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Somehistorical stories, especially because of their religious
themes, appeal to the ordinary people in some societies and
have been retold in different ways during the time. One of
these stories is the story of Prophet Yusuf, which has been
frequently considered not only in the history of the Qur'an
interpretational tradition by commentators and authors in
the field of ethics but also in the history of Iranian poetry,
art, and literature. The two important scenes of this story
are Yusuf escaping from Zulaykha and also Zulaykha's
party which are considered the two tempting climaxes
of Yusuf's story as well. These two scenes refer to moral
aspects, on the one hand, and to sexuality on the other.
These dramatic and figural scenes have been repeatedly
represented in the history of Iranian painting, especially
in the Safavid and Qajar eras. There are many paintings
in the Qajar era also seemingly referring to and evoking
this scene for audience. As a social fantasy, discussed
in this paper, the Naranjborii Majlis or Zulaykha's party
somehow discards moral aspects for the sake of sexuality.
This scene, not mentioned in the Torah at all and briefly
mentioned in the Qur'an, is highly taken into consideration
by commentators, poets, writers, painters, and the ordinary
people in post-Qur'anic literature in all historical periods,
especially in Iran. Therefore, one can question this
importance and look for its historical and cultural roots; the
visual functions of it can be questioned as well. This essay,
with a descriptive and synthetic analytical method, tries to
gene-analyze this scene in a social and psychoanalytical
approach regarding the collective unconscious of Iranian
people. Gene-analysis in this paper provides a theoretical
and conceptual framework alongside a methodological and
targeted combination of myth-analysis, psycho-analysis,
and discourse analysis, with the help of which one can find

the mythological origin of this scene and comparatively
analyse them in terms of discourse, and expectedly, in
terms of psychoanalysis, to know about the conscious and
unconscious psychological investment of the collective
subject. The results justified that the Creation Myth scene
in Bondahish, one of the holy books in Zoroastrianism in
the late Sassanian era, is the figural model of Zulaykha's
party, also Nerse and Jahi are the archetypal characters of
Yusufand Zulaykha with the same roles and characteristics.
The paintings of Zulaykha's party can present dense and
multiple and at the same time contradictory scenarios and
can also be a suitable scene for the collective subject’s
projection and fantasy; consequently, it causes the multi-
faceted circulation of desires and anxiety in an unconscious
way. What is considered to be the most significant point of
this study is that Yusuf is deemed an attractive prototype
for kings, beautiful men and women; like Fath Ali Shah,
due to the correlation of power (holiness) and beauty
(connected with sexuality). Finally, what can be inferred
from this paper is that, this scene due to some indigenous
reasons, rooted in Iranian culture and history, has been
repeatedly represented in the history of Iranian painting.
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8. Myth-Analysis.
10. Michel Foucault.
12. Genealogy.

11. Archaeology.
13. Gene-analysis.
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