Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 16(4), 105-127, Winter 2024

Omid, M. (2024). The question of the subjectivity of Farabi's philosophy and the future of our
philosophical culture. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 16(4), 105-127. doi:
10.22035/jicr.2024.3225.3518

https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3225.3518 URL: http://www.jicr.ir/article_510.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

The question of the subjectivity of Farabi's philosophy and the
future of our philosophical culture

Masoud Omid’
Received: Apr. 8,2023;  Accepted: Oct. 9, 2023

ABSTRACT

If until now Farabi has been considered the founder of Islamic philosophy, then he can also be called
the founder of a special subjectivity in philosophical thought of the Islamic world. Some philosophers
of the world, as well as contemporary Iranian philosophical thought, in general, have acknowledged
the possibility of dialogue between classical and modern philosophical thinking. But this dialogue has
double importance for Iranian classical philosophers, because such a discourse is one of the conditions
for the possibility of being present in the new philosophical horizon and conversing (and not
necessarily agreeing) with it. So far, this type of discourse has been more or less based on philosophical
arguments such as existence, nature, causality, motion, goal, knowledge, etc. The suggestion of this
article is that it is possible and even necessary to continue this dialogue by raising another basic issue
and opening another path. The basic problem proposed is the question of the subjectivity of Farabi's
philosophy. Farabi's philosophy involves a certain epistemology which, more or less, includes a theory
or a description about the subject. Now the question is: what is the implied subjectivity in Farabi's
discussion of knowledge? This question is worthy of consideration because the foundation of
modernity is subjectivity. This article tries to follow the same approach based on Farabi's texts, inspired
by Cartesian methodology in extracting philosophical subjectivity. As a result, Farabi can be introduced
as the founder of Islamic subjectivity.
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INTRODUCTION

Our philosophical past was largely entangled with philosophical axes such as soul,
spirit, intellect, and types of agency, and in that way, we were present in yesterday's
philosophical thinking and in the classical world. But in our philosophical domain
today, we should be involved in new axes such as self and me and the subject, so that
we can be present in the horizon of new philosophical thinking and the new world
and communicate with it. Today, due to the lack of new philosophical self-awareness,
our philosophical self is vulnerable and threatened, and cannot expand much in
modern opinion and practice. Today, more than any philosophical issue, in order to
understand our unique situation in the modern world, we need to question ourselves
and research new philosophical self-knowledge of our time. Especially, if we
understand the issue of subjectivity, more or less, in connection with the issue of
human identity, culture, etc. Philosophically speaking, we need to describe, define,
determine, modify and complete subjectivity in our philosophical thinking.

PURPOSE

This article intends to describe the special subjectivity of Farabi's philosophy by
benefiting from (and not imitating and copying) the model of the Cartesian subject.
In this writing, Farabi's subjectivity is described in a specific framework; in a way that
after determining the methodology of extraction and inference of Farabi's
subjectivity, its basic elements and components are discussed, such as the principle
of the self in the matter of consciousness, self-awareness, the nature of the self and its
origin and the issue of it being active.

METHODOLOGY

In the world of philosophy, after the emergence of new philosophy today, a set of
terms or new lexical network related to each other, such as subject (cognitive agent),
subjectivism (the viewpoint and school of belief in the centrality of the cognitive agent
in relation to the object or the epistemological view on the issue) the relationship
between the mind and the world), subjectivity (the flow of subjectivity in the sense of
theorizing about the subject in terms of the subject's characteristics such as
spontaneity and self-discipline, etc., as well as the expansion of consciousness in the
subject on the axis of its objects) have entered into philosophical vocabulary of
modern and contemporary world.

Subjectivity can be added to a person (such as the subjectivity of Descartes) or a
philosophical current (such as the subjectivity of rationalism or empiricism) or a
specific historical period (such as subjectivity in the modern period). In the studies
in which subjectivity is added to a philosopher or a philosophical current, its purpose
is to determine the characteristics and primary and secondary elements and results,
etc., of the subject that philosopher or current, as well as the way of expanding



awareness, calendaring, and objectification of the subject. Subjectivity refers to the
nature and structure of a subject or a theory. In terms of self-foundation centered on
consciousness and the expansion of consciousness and its objectification process, a
person like Heidegger has described subjectivity as the calendar of the subject and
knowing it as the essential foundation (Weiss, 2037, 203). In simple terms,
subjectivity means giving essence and self-foundation to the subject in relation to
objects, based on consciousness. With this definition, Farabi's subjectivity, which in
this article is based on the Cartesian model of reflection on concepts and their analysis
and combination; we try to get an idea of it, the definition and description of the
subject and the outline of the subject's constituents and the way of expanding the
subject's consciousness.

Based on the Cartesian model and pondering on Farabi's works and opinions, we
can talk about something called Farabi's subjectivity. Based on this model, Farabi's
method of extracting and inferring subjectivity will include the following stages:

A) In the first stage, Farabi's works can be considered in three parts:

First, works whose starting point is about the truth of the world, the problem of
principles of truths and beings such as Wajib al-Wujud, intellects, soul, form, matter,
etc. and then they go on to examine the human soul such as the book Fasus al-
Hikmah.

Second, the works that start the discussion of facts from the issue of the soul and
parallel to it or later deal with the issue of the city and then principles of beings like
the book Fasul al-Montazah. In this work, the soul is mainly considered from the
perspective of the psychology of powers of the soul, and from the moral and
epistemological point of views, and not only metaphysical (for example, not only by
raising the issue of essence, celibacy, etc.). Another important point in this book is a
topic like the body, which is also taken into consideration by Farabi.

Third is the works whose titles are is related to city and discuss the issue of the
origins of beings and the issue of the self under its framework such as Al Siyasat al-
Madaniyeh a Ara Ahl Madina al-Fazeleh.

B) In the second stage, one should choose the works whose starting point is the
human soul, and with regard to other works of Farabi that are related to the problem
of epistemology like al-Taaligat etc. that draw and define the subject from Farabi's
point of view. In this stage, attention should be paid to the works that specifically
elaborate the system of Farabi's epistemology.

C) But in the third stage, the important point is the content and nature of the above
three works, and in fact, in terms of Farabi’s four-faceted philosophical approach based
on the close connection between the issues of knowledge, self, principles, and city. We
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should consider Farabi's subjectivity in these works and describe and define them. That
is, he considered his subjectivity to have a four-faceted nature.

FINDINGS

Based on the Cartesian model, the question of Farabi's subjectivity also finds a student
meaning. In this way, Farabi's subjectivity means research and reflection on his
philosophical efforts to establish subjects that, relying on his capital, especially in
terms of cognitive aspect, and in general within own axis, he expanded the awareness
of himself. With this description, Farabi is considered not only as the founder of a
specific philosophy (Islamic philosophy) but also as the founder of a self to define,
describe and regulate facts. In other words, Farabi is the founder of a specific
philosophical trend and subjectivity in the Islamic world. However, acknowledging
the possibility and actuality of questioning Farabi's subjectivity requires an
independent study and research, which we will address below as an informant and to
the extent of opening the inquiry.

In other words, Farabi's subject is metaphysical-perceptual-psychological-civil
subject. What is determined such subject is these four aspects. In fact, Farabi's
philosophical ego, relying on his metaphysical, perceptive, psychological and civil
affairs, reaches the nobility of beings and advances his thoughts, actions and himself
in the world and city. It seems that Farabi's subject is a self-aware thinking essence
with perceptive and sensual powers. All the thoughts and actions of the subject are
based on elements and components that are determined.

CONCLUSION

In order to have a philosophical presence and live in the current world, we need to
raise new and basic questions from the Islamic philosophy history; questions that put
this history at the level of participation and blending with our today's philosophical
horizon and make it conversant with it. The question of Farabi's subjectivity can also
be considered one of these basic questions but requires addressing the two positions
of discovery and judgment, and this article was only responsible for discovering
Farabi's subjectivity. On this basis, of course, with an initial inquiry about Farabi's
subjectivity and considering its placement in the horizon of classical philosophy, it
can be said that his subject is the one that feeds from four fields in objectification;
Perceptual, psychological, social and philosophical. So, basically, this subject is a
fourfold metaphysical subject: Psychological-epistemological-medinaological-
ontological. The beginning of the course of awareness and self-awareness in this
subject (unlike the Cartesian subject) is not through doubt, but from the very
beginning in terms of capitals and possessions (such as perceptive powers, etc.) that
originate from his four aspects (corresponding and not in accordance with natural
ideas Cartesian). Basically, consciousness and its foundations for the subject are
defined and drawn within the framework of these four aspects.



The subject of Farabi (unlike Sina) is such that its awareness cannot reach its peak
and flourish except in city and society. It is true that the subject has primary cognitive
(directly and through reasoning) and non-cognitive capitals that are ready to flourish,
but such subjects urgently need to be present in city. Being in city for the subject is
not a type of temporary relocation and settling in the city and a mechanical
connection with the society, but rather a type of appointment and settling in the city
and an organic connection with it. This presence and communication is such that it
is even possible to improve the awareness and growth of the subject's consciousness
(as well as its degradation and decline) in the shadow of such presence and
communication. With this definition, urban awareness/self-awareness and above
that utopian awareness/self-awareness brings a fundamental and essential
transformation in the subject. Consciousness attains higher level by being appointed
in a utopian city and descends to a lower consciousness by being appointed in a non-
ideal city (Zale, etc.). Consciousness in the non-ideal city is an incomplete and failed
consciousness and does not reach its goal. It should be said that the biggest and most
important difference between the subject of Farabi and Sina in this city of awareness
or city is awareness. It is as if Sina's subjectivity, compared to Farabi's subjectivity,
suffers from a kind of basic neglect and even a kind of backwardness towards the
complete description of the subject. It even seems that it is due to this neglect and
backwardness of the subjectivity of Sina that the socio-historical thinking of the type
of Ibn Khaldun in the Islamic world has been delayed for centuries and its rise has
been interrupted. According to Farabi (and Ibn Khaldun), subjects that are not
involved with society (and then history) will not have the necessary originality,
comprehensiveness, and prosperity.

NOVELTY

In this article, the foundation of establishing subjectivity in Islamic philosophy is laid
based on the opinions of Abu Nasr Mohammad Farabi. This effort provides the
possibility of dialogue between Islamic philosophy as well as contemporary
philosophies in the field of epistemology.
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