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In recent years, with the increasing population, there have been significant changes
in the state of land cover, and this trend will continue in the future. Currently,
unprincipled change of the land cover is one of the most important problems in the
cities of the country, and many of its harmful effects may become apparent in the
near future. This study aims to investigate the situation of land cover change in the
outskirts of Rasht metropolis seeks to answer the questions that what are the factors
affecting the acceleration of the process of land cover change? What are the
strategies to slow down this process and what has been the trend of land use change
(agriculture to residential) in Rasht city in recent years? The present study has a
descriptive exploratory method and a qualitative approach. In order to collect the
required information from the two methods of library studies and survey study
through conducting interview in a semi-structured and in-depth method used.
Findings and results in this study show that the components affecting the change of
marginal land cover can be divided into different social, economic, physical,
environmental and managerial categories In this regard, the migration of people
from the surrounding villages to the city and the creation of the phenomenon of
suburbanization and the tourist nature of Rasht and the high attraction of tourists
and increasing the phenomenon of urban dispersion are among the most important
factors.In general, it can be concluded that the lands on the outskirts of metropolises
are the most important pillars of any city.In this regard, it can be said that there are
various strategies such as allocating green taxes for land use change - promoting
intermediate development and redefining the position of agricultural activities to
reduce the speed of these changes, which Their timely implementation can eliminate
or reduce the negative effects of land cover change.
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1.1. Introduction

Increasing the speed of unprincipled
exploitation of environmental resources has
causes loss of the balance in the ecosystem
components of the regions and changes in
land cover. Insufficient attention of people
to the criteria of land use change and not
considering the environmental potential of
an area is the beginning of the problems
caused by changing land cover. Urban
management considers programs to supply
the basic needs of residents, which generally
leads to the loss of environmental resources
such as land and ... Because during the
process of preparing some programs related
to land use, attention is not paid to the
environmental potential of the region,
preservation of valuable lands for the future,
such as agricultural lands, etc. Land use
change leads to environmental problems,
change of animal habitat, reduction of green
space per capita, air pollution following the
loss of vegetation, etc. In general, according
to the factors that have been stated, after
identifying the factors Effective in increasing
the speed of land cover change and land use,
it is necessary to provide solutions to reduce
the adverse effects of these cases. The
present study studies the various
dimensions of land cover change in the
outskirts Of The Rasht metropolises and in
the next stage presents strategies to reduce
the harmful effects of this change. In the
meantime, the following questions are
raised:What has been the trend of land use
change (agriculture to residential) in the city
of Rasht in recent years? What are the
components affecting the speed of the
process of changing the coverage of lands?
What are the appropriate strategies to
reduce the speed of land cover changes and
preserve agricultural lands?
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1.2. Research Methodology
The present research is descriptive-
exploratory in terms of research method and
has a qualitative approach. In order to
collect the required information, two
methods of library studies and survey study
were conducted through semi-structured
interviews. The interview was semi-
structured in such a way that a number of
basic questions were fixed among all
interviewees and other questions were
asked according to the interview process. In
the first stage of this research, based on
library studies, it examines theoretical
sources in the field of land use, and the next
stage, includes a semi-structured interview
with experts in the relevant field. The
sampling method and selection of
interviewees and participants is snowball
and the number of interviewees is 12 people.
The analysis of the research findings has
been done in the form of three-step open
coding, including coding, identifying the
categories, and finally the main categories of
the research. Creswell qualitative evaluation
method has been used to evaluate the
reliability of the data obtained from the
interviews.

1.3. Research Findings

The speed of the process of changing the use
of agricultural lands in the study area
(suburbs) has been increasing rapidly. Many
of the new constructions in the northern
parts of the city are low-density and
scattered, which contributes to the
horizontal expansion of the city and its
negative consequences, such as the
destruction of agricultural land and the ille
gal development of suburban settlements.
Studies show that the physical changes in
the city have been mainly in the northern
and then southern areas, and most of these
agricultural lands have become residential
areas.One of the reasons for the expansion
of Rasht metropolis in the northeast
direction is the lack of topographic
restrictions and better environmental
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conditions, so that access to natural
landscapes and  favorable  weather
conditions and the presence of tourist
attractions in these areas has increased the
tendency to build villas. Also, in recent years,
due to the location of Mehr housing in the
southwest of Rasht, the value of land in this
area has increased and access to
infrastructure in this area has made the
southern area of Rasht a suitable
environment for immigrants. And these
factors themselves have become a reason to
increase the development process in this
direction. The components that affect the
speed of change of marginal land cover are
mainly related to the role, nature and
performance of a city. The mentioned
components can be divided into different
social, economic, physical, environmental
and managerial categories. In order to
reduce the adverse effects of the identified
factors, strategies such as allocating green
tax for land use change in order to reduce
the tendency to land use change- Identify
uses that produce food value (within the
ecological potential of the land: agricultural
and horticultural, etc.) of the region And
determining the direction of development
with the least harm to these activities -
determining and implementing the criteria-
Promoting intermediate development and
preventing the horizontal growth of cities -
Appropriate  spatial  distribution  of
population - Redefining the position of
activities related to agriculture and culture
for sustainable development.

1.4. Conclusion

As the population grows and the desire for
urbanization expands, the tendency of rural
residents to migrate to the city intensifies.
Due to the high cost of land and housing
construction in the central areas of Rasht
metropolis, the problem of wurban
marginalization has arisen and causes a
change in land cover in marginal areas .In
these places, the existing lands, which are
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often suitable for agriculture, have been
turned into residential areas and many
Existing lands are being turned into built-up
lands. There is a cross point of this factor
and some people, due to better access to
natural landscapes on the outskirts of the
city, build villas in these areas and change
the land cover. The tourist nature of Rasht is
very effective in intensifying this factor.
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