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disengagement and bullying has been investigated.

Methods: For this purpose, 486 students were selected through
cluster sampling method among all the primary school students in
Tehran. There were 254 male and 232 female students. They
completed the Bullying Scale, the Moral Disruption Scale, the Moral
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E [=] Emotions Scale, and the Moral Identity Questionnaire. This stud
y y
was conducted using structural equation modeling with the help
[mlalia of SPSS22 and PLS-SEM software.

Findings: It has been shown that moral identity and moral
emotion both have a mediating role in the relationship between
moral Disengagement and bullying.

Conclusion: Therefore, it can be concluded that according to the
concept of the moral agency from Bandura's social cognitive
theory, emotional factors should be considered in addition to
cognitive factors and moral reasoning in order to examine the
moral behavior of individuals.
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Introduction

In the field of ethics, much attention is paid
to the communication processes between
moral knowledge and moral or immoral
behaviors. Classical cognitive development
theories of moral development (1, 2, 3)
However, these theories of cognitive
constructivism also agree with the
assumption that moral development is not a
mandatory process and moral delay may
occur. As a result, the risk of antisocial
behavior increases (4, 5). Most of the studies
that have been conducted in the field of
children and adolescents in examining the
patterns of moral reasoning among bullies
use the conceptual framework of moral
discontinuity (12, 13). During the last three
decades, in the psychology of ethics, a
structure has been created that, as a
motivational factor, can link moral judgment
to moral action. As mentioned, Kohlberg's
theory (1) and similar researches have
largely focused on the processes of moral
judgment and have less emphasis on the
precursors of moral action (15). In contrast
to theories of moral cognitive development,
other theories focus on the role of moral
emotions (17, 18). Moral emotions are
emotions that are responsible for moral
violations and the motivation for moral
behavior. Moral emotions are related to the
dual status of help/harm (20). There are
several moral models that, in addition to
moral reasoning and moral emotion, see
moral identity as a key source of motivation
for moral action (15) according to the
researches mentioned that the role of moral
reasoning is insufficient in predicting moral
behaviors, and based on Bandura's theory of
moral agency, this research seeks to examine
the role of The mediation of variables of
moral emotion and moral identity in the
relationship between moral disengagement
and bullying behavior in school.

Materials and Methods

The method of the present research is
descriptive and of the type of correlation
designs and structural equation modeling
method. The statistical population of this
research includes all primary school
students of Tehran city in the academic year

0f 2018-2019. 486 people were selected as a
sample. It is necessary to explain that in the
methodology of  structural equation
modeling, the sample size can be determined
between 5 and 15 observations for each
measured variable: 5q < n < 15q, where q is
the number The observed variables are the
number of items (questions) of the
questionnaire and n is the sample size. It
should be noted that the emphasis is always
on the sample size should not be less than
200 people (33).

Since the total number of questions related
to the questionnaires of this research is 46
questions. Therefore, according to the above
formula, the number of sample people can be
between 230 and 690 people, the average of
which is about 486 people, using multi-stage
cluster methods and by education level and
gender was selected. The data collection
tools were as follows: the 6-question
Bullying Scale (25), the 18-item Moral
Disruption in Bullying Scale (MDBS) (25),
the 14-question Moral Emotions Scale (25),
and the Moral Identity Questionnaire (31).

Findings

Based on the results, it can be seen that the
verification index of the validity of the
sharing of hidden variables is positive for all
the constructs, therefore, the developed
model has adequate adequacy. Also, to check
the quality or validity of the model, the
validity check is used, which includes the
validity check index of sharing and the
validity check index of filling or redundancy.
The positive values of these indicators
indicate the appropriate and acceptable
quality of the measurement and structural
model. The indices are positive and greater
than zero. Therefore, the model is approved
based on these indicators. In addition, the
value of the statistic was estimated at 2.288,
which is greater than the value of 1.96, which
indicates that moral excitement was a
mediator in the relationship between moral
breach and bullying. Also, the value of the
statistic was estimated to be 3.410, which is
greater than the value of 1.96, which
indicates that moral identity was a mediator
in the relationship between moral breach
and bullying.
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Discussion

Based on the backgrounds of the research
that was examined, like many variables of
behavioral sciences, in order to study the
relationship between moral breach and
bullying, it is appropriate to consider other
variables as mediators so that a more
complete definition of the relationship
between these two can be made. provided
variable. One of these variables was
emotional factors such as "moral
excitement”. Traditional theories in moral
development, such as Piaget's and
Kohlberg's theory, paid more attention to
the role of cognitive factors in moral
judgment. In this research, two hypotheses
have been examined as follows; In
examining the first hypothesis; Since the
value of the statistic obtained (2.196) is
above the minimum statistic at the reliable
level (1.96), therefore, the null hypothesis
was rejected and the research hypothesis
was confirmed. So it was found that moral
emotion is a mediator in the relationship
between moral breach and bullying.

Results

In the psychology of ethics, due to the
dominance of the developmental cognitive
approach of Kohlberg and Piaget, for many
years, the ethics of people were investigated
solely based on their arguments. But moral
reasoning cannot be considered as the only
predictor of moral behavior and other
antecedents should be suggested. One of the
most important of them is emotional factors,
such as guilt, empathy, sympathy, pride and
love. In fact, recent works consider
emotional factors as an important aspect of
moral judgment and moral behavior.
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