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Abstract

The assimilation of the Sensible to the Intelligible has been a technical and
artistic effort throughout the history of Islamic philosophy. The Muslim
philosophers have shown their skill in their circular metaphorical drawing
the grades of existence, based on the two arcs of descent and ascent, and
have enriched them with the revelatory teachings. In spite of all the basic
and methodological differences in their views, the centrality of believing in
the Origin and the Return has made an agreement between them on
drawing this circle. The substantiality of the basic principle of believing in
the Origin and the Return, taking use of the revealed texts; i.e. the Qur’anic
verses, and some philosophical concepts such as the Gradedness of
Existence, are some common principles in all schools of Islamic
philosophy, and my explanation in this paper is based on these principles.
In a paper entitled “A Critical Look at the ‘Fayd’-oriented Approach to
Islamic Philosophy and its Consequences for Education”, its author in a
part of his objections to the ontological principles of Islamic philosophy,
has criticized the circular order consisting of the arcs of descent and ascent,
has described it as ai“problematic and not very skilful plan”, and in the
shadow of this description, has made some misplaced objections to the
whole of the system of Islamic philosophy. In expressing the views of
Muslim philosophers and examining the objections of that paper to the
concepts of “the Gradedness of Existence” and “the Descent of God’s
‘Fayd’”, I will follow the principles of criticism, which are based on my
explanation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The religious texts are full of the principles related to the chain of descent
and ascent in the “Fayd” (Emanation). The Muslim philosophers have
reflected on the revealed texts, and based on the Qur’anic verses such as
the verse 5 fromithe Stirah 32 (Al-Sajdah) (“He organizes the matter from
Heaven [down] to Earth; then it will soar back up to Him ...”) have
explained the order of creation according to the two chains of descent and
ascent. Since the return and the upward movement are not flexible and
regressive, they have shown that the return and the ascent in the process of
perfection in the world of Being have a circular movement. The religious
statements which draw the belief in the Origin and the Return, state this
truth obviously. These statements declare the chain of existence as
originated from the Divine Cause who has wisdom, knowledge, power, and
other Attributes of Beauty and Attributes of Perfection Attributing “the
Firstness and the Lastness” to God, most of all, expresses how the chain of
existence is arranged and connected. The Muslim philosophers have said
that “the existential end of every effect is itself the emanative cause of that
effect”, and the Muslim mystics have interpreted this truth as follows: “the
Ends return to the Beginnings”, whichlis derived from this Qur’anic verse:
“He 1s the First and the Last” (57 (Al-Hadid)/3) .

The descent and ascent of Being have corresponding and symmetrical
grades. The ascent is made in the same grades in which it was descended,
but not in a straight and regressive line. In the arc of descent, Being passes
the Worlds of Intellect, Imagination, and Matter, and then by passing the
same worlds in the arc of ascent, it returns to the End. In the arc of descent,
the emanation starts from the intellect and ends with the matter; i.e., after
going through the highest grades, the emanation reaches the lower grades,
but in the arc of ascent, it starts from the lower grades and then reaches the
higher grades after going through all the lower grades. This is why the
Rule of Possibility of the Higher is prevalent in the arc of descent and the
Rule of Possibility of the Lower is prevalent in the arc of ascent, and after
the realization of the arc of ascent, the circle of existence becomes
complete, and the Ends return to the Beginnings. In this description, many
principles and the basic problems about creation have been explained.

Discussion
The problem of unity and plurality and the relation of plurality to unity is
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one of the oldest philosophical problems. In spite of all the ups and downs
of this problem in the views of pre-Islamic and post-Islamic philosophers,
the principality of unity in the Being is prominent in the views of all of
them, and monotheism has a special manifestation in all of them. Of
course, the grades of monotheism are diverse, and the Islamic teachings
include the most complete grade of monotheism. The concomitance of
existence with unity and, above all, their identity, are manifestations of this
existential correlation. The explanation of the multiplicity of beings and
their relation with the One, Simple, and Absolute Cause and the quality of
their issuance from it is one of the main discussions of the Muslim
philosophers. From al-Farabi to the adherents of Transcendent Philosophy
in our days, the various dimensions of this problem have been seriously
explored, and its course has become progressive and more perfect. The
explanation of the quality of the issuance of creatures from the One Cause
is called “Fayd”, which means “Emanation”, in the language of
philosophers. The “Fayd” is a keyword in Islamic philosophy, which has
its special meaning and has some subtle differences from what other pre-
Islamic philosophers, especially Plotinus, have meant by it.

Conclusion

Although, partly, al-Farabi and, considerably, Malla Sadra have tried to
enrich and reread Plotinus’ views in the light of Islamic rich teachings,
neglecting the principles, explanations, justifications and arguments
presented about the “Fayd” has made some mistakes in the minds(of some
researchers. In a paper entitled “A Critical Look at the ‘Fayd’-oriented
Approach to Islamic Philosophy and its Consequences for Education”
(Baghert, 2010), its author in a part of his objections to the ontological
principles of Islamic philosophy, has criticized the circular order consisting
of the arcs of descent and ascent, has described it as a “problematic and not
very skilful plan”, and in the shadow of this description, has made some
misplaced objections to the whole of the system of Islamic philosophy.
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