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This research aims to examine and analyze the monotheistic sermon of
Imam Rida (as) with an analytical-descriptive form approach, based on
the operational method of discourse analysis (Pedam) in five discourse
spaces: “theoretical-structural space”, "semantic-value space”, "
communication-identity™, "discourse space", and "meta-discourse space”;
and then extract and draw the basic signs and finally the semantic map of
the said sermon using this method. In order to achieve this goal, the
research has tried to decipher Imam Rida's (as) expression style in the
monotheism sermon, and explain the array of deep philosophical
concepts of monotheism, and the discovery of the underlying semantic
layers of the sermon and its unspoken explanations, and then extract the
discourse that governs it and the processes affecting its. The most
important results obtained from the analysis of the monotheistic sermon
show the continuity, coherence and harmony of the phrases, the selection
and use of familiar and common words that are understandable for the
society, the accuracy in the order and arrangement of the words and
concepts mentioned, and the musical rhythm arising from the melodious
words and phrases and their rhyme, so that all these have caused the style
of delivering the sermon to be one of the most eloquent and expressive
styles for expressing deep philosophical meanings, and created a text that
all its phrases form a coherent map of meaning that is inseparable. In the
analysis of this sermon, we also see examples of intertextuality; Imam
Rida (as) makes the verses of the Qur'an the main focus of his discussion;
some parts of the sermon evoke Quranic concepts, and some of them
evoke the sayings of Imam Ali (as), which are influential in discovering
the discourse space of the sermon. The basic signifiers, meta-discourse
and semantic map obtained from the analysis of this sermon indicate its
semantic depth about knowing Almighty Allah, which briefly includes
the following: 1. complete faith in Allah; 2. the lack of difference
between essence and Allah's attributes; 3-Allah is not impressionable.

Imam Rida (as), Monotheistic Sermon, Operational Method of Discourse
Analysis (Pedam).
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1.Introduction

Nowadays, with the existence of epistemological and linguistics
knowledge and methodical approaches of discourse analysis, it is
possible to reveal the inner layers of religious texts better than in the
past, and by passing through the description of linguistic data, the
discourse governing these texts and the processes affecting the
formation of discourse extracted them. Among these texts are the
sermons of great religious leaders, such as Imam Reza's "Towhid
sermon with the fundamental idea of pure monotheism"”, which is
expressed in the form of coherent phrases, and has such an essence
that it can be analyzed with various patterns of discourse analysis.
This research analyzes this sermon in an analytical-descriptive way,
based on the approach of the operational method of discourse analysis
(PDAM) in five discourse spaces: "theoretical-structural”, "semantic-
value"”, "communication-identity”, "discourse”, and "meta-discourse"”,
analyzes. The aim is to discover its hidden and absent meanings and
its unsaid and underlying semantic layers, through examining its
expressive style, explaining the governing discourse and the processes
affecting the formation of that discourse and deciphering its final
semantic map. The result indicates that the use of precise words with
logical order and music appropriate to the meaning, with coherent and
continuous phrases, has turned the sermon delivery style into the most
eloquent style for expressing deep philosophical meanings, with this
analysis of linguistics and Semantics, and analysis of communication,
discourse and meta-discourse, basic signifiers, meta-discourse and its
semantic map were obtained.

Method

In order to obtain the underlying layers of meanings and to discover
the discourse governing the sermon, and to decode its semantic map,
the operative method of discourse analysis (PDAM) has been used,
which is based on the explanation of the three levels of macro
description, interpretation and detailed level explanation. Five
"theoretical-structural™ spaces, semantic-value space, communication-
identity space, "discourse space, and meta-discourse space" are
examined. Based on this, the surface layer of the sermon examines
"theoretical-structural space”, the deep layer of "theoretical-structural
space”, "meaning-value space™ and "communication-identity space”,
in the deeper layers of "discourse space” and " meta-discourse space"
is decoded. The theoretical space, in this sermon, refers to the
examination of the intellectual-belief space of the field of
monotheism. "Structural space” explains discursive language, and
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"value-semantic space” maps discursive orientation, but “identity-
communicative space"” examines "discursive spirit,” religious identity,
and social and intellectual status. "Communicative space™ explains the
"discourse spirit" of the sermon, intertextualities, how to create
discourse, the situation and conditions governing the creation of
discourse. In the discursive space, the conditions of identity-power-
sovereignty, which are effective in creating discourse, intertextuality
which forms the basis of the discourse space governing the text, and
the relationships between them, and the basis of the discourse, are
examined. By examining the relationship between "discursive space”
and "narrative discourse", "meta-discursive space" pays attention to
the transformation process of discourse and drawing the conditions of
identity-power of governance for the emergence of discourse in
different periods. By discovering this meta-discursive space, the
narratives, orientations and issues related to them can be understood.
Discuss

The theoretical space, at the time of the creation of this sermon, is full
of debates and protests on various topics, including "monotheism".
From a structural point of view, the choice and arrangement of the
words of the sermon, their semantic relationships with each other, the
continuity and coherence of the sentences and their components,
conveys the intention, attitude and ideology of the imam well to the
audience, despite the compression of the words and phrases. The
sermon consists of a series of news sentences that are often nouns, the
noun sentence is used to prove one thing for another, which is
appropriate to the topic in question, that is, proving the attributes of
God Almighty in the introduction of monotheism. The end of the
sermon is coherently tied to its introduction, the imam arranges the
introduction, text and end of the sermon in harmony with one another,
with the focus of monotheism, and makes each verse and phrase an
introduction to dealing with the next verse and phrase, this topic It
turns the sermon into a container, which arranges its parts and topics
as a single collection inits heart. Identification in the sermon is based
on monotheism, which shows the importance of Islamic identity based
on monotheistic orientation and the superiority of this identity and the
social and intellectual position of Imam Reza (pbuh). This religious
identity is the most important factor in strengthening the Islamic
society. In such a way that Ma'mun fraudulently used this identity to
strengthen his governmental position by attributing the Imam to the
Province. Since the art of oratory has a strong focus on stimulating the
emotions and feelings of the audience, the imam uses the elements of



58 Farhang Razavi Scientific Research Quarterly, Year 11, Number 4, Winter 2024, Serial.....44

"emotion”, "love™ and "respect” for people from different religions
and approaches in this sermon and other sermons and even in his
debates. This affection, combined with honesty and truthfulness,
eliminates malice, resentment, and anger and doubles the literary
value of words. Imam, despite knowing the mischievous intentions of
Ma'mun and those around him in inviting him to deliver this sermon,
patiently and with dignity, love and respect towards the audience,
explains the issues in such a way that there is no sign of reprimand
and Condemnation is not seen in his expression. The discourse
dimensions of this sermon are about Almighty God, His attributes, the
forms raised in this context, the appropriate answers, and the
construction of identity based on monotheism. These topics and
relationships between texts that have helped to produce the text of the
sermon and the intersection of intertextuality that has formed the basis
of the discourse atmosphere governing the sermon, determine the
discourse approach. In this sermon, we see examples of intertextuality,
Imam (pbuh) makes the Qur'anic verses the main focus of his
discussion, some passages of the sermon are reminiscent of Quranic
assurances, and some are reminiscent of Imam Ali's (pbuh)
statements, which in Discovering the discourse space of the sermon is
effective. In the meta-discourse analysis of Pdam's operational method
for religious texts, the examination of floating signifiers, i.e. different
elements and concepts of the sermon, identifies the basic and central
signifiers of the "monotheism™ discourse and shows that these basic
signifiers are related to the discourses in This context has created new
meaningful relations by other infallible imams. The basic signs
obtained from the discourse governing the text of the sermon can be
seen in many verses of the Holy Qur'an, prophetic hadiths and the
traditions of the Prophet (pbuh). These signs show the discursive
approaches of the text, which are also seen in other religious texts
related to monotheism, and the semantic map of the ruling discourse
in the diagram below.

Conclusion

In this article, the monotheistic sermon was analyzed with the
discourse analysis method of Pdam, the imam bases his speech on the
basis of reasoning and thinking with solid reasons and certain
arguments, and with a detailed knowledge of his audience, and the
standards of eloguence and awareness of The requirements of the
subject and the context of the text strengthen and organize their
phrases with strong arguments and make each phrase a strong
argument for the previous phrase, and this gives a special coherence to
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the many verses of the sermon. The aforementioned analysis was
investigated according to the five spaces from the point of view of
linguistics, semantics, communication, discourse and meta-discourse.
The basic signifiers, meta-discourse and semantic map obtained from
the analysis of this sermon indicate its semantic depth regarding the
knowledge of God Almighty, which briefly includes the following: 1-
Complete faith in God 2- No difference between nature and God's
attributes 3- God is not defective.
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