finiing 2024.Vol 15. Issue 57

Research Paper

Exploring the Quality of the Destination among the Mentality of
Marginalized Immigrant Women in Yazd City, a Contextual
Study

Fatemeh Jafari Naeimi?, Maliheh Alimondegari*2, Ali Ruhani3

1. Fatemeh Jafari Naeimi; M.A in Demography, Department of Social sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran
2. Maliheh Alimondegari; Associate Professortin Demography, Department of Social sciences, Yazd University,

Yazd, Iran (Corresponding Author)
3. Ali Ruhani; Associate Professor in Sociology, Department of Social sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, [ran

Received: 2023/09/06
Revised: 2024/03/04
Accepted: 2024/01/06

Abstract

Introduction: Change has always been the basic principle of human life. The
heart of modern society is change and communication. The development
process has facilitated the change in origins and destinations. Migration is one
of the main consequences of this situation. In the meantime, in recent years,
women have increasingly entered the migration cycle, and migrations have
taken a female direction. Classical theories drew a linear relationship from
repulsion to attraction, but it seems that the evaluation of the destination and
life from the perspective of an immigrant woman has its own complexities. In
fact, the aim of the current research was to investigate this process.

Materials and Methods: Using the method of systematic grounded theory, 21
women who immigrated to Yazd city from different provinces of the country
were selected purposefully and theoretically. The data collection tool was
semi-structured interview and data analysis was done using open, central and
selective coding method.

tFindings: Based on research findings; 384 concepts, 77 sub-categories, 14
main categories and finally the central category of attractiveness of the
destination were extracted. In general, the results showed that living in small
and developing cities is more favorable for immigrant women. They find more
favorability in these cities in terms of jobs, maintaining security, etc. A process
that fades to a great extent in big cities and loses its usefulness. But this
assessment is never permanent and the immigrant woman constantly rethinks
about the realities of her life. As a result, considering that the decision to
migrate is based on cost and benefit and no platform is completely beneficial,
to achieve a deeper understanding and a broader view of women's migration,
especially the living conditions at the destination and the degree of favorability
or harm caused by migration for Women, more research is needed in this field.
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Introduction

Castles and Miller call the feminization of
immigration one of the important
developments of the age of immigration. This
indicates the presence of more women in the
migration flows in the quantitative dimension
and the increase in the migration of
independent women in the qualitative
dimension (1, 2, 3). The share of immigrant
women in both domestic and international
migration has increased significantly (2).
According to the latest statistics published by
the United Nations, in 2020, the ratio of
immigrant women is 3.5% of the world's
population, compared to the ratio of
immigrant men's ratio of 3.7% of the world's
male population (21). In Iran, the share of
women in the migration flow has increased
from 45% in the period of 1986-1996 to 48.6%
for the period 0 2011-2016. Also, according to
the immigration and net immigration statistics
in the period of 2011-2016, Yazd province is
one of the first four provinces that accept
immigrants in the country and is a desirable
destination for both sexes (2, 22).

Methods

Qualitative methodology has been used in the
current research. The aim of this research is a
women's narrative of migration waves that are
formed due to two-way instability in
immigrant-first and immigrant-receiving
regions. Therefore, the best strategy for
analyzing this process is the grounded theory
with the systematic approach of Corbin and
Strauss (23). The participants in this research
were selected by purposeful sampling and
then theoretically. The entry criteria of the
participants were as follows: the participants
must be female and have immigration
experience (independent/subordinate). In the
selection of the samples, an effort was made to
take into account maximum diversity,
including women's age, marital status, literacy
level, job field, and the type and reason of
migration (independent-subordinate) and the
diversity of the provinces of origin. In order to

find reliable data in order to accurately clarify
the dimensions of the current research, the
interviews continued until data saturation was
reached, that is, until the obtained data
became duplicated. In this regard, in the
period from August to November 2022, with
21 women who immigrated to Yazd from
different provinces of the country and the
duration of their stay in this city is more than
two years and they have the mentioned
characteristics; the interview took place. The
data collection tool in this research was a
semi-structured interview.

Findings

Data analysis in a consistent, orderly and
continuous process led to the formation of the
core category (phenomenon) of attraction of
the destination. This phenomenon includes 14
main categories, 77 sub-categories and 384
concepts. The findings showed migration in
the family network and the cost-benefit of
migration as causal conditions; they have
played a role in the formation of the central
phenomenon of attraction of the destination.
Among the personal and social characteristics
of the participants, which are among the
conditions that influence the central
phenomenon and have an effect on the
strategies, there are two subcategories of
empowered women and women's doubts. In
this regard, structural and macro conditions
such as political vortex, lack of life in origin,
gender/immigration/occupational
discrimination, mental captivity and peace of
origin as intervening conditions have
facilitated or limited the implementation of
the strategy. Conditional life in the destination
and plural adaptation in the destination are
among the strategies that immigrant women
have adopted to achieve the attraction of the
destination (central phenomenon). The
consequences of adopting strategies against
the central phenomenon, the categories of
feminization of migration, the drop in
desirability = of the destination, and
appreciation have been unchanged. The
consequences of adopting strategies against
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the central phenomenon, the categories of
feminization of migration, the drop in
desirability of the destination, and
appreciation have been unchanged.

Discussion

The desirability of immigration depends on
various factors. The most prominent
dimensions of the desirability of immigration
include access to facilities, security and social-
environmental peace, cost-income balance,
diversity of employment at each skill level,
socio-economic support, individual-social
freedom and independence, and acceptance of
cultural pluralism. Not only stepping on the
path of migration is a subjective estimate in
the context of the desirability of migration, but
staying in the destination, immigrating again,
and encouraging a group of acquaintances to
migrate also takes place in a complex
calculation of the type and extent of
desirability of migration.

Conclusion

Keeping in mind that in no region is the
desirability of migration fully found and
considering the constant rethinking of women
in the search for desirability in the path of
migration, the following proposition can be
expressed. From the point of view of women,
small cities have more favorable conditions in
estimating the cost-benefit of migration to
make their efforts to improve their quality of

life more effective. As a result, considering that
the decision to migrate is based on cost and
benefit and no platform is completely
beneficial, to achieve a deeper understanding
and a broader view of women's migration,
especially the living conditions at the
destination and the degree of favorability or
harm caused by migration for Women, more
research is needed in this field.
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