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Methods: Research. The current research was applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive in terms of method, which was conducted
in a mixed qualitative and quantitative manner. Sampling in the
qualitative section was based on a specialized and targeted panel
and equal to 19 people. In the quantitative part, the statistical
population included women's football officials and experts of the
football federation and provincial football boards, managers of
women's national football teams and managers of women's football
clubs at the city, provincial and national levels, who, due to the
fluctuating attendance of teams in competitions and the lack of
accurate statistics, The number of samples was determined to be
384 people, who were first selected by stratified random and then
non-randomly available. The research tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by
10 sports management professors and its reliability, in addition to
the coding of qualitative data by two other coders, with Cronbach's
alpha test (a=0.93). SPSS and Lisrel software were used for data
analysis.

Findings: The findings showed that 72 indicators in the form of 18
components and in the order of priority in motivational and
attitudinal, cultural and social, technical-expert, financial and
infrastructure and management dimensions have an effect on the
development of women's professional football.

Preparing a platform and context to strengthen these individual
motivations and the positive attitude of families towards women's
football, raising the cultural level in clubs and society to fully
support women's football and empowering technical and
specialized human resources can help the development of women's
professional football.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nowadays, the development of women's
football is considered as one of the basic
issues in the development of countries'
sports (13) and has dedicated a new chapter
in sociology (4). The development of
women's football in the society, in addition
to their participation in a group and exciting
sport, increases the health and beauty of
their bodies, and can itself cause attitudinal
and cultural changes in the society (12). Like
men's football, women's football also has a
unique position compared to other sports, so
that in America, among all women's sports,
soccer is more popular (2). The Asian
Football Confederation also pays serious
attention to the development of women's
football and has put various development
programs on its agenda.

In recent years, FIFA and the federations of
many countries pay special attention to the
development of women's football. But
Iranian women's football is not in a good
position in terms of attracting audiences and
gaining Asian and global positions. If
measures and measures are not taken in the
development of women's professional
football, Iran may fall further behind its
competitors and there is a concern that
while losing its current position, the fans,
audiences and futsalists of the country will
decrease and the development and
promotion of this Sports face problems and
challenges, and on the other hand, no
research was found in the field of identifying
and ranking the factors and indicators of
women's football. Therefore, the current
research sought to identify the indicators
and components affecting the development
of Iranian women's professional football.

Methods

The current research was applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive in terms of method,
which was conducted in a mixed qualitative
and quantitative manner. Sampling in the
qualitative section based on a specialized
and targeted panel and equal to 19
participants, including 3 managers and
experts of the women's football federation, 2
former coaches of women's national football

teams, 4 officials of women's football clubs,
4 Among the women vice presidents of the
provincial football board, 2 were prominent
women's professional football coaches and 4
were university sports management
professors. In the quantitative part, the
statistical population included women's
football officials and experts of the football
federation and provincial football boards,
managers of women's national football
teams and managers of women's football
clubs at the city, provincial and national
levels, who, due to the fluctuating
attendance of teams in competitions and the
lack of accurate statistics, The number of
samples was determined to be 384 people,
who were first selected by stratified random
and then non-randomly available. The data
of the qualitative part of the research was
obtained in the form of library study,
internet, questionnaire method, as well as
asking the opinion of the participants in the
form of semi-structured interviews. Then a
Delphi panel was formed and the concepts
obtained in four stages were modified and
revised in the Delphi panel and a final
agreement was reached. The research tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire. The
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed
by 10 sports management professors and its
reliability, in addition to the coding of
qualitative data by two other coders, with
Cronbach's alpha test (a=0.93). To analyze
the data, SPSS and Lisrel software were used
to rank the components of the professional
development of women's football using the
AHP method.

Findings

The findings showed that 72 indicators in
the form of components of cultural factors,
social factors, individual motivation,
organizational motivating factors,
motivating and attitudinal factors of
families, financial support, marketing and
income generation, sports facilities and
infrastructures, structural factors, planning,
justice-oriented, interactions and
Communication, executive actions, rules and
regulations, evaluation and monitoring,
technical-sports, expert human resources
and human resource empowerment have an
effect on the development of women's
professional football. Also, considering all
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the indicators, it can be said that the model
has a good fit. Factor loadings indicate the
degree of influence of the observed variable
in explaining and measuring the related
hidden variables. Based on the results of
prioritization, motivational and attitudinal,
cultural and social, technical-expert,
financial, infrastructure and managerial
aspects have the greatest impact on the
development of professional football.

Discussion

It was necessary to identify the indicators
and components of women's professional
football progress. Increasing the awareness
and knowledge of managers and giving new
insights to managers and perhaps revealing
the factors that were hidden from their view
and focusing on them to help the
development of women's professional
football.

Conclusion

Based on the findings, it is necessary to take
necessary measures to attract managerial,
technical and expert human resources
among the champions and educated
veterans of women's football. Also,
measures should be taken to invest in
women's football more than in the past.
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