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ABSTRACT

Farabi did not deal with art and beauty in a special and separate way, and he has no other writings in
this field, except for a work entitled "Great Music", which has a scientific and mathematical
perspectives. Therefore, his principal fame is due to his extraordinary opinions in the field of politics
and political philosophy. He considers the goal of individual and collective human life to be reaching
happiness. But he considers life in a perfect and virtuous society to be necessary for a person to achieve
happiness. Man should be raised and educated in such a society to reach happiness, which is a political
goal and of course otherworldly. The teacher and guide must be able to use his imagination to reach
the useful mind. It is from this channel that artists play a key role in Farabi's utopia and are ranked next
to the head of Medina. The two concepts of imagination and simulation, on the one hand, in the
education of citizens, and on the other hand, in the creation of works of art, highlight the dignity and
social-political position of artists. Farabi's definition of beauty is based on the concept of perfection. In
fact, perfection is beauty, even though perfection is happiness. With such an attitude, it can be
concluded that the whole of Farabi's political philosophy has an aesthetic aspect, and in this way, the
elements of his political aesthetics can be compiled. In this article, by using the collection of library
information and the descriptive-analytical method, elements such as happiness, imagination and
similes have been examined and addressed the definition of beauty that Farabi has based on perfection.
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INTRODUCTION

Farabi, one of the finest and the first Muslim philosophers, has a coherent system of
thought. Certainly, the main fame of Farabi is due to the debates and opinions he
presented in the field of political philosophy and idealism, and addressed them in his
various works. The main concern of this thinker is the achievement of happiness,
which according to him is the ultimate perfection of man, and its complete realization
is not possible in the worldly life, but it is the main requirement and condition to
reach it in society he lives in. The answer to the question that life in which society can
bring a person to his destination and bring good luck to him in the rest is the starting
point of Farabi's political opinions. This is where he tries to draw his ideal utopia and
categorize and define different societies, distinguish perfect societies from imperfect
ones, and draw the perfect and ideal society with all its conditions and characteristics.
What has been stated is an outline of Farabi's political philosophy. The main question
of this article is why it can be claimed that Farabi's aesthetics is based on politics? Or
in other words, why is Farabi's philosophy and political thoughts aesthetic?

Like other Muslim thinkers, Farabi did not discuss beauty, art and related issues
separately and independently. The main reason for this is that such issues were not
considered by these philosophers. Therefore, one can only look for topics related to
art and beauty from their opinions.

PURPOSE

Undoubtedly, art and artist have an irreplaceable place and role in Farabi's political
thought. Unlike Plato and beyond Aristotle, he closely considers the link between art
and knowledge and basically assigns an epistemological role to art. In fact, according
to Farabi, the artist is next to Nabi (the head of Medina). He takes the knowledge
from the Prophet and passes it on to the citizens of Medina. Therefore, it is very
important to know what Farabi means about art. And does Farabi consider any kind
of art to be worthy of this position, or is it only ideal art that he is looking for?

METHODOLOGY

According to what Farabi has expressed in Great Music after dividing music into
theory and practice, all industries are nothing but taste, queen and talent, and no
industry is devoid of speech. What is meant by speech here is the special intellect of
man. It can be said that according to Farabi, art is a means of conveying information
but not in an argumentative way but through the power of imagination and
simulations. In this article, the same methodological approach is adopted.

FINDINGS

In Farabi's thought, art, or more precisely, virtuous art, has the potential to promote
intellectual truths among the citizens of a perfect and virtuous society by using its
artistic capacities. But it is necessary to pay attention to this point, only the ideal art



has this ability, and art does not necessarily benefit from such a capacity in all its
instances. Fine art depicts reasonable things with the method of allegory and similes
and they are embodied in beautiful and enjoyable forms. In fact, it can be said that
artists cover fantasy over intellectual facts.

In Farabi's philosophical system, the artist specifically deals with the element of
imagination, and art in utopia is the art that conveys reasonable happiness to the
mind of the public through sensory and imaginary aspects. In logic, he considers the
essence and consistency of poetry to be similes and weights. In great music, the
subject of poetic words is all those that human knowledge can comprehend. All these
quotes show that the content of Farabi's ideal art is reasonable happiness or
intellectual truths, and these truths must be conveyed to the president's mind in a
beautiful and attractive style and in imaginative forms. Therefore, Farabi makes both
content and form the criteria of his opinion in dealing with art.

CONCLUSION

In this article, an attempt was made to outline the general framework of Farabi's
political philosophy, in order to provide the basis for the main claim of the article.
Farabi considers the goal of human life to be happiness. According to him, it is not
possible to achieve true happiness in this world, but it is necessary to live in a perfect
and virtuous society, or great city.

NOVELTY

In this article, it was shown that true happiness means true beauty. Farabi considers
beauty as perfection. Elements such as order, proportion and symmetry are hidden
in the heart of the concept of perfection. From this point of view, the objective
characteristics of the desired beauty can be recorded. Undoubtedly, he considers
beauty to be an idea quality in objects, which is actually the perfection and superior
existence of the object, and naturally, perfection is the result of elements such as
order, proportion, and symmetry.
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