecture on people's lives in the
movie, and the importance of urban structure is
highlighted once again. Habitus and Doxa in
showing two different forms of traditional and
modern architecture have been clearly reflected in
this film. By showing three social fields, Farhadi has
been able to show the difference and distinction of
the members of these fields. The existence of
different values among members belonging to
different social fields and the way habitus is formed
and the function of doxa can be seen in the
contradictory behavior of people with each other.
Contradictory behavior that can be interpreted as
"right” or "wrong" in a specific context and
situation. Finally, Asghar Farhadi has managed to
portray Rahim's character and his story in the
context of Shiraz, and by this way depicts the story
of his transformation into a hero until the moment of
his fall and destruction. Historical context,
architecture, urban spaces, personality traits of

different people, which are formed depending on the
environment, determine the rise and fall of Rahim.
The said factors establish the unbreakable
connection between the city and the culture and the
result of their power is the image of the creation of
a hero and then the breaking of that hero's image in
A Hero.
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