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Abstract

Introduction: Although female prisoners make up two to three
percent of the total population of prisoners in the country, but due to
the important role they play in the family as well as the society, they
play a very effective role in improving or reducing the quality of life
of people in a society. Improper management of women's prisons and
inappropriate treatment of female prisoners can affect their physical
health and especially their mental health and cause many other
harms to their family and society. The purpose of the current
research is to outline the favorable status of prison management and
proper treatment of female prisoners, as well as to identify the most
important problems in women's prisons (outline of the current
status) in Iran.

Methods: The approach of research is qualitative and the method of
research is qualitative content analysis of international and domestic
standards, laws and guidelines.

Findings: The research results have introduced the most important
problems of women's prisons. Based on drawing the favorable status,
the solutions to solve the identified problems are presented, and at
the end, based on the research results, suggestions are presented.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the results of the research (15),
there are no special provisions for women
prisoners in the internal laws of Iran, and
except for a few limited articles, there is no
mention of women prisoners and their
rights. The laws that have been proposed in
a general way for all prisoners, such as the
"executive regulations of the organization of
prisons and security and educational
measures of the country”, are not clear, this
leads to the possibility of violating the rights
of women prisoners. On the other hand, the
possibility of committing a crime and
returning to prison is high for women,
especially mothers, due to various reasons of
emotional concerns, separation from the
family, material and cultural poverty, and
other cases. Therefore, the purpose of the
current research is to outline the desired
situation of women's prisons based on the
analysis of international and domestic laws
and documents, as well as to identify the
main needs and problems of women
prisoners in Iran based on the lived
experience of women prisoners and people
related to women's prisons, so that solutions
can be found to improve the management of
women's prisons and solve them. Presented
the needs of imprisoned women.

Methodology

In order to achieve the goal and answer the
questions, the research has been used in two
steps with a qualitative approach and using
the inductive qualitative content analysis
method.

The first step (outline the desired situation):
The purpose of this step has been to identify
and extract the cases that are mentioned in
international and domestic laws and
documents to protect the rights of women
prisoners and should be observed in prison
management and treatment of women
prisoners. In order to achieve this goal,
international and domestic rules and
standards identified and selected and
analyzed them with using qualitative
content analysis.

- The reason for choosing international laws
and standards is that these laws and

standards have outlined the minimum
conditions for prison management and the
treatment of prisoners, and every country is
required to consider these minimumes.

- The reason for choosing domestic laws and
standardsis that, based on its cultural, social,
political and economic conditions, each
country can expand the minimum standards
established by international laws and
standard and to outline the conditions of the
prison and the treatment of the prisoner in
the desire level.

The second step (outline the current
situation): The purpose of this step is to
examine the current situation of
management and treatment of women
prisoners in Iranian prisons, in order to
identify the needs and problems of women's
prison management and their treatment.
Due to the limitation of entering women's
prisons in Iran and access to a suitable
source, secondary data was used as the
research population. All the interviews,
roundtables, reports, films, documentaries,
recorded video reports were published in
domestic and foreign news agencies,
magazines, newspapers, social media such
as Aparat and YouTube were considered as
the research community and were identified
by qualitative content analysis.

Research Findings

In international laws and standards,
attention has been paid to the categories of
physical health and mental health, respect
for human dignity, repatriation, security,
contact with outside the prison, the internal
environment of the prison, management and
staff of the prison, and access to information,
and it is necessary to manage the women's
prison and the treatment of the women
prisoner paid attention to them.
From the analysis of interviews, reports,
videos, documents, etc., 17 main categories
have been identified and extracted (1.
financial poverty, 2. lack of education and
awareness for women, 3. lack of respect for
privacy, 4. the way officials respond and
inspect prisons, 5. Employment and
empowerment, 6. Poor quality facilities and
equipment, 7. Lack of attention to femininity
and special features of prison, 8.
Architecture and interior space of prison, 9.
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Basic facilities, 10. Problems of children with
prison mothers, 11. Diseases and mental
damage, 12. physical diseases, 13. history of
violence and sexual assault, 14. prison
management and staff, 15. multiple crimes in
prison, 16. communication with family and
the outside world, 17. separation and
classification).

Conclusion

The results of the study show that the prison
and the way prisoners are treated are based
on "retribution” and "a person's distance
from society”" and activities that focus on
"deterrence” and ‘"rehabilitation” have
received less attention. Considering that the
approach of the prisons organization in
recent years is based on the correction and
return of the criminal to the society, and on
the other hand, the purpose of the prison in
the Islamic religion is also mentioned to
reform the criminal with a deterrent
approach (35), it seems that women's
prisons are more They have had a security
approach and paid less attention to reform
and rehabilitation. It seems that women's
prisons had more of a security approach and
paid less attention to correction and
rehabilitation. Based on the results of data
analysis, the main problems in Amal
Women's Prison are the following:

Financial poverty of women in prison,
classification of female prisoners into two
groups of poor and rich and abuse of poor
prisoners, financial corruption in prison and
lack of supervision by officials, Psychological
problems and issues experienced before
women enter prisons, employment of same-
sex forces in women's prisons, training and
mental health of prison management and
staff, preparation of new prisoners to enter
prisons to reduce mental and emotional
harm, mental and psychological harms
caused by away from family and outside
environment, Fear of family and social
rejection and psychological trauma of
women, isolation, separation of children
from imprisoned mothers, invasion of
women's privacy and use of sexual issues to
suppress them, classification of female
prisoners, women's basic needs (food,
water, air), environmental health problems,
Poor health and treatment facilities, free
distribution of methadone and sleeping pills

among prisoners, complaints and protests,
employment and working conditions of
female prisoners, payment methods,
working hours of prisoners, -children
accompanied by imprisoned mothers,
communication with the outside
environment.
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