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Abstract

In this research, the study of gender in Iranian women's international migrations has
been studied in the interpretive paradigm and the qualitative methodology of
Grounded Theory. The data were collected through in-depth interviews with
independent immigrant Iranian women living in Western developed countries, using
snowball sampling. Theoretical saturation was reached after 15 interviews. The core
category was femininity and closure' and the causal conditions governing the core
category were 'patriarchy, women and feelings of insecurity, gender restrictions,
gender stereotypes and social exclusion of women'. The participants' strategy against
the core category was "liberation from institutionalized patriarchy”. The findings show
that the social context and the intervening factors shaped the confrontation between
female agency with male structures in Iran, which influenced women’s migration
strategy. The women migrated to seek more opportunities for their femininity and
self-realization. The research findings indicate that gender as a social and cultural
construct is closely linked to women's migration process.
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Introduction

Iran has witnessed a significant increase in the share of women migrants since 2015.
However, migration studies in Iran, have largely overlooked the growing and
independent participation of women in these movements. This research aims to
answer the following question: what are the conditions and platforms that enable

independent international migration among Iranian women?

Method and data

This study used a qualitative approach and collected data through in-depth interviews
technique and grounded theory techniques. The study participants were Iranian
women who migrated independently and resided in developed Wwestern countries.
The data collection was done using semi-structured in-depth interviews and non-
probability purposive sampling based on the snowball method.

Findings

Through continuous comparison of the data, 523 quotations were extracted. 106
concepts or open codes emerged from these quotations in the open coding stage.
After reviewing the data and comparing the concepts repeatedly, 14 categories were
extracted. These categories were categorized as causal conditions, intervening factors,
background factors, strategy, and consequences in the central and selective coding
stages. The main categories of the research are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: The categories extracted from qualitative data analysis

Core category The main categories The Nature of categories

Patriarchy
Woman and insecurit
2 Casual condition
Gender stereotypes
Gender-based deprivations

Social exclusion of women

the instability of Iran's general
situation
ideological hegemony
. Contextual condition
lack of meritocracy

academic inefficiency

Femininity and closure

immigration network . -,
R . Intervening conditions
University as launch pad

liberation from institutionalized
. Strategy
patriarchy

disembedded and migration Consequence
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Conclusion and Discussion

The findings indicate that female gender, along with economic, political and
ideological categories, as well as dissatisfaction with the administrative system and the
academic institution, influenced the migration and disembedding process of these

women.

In their narratives, most of these independent women migrants to Western
industrialized countries have talked about the prominent role of categories associated
with the female gender in shaping their migration. These categories have been
identified under the headings of patriarchy, women and the sense of insecurity,
gender-related stereotypes, gender-based deprivation and social exclusion of women,
which, together with economic and political instability, ideological hegemony, lack of
meritocracy and dissatisfaction with the institution of the university, motivated these

women to migrate to Western developed countries.

The migration network, as the communication links with abroad, and the
university platform as an environment that introduces people to the outside world
and its facilities and opportunities, also facilitated their migration. In other words, the
confrontation of female agency with male structures under the influence of
background conditions and intervening factors led to the migration of the

participants, which can be called "emergency-based selection” or "forced selection".

Based on the results of this study, to reduce the outflow of women's migration, it
is recommended that political institutions try to weaken the patriarchal system that
dominates the various domains of women's lives. They should also create the
conditions for the participation and recognition of more women in different sectors of

society and reduce the gender gap in the country.
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