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On the Manichaean Language
Mark Lidzbarski and Franz Rosenthal
Translator: Seyed Ahmad Reza Ghaemmaghami

Abstract: It is widely accepted among researchers that the origi-
nal language of Manichaean writings was the Aramaic language.
However, scholars have refined their understanding over time.
Two pivotal articles, translated in this essay, mark a turning
point in the history of Manichaean studies regarding this issue.
The language of Mani is considered a dialect of the Aramaic lan-
guage, and Manichaeans translated his writings from this dialect
into other languages. However, it is important to note that this
dialect was not the language of the city of Edessa.

Keywords: Mani, Manichaeism, Aramaic, Mandaeism, Syriac.
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Mark Lidzbarski, “Warum schrieb Mani Aramiisch?” in Geo Widengren (Hsg.), Der Man-
ichiismus (Wege der Forschung 168), Darmstadt, 1977, SS. 249-254.
Franz Rosenthal, “Die Sprache Manis,” Ebd., SS. 255-259.
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