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Abstract

In recent years, and especially after ISIS warfare, Syria has been
one of the most important countries targeted by Iran's foreign policy
that has accentuated cultural diplomacy. The present study aims at a
close examination of the challenges and opportunities of the Iranian
cultural diplomacy in Syria, thus focusing on the recognition of its
active cultural trends as an effective factor in cultural evolutions. This
will help us seek an answer to the research main question: What are
the opportunities and challenges of the LR. of Iran’s cultural
diplomacy in Syria with an emphasis on the active cultural trends in
that country? The research method is qualitative. The data was
collected through interviews with the experts, specialists and activists
in the field and analyzed thematically in three stages of descriptive,
interpretive and integrative coding. From 293 primary themes, 30
organizing themes and finally 6 universal themes were extracted. The
overarching themes are: the current cultural activities in Syria, the
active cultural trends in Syria, cultural approaches, the IRI's political
needs in the Syrian cultural sphere, the IRI's political challenges in
Syria, and the cultural status of Syrian society. Finally, after
categorizing the different challenges and opportunities of Iranian
cultural diplomacy in Syria as regards the cultural flows of the
country, a communication model is provided for each of them that
determines how cultural planning is to have an effective cultural
diplomacy.
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1. Topical

2. Historical
3. Behavioral
4. Normative
5. Functional
6. Mental

7. Structural
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1. Symbolic
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