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ABSTRACT

Deceptive social behavior undermines interpersonal trust and threatens healthy social interactions at
various levels. Academic deceit is also among the common unethical behaviors in educational
institutions, which has significantly increased with the technological development. In this article,
taking an applied approach, deception in a linguistic sociological context is analyzed as an
interdisciplinary subject. The analysis of phenomena from an interdisciplinary perspective allows for
a better understanding and conditions for problem-solving. The study conducted in a social context
within the second-grade girls' high schools in Tehran aims to achieve two main goals: 1- Identify the
reasons for academic deception. 2- Examine the role of influential factors in shaping the discourse of
deception and find ways to overcome it. A total of 233 students aged 15 to 17, who had experienced
being in a deceptive situation, were selected. The samples had similar characteristics such as gender,
occupation, educational level, and specific residential area. The research tool is a 30-item
questionnaire constructed by the researcher about academic deception, validated based on the seven-
point Likert scale and the Academic Deception Questionnaire by Fornes and colleagues (2011). Data
analysis was performed using the SPSS statistical software. The research focuses on online classes,
assignment submissions, and examinations. The research tools include two scales of academic duty-
ethics and academic deception in the virtual space. The results analysis based on the Pearson
correlation coefficient indicates a significant negative relationship between academic duty-ethics and
academic deception. Considering this result, intervention and educational efforts to increase the
ethical commitment of learners seem to be effective in reducing deceptive behaviors. These findings
provide valuable information for educational stakeholders whose goal is to reduce deception in
academic environments and offer important implications for the ethical education of learners.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the functions of the education system is to train a specialized, efficient,
committed workforce adhering to the fundamental principles and values of the
society. Academic deception is one of the factors that jeopardizes this crucial
function and undermines healthy competition. The discourse of academic
deception, a form of unethical behavior in educational institutions, has significantly
increased with technological advancements. In contrast to deceptive behavior,
academic duty-ethics, and ethical commitment are considered essential aspects for
human existence, reflecting responsibility and human commitment. However,
deception, in simple terms, is a “cleverly designed simple model" that cannot fully
explain deceptive behaviors. Deception is an experientially designed art for
changing behavior in today's society (Earley, 2001: 121-116). Studying academic
deception is important because individuals engaging in deceptive and fraudulent
behaviors often carry these habits into other social and professional environments
after completing their education. Therefore, focusing on academic duty-ethics and
maintaining scientific integrity is essential to prevent the devaluation of necessary
ethical values for individuals with specific professions (Tass and Tekaya, 2010). The
interpersonal deception theory by Buller and Burgoon serves as the basis for this
research, justifying the reasons for academic deception and exploring the role of
influential factors in shaping the discourse of deception. Their theory suggests that
as social relations move towards danger and a tendency toward deception prevails,
the development of social relationships becomes unstable. Thus, any phenomenon
that harms the social bonds of individuals contributes to the spread of other social
imbalances. Several empirical pieces of evidence indicate that engaging in negative
competitive behaviors in educational environments has increasingly become
prevalent (Khamesan and Amiri, 1390). The first and most extensive studies on
academic deception were conducted in the education system of the United States
(McCabe, Trevino, Butterfield, 2001). These studies demonstrated that academic
deception is a common and growing phenomenon. Other studies in this field have
been conducted in various countries, including Britain, Canada, Japan, New
Zealand, and others (Lin and Wen, 2007). However, in Iran, there have been few
studies on academic deception. This research aims to achieve two main goals: 1)
Identifying the reasons for academic deception, and 2) Examining the role of
influential factors in shaping the discourse of deception and finding ways to
overcome it.

METHODOLOGY

This research follows a field method with a descriptive-analytical and applied
approach, based on Buller and Burgoon's interpersonal deception theory. The
survey population consists of 233 female students aged 15 to 17 in the second-grade
high schools of District 13 in Tehran. The sampling method used is random



sampling. The study employs two questionnaires: the standardized Academic
Deception Questionnaire by Fornes and colleagues (2011) and a 30-item researcher-
developed questionnaire on academic deception. Data analysis involves descriptive
statistics using the SPSS statistical software. Pearson correlation coefficient tests
were conducted to examine the relationship between the main variables of the
questionnaires (academic duty-ethics and academic deception).

FINDINGS

The descriptive statistics for the responses to the Fornes questionnaire are presented
in Tablel. The mean for academic duty-ethics is 1/67 with a standard deviation of
85%, and for academic deception, the mean is 3/66 with a standard deviation of
0/41.

Table 1: Descriptive statistics indicators of Farnese questionnaire answers

Number of Questions | Average Standard Deviation
Academic duty-ethics 4 1/67 85+ /%
Academic deception 4 3/66 41+/%

The Pearson correlation coefficient test results for the Fornes questionnaire
show a significant negative correlation (r = -0.503, p = 0.014) between academic
duty-ethics and academic deception, indicating that as academic duty-ethics
increases, academic deception decreases (in Table 2).

Table 2: Results of Pearson’s correlation test on the variables of the Farnese questionnaire

Academic Deception | Academic Duty-Ethics

Academic duty-ethics

503-+/ 1
Pearson Correlation 014+/ 233
Sig. (2-tailed) 233

N

The descriptive statistics for the responses to the researcher-developed
questionnaire are presented in Table 3. The mean for academic duty-ethics is 1/67
with a standard deviation of 1/33, and for academic deception, the mean is 3/66
with a standard deviation of 1/02.

Table 3: Descriptive statistics indicators of researcher-made questionnaire responses

Variable Number of Questions | Average Standard Deviation
Academic duty-ethics 4 1/67 +1/33
Academic deception 4 3/66 +1/02
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The Pearson correlation coefficient test results for the researcher-developed
questionnaire show a significant negative correlation (r = -0.719, p = 0.008) between
academic duty-ethics and academic deception, indicating that as academic duty-
ethics increases, academic deception decreases (in Table 4).

Table 4: results of the Pearson correlation test in the variables of the researcher-made questionnaire

Academic Deception Academic Duty-ethics
A i -ethi
cademic duty et. ics 719-+/ )
Pearson Correlation 008/
Sig. (2-tailed) 233 233
N
N - -
cademic decept%on . 719-+/
Pearson Correlation 008+/
Sig. (2-tailed) 233 233
N
CONCLUSION

The findings of this research highlight the importance of academic duty-ethics in
mitigating deception. The negative correlation observed suggests that focusing on
ethical commitment and duty in education can contribute to reducing deceptive
behaviors among students. These results provide valuable insights for educational
stakeholders aiming to address deception in academic environments and emphasize
the need for ethical education to foster students’ commitment to academic integrity.
According to the results obtained from the statistical analysis, a significant and
negative correlation existed between the variables of academic duty-ethics and
academic deception in both questionnaires. Based on the theory of interpersonal
deception by Buller and Burgoon, the variables of academic duty and ethics can
influence and explain the criterion variable of academic deception. It appears that as
social relationships lean towards danger and a tendency towards social deception
arises, the development of social interactions among actors and members of society
becomes unstable and will be restricted in scope (Buller & Burgoon, 2003). These
findings align with the results of the research conducted by Golestanifar and
Shakouri (2013), Pichal and Ballant (1998; as cited in Tamadoni et al., 2011), and
Nia et al. (2008). In another study, academic cheating was examined, and the
researcher mentioned a significant relationship between deception and personal
values, self-esteem, dominance, as well as the frequency and type of deception
(Laura, 2015), which is consistent with the results of this research. In response to
the first question, the researcher believes that students engage in academic
deception consciously and unconsciously. Therefore, as academic capabilities
increase, deception in this area decreases. In response to the second question, it was
revealed that there is a direct relationship between the honesty of students, their



academic ethics, and the process of avoiding deception and lies. The variables of
academic duty-ethics can control academic deception, as evidenced by the
responses to the questionnaires in this study. Therefore, academic deception is not
only a sensitive issue in the field of education but also serves as a negative and
inhibiting factor for future sensitive job positions and ethical professional
leadership. Deceptive individuals can continue their manipulative practices in their
future careers and social relationships at higher levels using the same methods.
Academic deception can tarnish academic duty, literary trustworthiness, and ethical
commitment, affecting educational values negatively. Thus, it can be explicitly
stated that the enhancement of academic and knowledge capabilities in individuals
leads to a reduction in academic deception.

NOVELTY

This research, with an interdisciplinary approach to studying the discourse of
academic deception in educational environments, provides a practical perspective
that is far from monolithic, one-sided, and reductionist approaches. It offers a novel
type of epistemology that allows for a multifaceted view of various aspects of the
subject from different angles. Such an approach, according to Colin and Newell,
emphasizes “interconnectedness,” alternative thinking, and critical thinking
(Samadi, 2012). This approach requires a polyphonic view, attention to various
fields of knowledge, providing a ground for conflicting approaches, different
intellectual fields, and, in general, having an interdisciplinary perspective. The
emphasis on the interconnectedness of educational ethics infrastructure, academic
duty, and the perspective of deception by Buller and Burgoon are among the
valuable aspects that this article has pursued.
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