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Abstract

Background and aim: Maritime activities, particularly in the Mahshahr
county, are currently facing various geopolitical challenges in the
execution domain within the Persian Gulf region. This research aims to
identify these challenges.

Method: This research is applied in terms of objectives and mixed-
method (qualitative and quantitative) in terms of method and nature. The
statistical population in this research, both in the qualitative and
quantitative sections, consisted of 30 commanders and experts in maritime
affairs and deputy offices in Mahshahr county. Their information was
gathered qualitatively using semi-structured interviews and quantitatively
through a questionnaire. The data obtained from the qualitative section
were analyzed using summarization content analysis, and in the
guantitative section, Cronbach's alpha, Kolmogorov-Smirnov, one-sample
t-test, and Pearson tests were employed for analysis.

Results: Seven geopolitical challenges in the execution of maritime
missions in Mahshahr were identified. Among them, internal and external
organizational factors had the most significant impact, with a weight of
0.115 on the execution of maritime missions in Mahshahr in the
geopolitical domain.

Conclusion: The most important executive challenges of maritime
missions, of an internal nature, include the obsolescence of vessels, the
shortage of trained forces, inappropriate budget allocation and provision,
and parallel work of government organizations. The results show that
macro-management factors have a significant impact on the executive
challenges of maritime missions in Mahshahr in the geopolitical domain.
Therefore, relevant officials should focus more on these issues to facilitate
mission execution.
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