Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge Iran
Volume 10, Issue 20, Autumn & Winter 2023, 239-277
gjik.atu.ac.ir

DOI: doi.org/10.22054/qjik.2023.75679.1395

Explaining the Relationship Between Spatial
Organization and Orientation of Historical Houses with

Emphasis on the Role of the Entrance

(Case Study: Vernacular Houses of Tabriz in the Qajar Period)

Faculty Professor, Faculty of Architecture
Azita Belali Oskui * and Urban Planning, Tabriz Islamic Art
University, Tabriz, Iran.

PhD student of Architecture, Faculty of
Yahya Jamali Architecture and Urban Planning, Art
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

PhD student of Islamic Architecture, Faculty
Elmira Karimipour of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tabriz
Islamic Art University, Tabriz, [ran.

Master of Islamic Architecture, Faculty of
Javad Kheiri Architecture and Urban Planning, Tabriz
Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran.

1. Introduction

Ron, along with the Home Space Agency, has placed spaces on the axes of the
building (Haeri,2009). The axes have a linear, dimension and direction, and these
features form the path of motion, direction, and human look (Nawa and Haji
Qasemi, 2012: 60). It is important to identify the axes and elements have organized
and shaped these axes in order to understand the access of spaces by understanding
the system governing the spatial organization. In this regard, the entrance as the
initiator of access to space organization can be an effective factor in the orientation
of the building. This article aims to understand the factors affecting the orientation
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of homes, seeking to answer the question, "How does the entrance influence the
orientation of the building?"

2. Literature Review

Architectural orientation can be studied in many ways. Orientation in Iranian
architecture can be examined both material-physical and conceptual. The material-
physical sector has been defined mostly in climatic issues and optimal use of energy
(Lashkari et al, 2011: 49), which emerges by organizing from the beginning of the
building. Spatial organization is, in fact, awareness of how and the possibility of
different experiences in space with definition, composition and distinction (Haeri,
2009: 44). Unlike previous research, this research focuses its discussion on how the
spatial organization affects the orientation of houses, rather than dealing with the
impact of climate and urban issues, etc.

3. Methodology

To achieve the purpose of the research, this article has a qualitative and approach
based on a time-consuming and retrospective time-based approach that, after library
studies on spatial organizing and access-route, since the Qajar period is a period in
which spatial creativity has a special place (Mirmiran, 2009: 54-56), in the second
stage, analysis and study based on the inductive arguments of the components
extracted from the first stage in the houses of Tabriz is addressed as an example in
the Qajar period. The research is fundamental in terms of the results.

4. Conclusion

This research views Tabriz Qajar Houses as a coherent whole, including all titles
(orientation, organization, geometry, hierarchy, texture, and context) and aimed at
identifying the factors affecting house orientation and following the entire space of
access hierarchy emphasizing the entrance as an element that provides the
connection between the urban context and passages (which have been mainly
organically developed over time) and the house, the analysis of the case examples
starts from the entrance and the effect of change in each of the orientation
components. , entrance (number and direction), organization (organizing element)
according to the hierarchy of movement and access to other elements and
components of the house, and at the same time pay attention to things such as main
and secondary axes, permeability and flexibility of different spaces of each houses
as effective factors in organizing.

In researches, it was found that the entrance through the organization of spaces is an
effective factor in orientation. In the first place, each entrance can divide the house
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into a separate part, in which each section can be oriented separately, and sometimes
even the opposite is defined. Secondly, how to enter each front of the house
specifies the type of organization with the hall or yard, and surveys have shown that
whenever the entry into the house is other than the outer yard, it is organized with
the hall, and this type of organization, contrary to the organization of the courtyard
(the element other than the hall) leads to the lack of house separation to different
sections. In this case, any vertical connection (stair) is attached to the corridors of
the hall. The most important example of these is the Salmasi house. In the house of
Sorkheh, with two entrances and two regular geometric courtyards due to the
location of the second entrance (inside the building mass), even if this entrance is
added later, the role of the hall can still be seen in organizing it. But in organizing
with non -hall, except for the stairs of the head, other stairways often exist next to
the entrances (the entrance from the outside to inside, from the yard to the
building), which simply attach a specific part of the building to the ground floor.
These stairways are usually located in the corners of the building and clinging to the
outer wall. In Nematzadeh's houses (Two stairways in the northwest and southeast
corners), the constitution (stairway southwest corner), Meshkian (stairway east
corner), South side spaces and stairways), we see this type of access. Also in
organizing the hall, the spaces have more independence, which is due to the corridor
of space. The corridors are responsible for connecting each space to another, but in
the basement floors (even with the pond) or in the harsh houses, spaces are opened.
In some cases, the rooms have more than two entrances (three, four entries) and the
hallway in these floors is often removed.

Keywords: Orientation, Spatial Organization, Access, Entrance, Indigenous Houses
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