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Abstract
Background and Objective: The purpose of the present study was to explain
the role of educational leadership in the achievement of students. Due to the
dispersion and diversity of the findings of past studies about the role of
educational leadership, the focus of this article is on the combination and
integration of the results of previous studies in this field and it has been done
with a meta-synthesis method.
Research methodology: This research was conducted with meta-synthesis
: method and its research statistical population includes all studies that have dealt
: with the relationship between educational leadership and students' achievement
: in the years 2000-2022. These studies were obtained by searching in foreign
: and domestic scientific databases, and among them 44 sources were selected
: as the research sample with the purposive sampling method.
i Findings: The findings of this literature review show that four leadership
styles, which are integrated leadership, distributed educational leadership,
: contingent leadership, and behavioral leadership can help improve the
10.22098/AEL.2023.137  : €effectiveness of the educational leader in the learning of students. Also, the
64.1350 : findings show the direct effect of educational leadership through the leader's
: personal characteristics, skills and actions; and the indirect effect of
educational leadership is through improving school conditions, improving
: classroom conditions, improving teacher effectiveness, and interacting with
: social partners.
: Conclusion: Therefore, based on the results of this research, educational
i leadership affects the students’ achievement both directly and indirectly
: through the use of leadership styles.
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A systematic review of the role of educational leadership in students' academic achievement: a meta-synthesis

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Leadership in educational organizations is of particular importance due to the impact of education on the
development of societies. Due to the influence of leadership in the education system and the influence of education
on the development of countries, experts have considered the realization of the goals of civilizations to be
dependent on capable educational leaders (Amanchukwu et al, 2015). The concentration of research on the role
of school leadership in the effectiveness of educational centers has led to the emergence of a rich literature and
background to explain the importance and role of leadership in schools (Bush & Glover, 2014). However, by
reviewing the existing literature in this field, due to the dispersion and diversity of the findings of past studies
about the role of educational leadership, it is not possible to reach coherent results that clearly explain the role of
educational leadership in academic progress. Therefore, the aim of the present research is to review the researches
in this field and achieve the role of educational leadership in the academic progress of students.

Methodology:

This research has used the meta-synthesis method, according to the model of Sandlowski and Barros (Sandlowski
& Barros. 2007). The research statistical population of this study includes studies that have addressed the Issue of
"the role of leadership in the academic achievement of students”. In order to collect research data, in the first
stage, the research conducted from 2000 to 2023 with the keywords of the role of educational leadership, the effect
of educational leadership, academic achievement, academic success in the internal scientific database (ensani.ir,
irandoc and Civilica) and Foreign (Google scholar) was searched. Based on the initial results of the search, related
articles were identified and various parameters such as title, abstract, content were evaluated to select the articles,
and finally 39 sources were extracted and selected. Also, 5 other sources were added to the research sources using
backward search and a total of 44 studies were examined. Then, the information of the selected researches were
categorized in a table. This table was set up based on the theorists' names, year and key points of each study.
Finally, by analyzing the results of the studies, the findings of the research were presented in the form of a thematic
network.

Results:

The findings of this literature review show that the studies that examined the role of leadership in the academic
achievement of students are divided into two categories. The first group are studies that analyzed leadership styles
to identify effective styles; and the second category is researches that have examined the direct or indirect role of
leadership in the school.

In this research, by systematic reviewing these two sections of studies, three inclusive themes of leadership style
(with four organizing themes and twenty-one basic themes), direct role (with three organizing themes and thirty-
five basic themes) and indirect role of educational leadership (with four organizing themes and fifty-seven basic
themes) were obtained.

The inclusive theme of leadership style consists of four leadership styles with the titles of integrated leadership,
distributed educational leadership, contingent leadership and behavioral leadership. The inclusive theme of the
direct role of educational leadership is also composed of three themes of personal characteristics, actions and
skills; and finally, the inclusive theme of the indirect role of educational leadership is formed by four organizing
themes of school conditions, classroom conditions, teachers and communication with social partners.

Discussion and conclusion

Based on the results of this research, the type of orientation and focus of educational leadership is effective on
students' learning. In fact, school leadership through the use of leadership styles, both directly through
characteristics, skills and actions; and indirectly through school conditions, classroom conditions, teachers and
external conditions, it will affect the academic achievement of students.
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