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Abstract

Objectives: Today, one of the most important issues of human life is to pay attention to the
environment in which one lives. The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship
between social and cultural capital and environmental responsibility based on the concept
of capital in Bourdieu's thought. Methods: This research was carried out using a survey
method with a statistical population of citizens aged 15 years and older in Yasouj city. Based
on Cochran's formula and the variance calculated from the pre-test with 95% confidence,
323 people were selected as the sample size. The validity of the questionnaire was also
measured by its formal type and reliability using Cronbach's alpha. Results: The research
results showed a significant relationship between social capital and embodied cultural
capital and environmental responsibility. There is no significant relationship between
contextual variables (gender, education, employment status, and marital status) with
environmental responsibility. Structural equation modeling showed that 44% of the
variance of the environmental responsibility variable is explained by the variables of social
capital (with more influence) and cultural capital. Conclusion: Based on the findings of this
research and Bourdieu's theory, the more social and cultural capital citizens have, the
better their environmental responsibility. In the city of Yasouj, due to the commitment to
ethnic and tribal relations and ties, having social capital in the form of social support in
communication networks plays a very effective role in encouraging people to behave in an
environmentally responsible manner. Therefore, in line with the theoretical and practical
training of people in environmentally responsible behavior using citizens, it is suggested to
issue licenses to NGOs in the field of environment with minimal government interference,
holding workshops, conferences, and public gatherings, strengthening communication
bridges between people and responsible organizations in the field of environment,
especially through virtual space, strengthening communication and building trust between
people and non-governmental organizations, including religious institutions, and educating
families through schools.
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1. Introduction

The serious challenge and important
concern of today's societies is the
protection of the environment, which has
shaped human culture and civilization in a
long-standing relationship with man.
Human society is experiencing the
destruction of its environment as a result
of unintentional interference with the
natural cycle, which has become a social
crisis. Biodiversity loss, social, economic,
and political tensions, and declining
quality of life and business are some social
issues that have arisen due to
environmental problems and can extend
to a wider range. The environmental
degradation of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad provinces due to the growth of
urbanization and commercialization of
plant and animal species in recent years
has been an uncontrolled trend. On the
other hand, due to the location of one of
the most important biosphere reserves in
the world, this province is of special
importance in terms of geographical
location. Therefore, considering the
importance of social and cultural capital’s
role in individuals’ activism and
responsible behaviors, this study examines
the relationship between social and
cultural capital and environmental
responsibility among the citizens of Yasu;.

2. Methods

This research was done using the survey
method. The study’s statistical population
consists of citizens aged 15 years and older
in Yasuj between August and September
1400. According to the latest general
census, population and housing in 2016,
the population of Yasuj was 134532 people
(Statistics Center of Iran). Based on
Cochran's formula for a large population
and the variance obtained from the pre-

test (p = 0.7 and q = 0.3) with 95%
confidence, 323 people were determined
as the sample size. In this study, due to the
limitations of the coronavirus epidemic
(COVID-19), the electronic sampling
method was wused. The prepared
questionnaire was inserted into Porsa’s
online system, and its link was provided to
the citizens of Yasuj. The data was
collected in the user interface of the
system. Content validity was used to
evaluate the validity of the research scales,
and Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used
to determine the reliability of the research
instrument. The results showed that all
structures’ coefficients were in the desired
condition (above 0.7). Data were analyzed
using SPSS software at both descriptive
and inferential levels using Pearson,
independent t-test, analysis of variance,
and structural equation modeling.

3. Results

An independent t-test was used to
measure the difference in environmental
responsibility regarding gender and
marital status. There was no significant
difference between the mean of
environmental responsibility in terms of
gender and marital status (p> 0.05). Using
analysis of variance test, it was found that
there was no significant difference
between environmental responsibility in
terms of education (F = 1.653 and P <0.05)
and also in terms of employment status (F
= 0.221 and <0.05). P). Calculation of the
correlation between variables showed a
positive and significant relationship
between cultural capital and social capital
variables and environmental responsibility
(P <0.001). The structural equation model
also showed that the variables of cultural
and social capital had a positive and
significant effect on environmental
responsibility (P <0.001) and explained
44% of the variance of environmental
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responsibility. Moreover, the factor load of
all components was in the desired range
(between 0.5 to 0.9). The effect of social
capital on environmental responsibility
was stronger than cultural capital.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study showed that
according to Bourdieu's theory, a person's
level of social, economic, and cultural
assets and his power to convert these
assets determine his character and
lifestyle. Therefore, the higher citizens’
social and cultural capital, the more
favorable environmental responsibility. In
the city of Yasuj, due to its commitment to
ethnic and tribal relations and ties, having
social capital in the form of social support
within communication networks has a
very effective role in encouraging people
to have responsible behaviors, including
environmental. Cultural capital is another
factor that has influenced the tendency
towards environmentally responsible
behaviors. In fact, although with the
increase of cultural capital, people have
more responsible behaviors towards their
environment, this responsibility is less in
the way of consumption in the private
sphere. As there was no significant
difference in the tendency of individuals to
be responsible for environmental
behaviors in terms of education, it can be
said that mere education and awareness in
the university system cannot have a

constructive and impressive effect on
environmental behaviors and attitudes.
Since cultural capital is transferred from
the environment to the individual in the
socialization  process, it must be
accumulated in the form of culture. In
general, social capital (with a stronger
impact) and cultural capital play an
important role in determining the
tendency of Yasuji citizens to take
environmentally responsible behaviors.
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