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Article Info Abstract

Research Type: The following essay attempts to analyze The Gray Curse (2002) by Mahsa Mohebali from the
Research Article

marginalized standpoint of feminism. The primary objective of this essay is to clarify the
author's ambiguous stance concerning her idealistic endeavors. In order to accomplish this,
the authors of this article have endeavored to assess Mahsa Mohebali's protest and critique of

avant-garde feminism as it is depicted in The Gray Curse. In order to conduct the subsequent

Received: descriptive-analytic analysis, reputable websites, interviews, and documentary and library
25 February 2023 . . . . . . . e . .
materials were utilized. The primary accomplishment of this study is the identification and in-

ogAﬁ;epteg(;zg text analysis of radical feminist concepts utilized by Mahsa Mohebali in the narrative,
a
y including parthenogenesis (self-reproduction), misandry, and the realization of the uniqueness

of women. In doing so, she has called into question not only the theoretical underpinnings of

Keywords: radical feminism but also the veracity of the claim that its revolutionary teachings have not

iel ignificant progr ward the eradication of gender oppressions and in lity.
Feminist Criticism, yielded significant progress toward the eradication of gender oppressions and inequality

Radical Feminism, In— The representation of feminist concepts and initiatives in works of fiction has inspired women

Text Analysis, Mahsa  of various eras to strive for the creation of texts that are centered around women. Broadly

Mohebali, The Gray
Curse

speaking, numerous feminist works have been published in Iran and other nations, particularly
those that adhere to radical feminism, in which each author frequently undertakes more
audacious actions in her inaugural publication. Nonetheless, it is crucial to note that there are
even fewer critical articles on this type of radical. The Gray Curse, authored by Mohebali, is
an uncommon literary piece that scrutinizes and contests the tenets of feminism.

Radical feminists firmly maintain that the foundation of diverse manifestations of oppression
against women stems from their social classification as subordinates, a classification that is
inherently inferior to that of men. Therefore, the objective of radical feminism is the
destruction of this gender-class system. Therefore, radical feminists articulate their theoretical
underpinnings in diverse formats, each predicated on a unique component. To critique this
perspective, the author of The Gray Curse employs at the outset of the narrative a variety of

misandrist objectives and theories of radical feminism in order to challenge radical feminism
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by highlighting concepts such as the occurrence of misandry, the resistance against patriarchy
and parthenogenesis, and the acceptance of the uniqueness of women. An initial examination
of the extant literature concerning The Gray Curse demonstrates that the majority of scholarly
investigations, encompassing theses and articles, have categorized the novel as a feminist text.
Thus, it has been evaluated exclusively in terms of the examination of the components
comprising this methodology. In this article, however, scholars have endeavored to analyze
Mohebali's critical stance towards radical feminism, which is arguably her most significant
approach. The authors of this article contend that the author has criticized radical feminism
by writing a different type of story centered on women's issues; the story contains a touch of
suspense: Mohebali begins by radically but gradually challenging her own initial principles
and beliefs and attempting to alter the course of the narrative and its characters.

Discussion

The author constructs the narrative in such a way that each chapter introduces a radical
viewpoint among the characters in the introduction. Nonetheless, as the narrative unfolds and
as a consequence of a sequence of occurrences, the author's position and point of view endure
a metamorphosis that, to a certain degree, corresponds with the initial vantage point from
which the story advances. The researchers assert in this paper that the author has developed a
critical perspective toward radical feminism within the text due to this evolution.

The author has portrayed a realm (possibly comparable to Charlotte Perkins Gilman's
Herland) populated exclusively by solitary goddesses cohabiting in a marble palace devoid of
any male companions. This imagery suggests that the author may have a subconscious
yearning for a certain thing. The matriarchal structure of society is evident in her novel.
Scholars contend that the author crafted an alternative narrative centering on women's
concerns in order to scrutinize the perspectives and ideals of radical feminists. This assertion
is supported by a chapter-by-chapter examination of the narrative, which is predicated on the
following elements:

- Critique of the phenomenon of misandry

- Parthenogenesis or self-fertilization under criticism

- Realization of the individuality of women

Research Methodology

By means of descriptive-analytic methodology, this study has critiqued the work in question.
In order to provide additional support for our assertion, we have employed library-based
methodologies and analyzed the results to investigate the ramifications of feminist theories.
Conclusion

The results of this study's analysis suggest that The Gray Curse is not exclusively a work of
radical feminism; instead, it is a novel in which the author skillfully integrates a critique of
radical feminism into the plot. The authors have attempted to elucidate on how she criticizes
the tenets of radical feminism through the use of three elements, thereby reorienting the story's
feminist discourse from one of condemnation and violence to one that is more conciliatory
and moderate.

- The initial section, titled "Critique of the Phenomenon of Misandry," demonstrates how the
author initially exalts the proliferation of radical feminist ideas but subsequently escalates this

dispute through the application of the notion of parthenogenesis. Nevertheless, as the male



protagonist is introduced into the narrative, the misandry gradually diminishes, and the author
subsequently adopts a more lenient and optimistic stance regarding the male gender; this
perspective ultimately results in the harmonious cohabitation of males and females.

- In the second section, titled "Parthenogenesis and self-fertilization under criticism," an initial
central tenet of radical feminism is examined. Mohebali calls into question this principle by
establishing an emotional connection between the female protagonist and the masculine
gender, thereby endorsing natural motherhood and procreation. In her concluding statement,
Mohebali offers a critique of the radical ideologies espoused by radical feminists within her
narrative piece, expressing her contempt for this proclivity for extreme measures during the
era of feminist extremism. Concerning self-fertilization and the necessity of relationships with
men, the author queries the negative effects of radical feminist avant-garde principles.

- The initial segment, "Realization of women's individuality," portrays women as striving for
complete independence and feminine uniqueness in life, devoid of any reliance on the male
gender. To achieve this, Mohebali initially personifies the female characters in the narrative
as self-reliant and contemptuous of men. Conversely, the author subtly alters the female
character's identity and imparts her with a favorable perspective on males around the midpoint
of the narrative. The author critiques women's extreme self-sufficiency and radical contempt
for men through the establishment of a supportive role for men in women's lives and the
creation of a natural need for the male gender in the female character.
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