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Small cities in developing countries are one of the weakest segment in regional
development. If development is a tool for the sustainability of areas, to maintain
the development chain, it is necessary to pay more attention to the weakest
segments. In Iran, including the county of Kermanshah as a political and natural
area, small cities have a very weak position compared to large cities. Metropolises
have been the focus of economic, social and spatial development plans. This
special attention has been focused on large cities in the light of economic growth
theories such as the growth pole. In this regard, the present applied research,
using a descriptive-analytical method, intends to investigate the balancing role
of small cities in the spatial system of the region with an integrated regional
development approach. The data has been collected through documentary and
field research and multi-criteria decision analysis methods have been used to
analyze the data. The results show that most of the economic potential of
Kermanshah is concentrated in rural areas. These capabilities have not been used
properly due to the lack of small cities that can mediate development between

Keywords: large urban areas and rural areas. Therefore, in this study, the small cities have
Small city, decision been identified as one of the main priorities for investment in the development
making methods, VIKOR, | of regions. According to the findings, Qale City has the most investment capacity
Kermanshah County as the mediator in this district.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Small cities in developing countries are
one of the weakest segment in regional
development. If development is a tool for
the sustainability of areas, to maintain the
development chain, it is necessary to pay
more attention to the weakest segments. .
Especially, in the western region of the
country, despite the fact that a large
number of cities are considered small
cities, have a balanced distribution in the
context of territorial geography and have
great potential for regional planning and
development, due to the lack of attention
to the real role and position of these cities
and their weakness, they do not play a
significant role in establishing a strong link
between the urban economy and the
regional economy. The share of small
cities in Kermanshah City is only about
one percent. Therefore, they do not play a
significant role in regional development.
The lack of mediator cities and the poor
position of small ones in the hierarchical
system of this city has caused them to have
a small share in the spatial arrangement of
areas and to slowly direct capital from
rural areas to small and mediator cities.
The aim of this study is to rank and
prioritize small cities around Kermanshah
to identify and select a mediator city to
strengthen regional investments and
reduce the burden of environmental,
physical, economic and social problems
caused by its unipolar development.

2. Research Methodology

Kermanshah County with an area of
561.651 square kilometres, constitutes
22.24% of the province area. In this regard,
15 variables have been used to investigate
and prioritize small cities with regional
development capability. It should be noted
that in this study, in addition to the cities

located in the political area of the county,
the city of Biston has also been evaluated
due to its location in the area under the
direct influence of the county of
Kermanshah. To investigate the research
variables, a researcher-made
questionnaire was prepared in the Likert
spectrum and  distributed among
university professors, experts and pundits.
The data required for analysis was
collected through a survey. In this study, a
total of 5 cities under the direct influence
of Kermanshah County were compared
and analysed using VIKOR Technique. To
compare the small cities with the goal of
prioritizing investment in a balanced
regional development, geographical and
infrastructure criteria as well as design
capabilities were used. The criteria were
selected so that the necessary conditions
for creating and expanding the city in the
long term do not face any challenges and
limitations.

3. Research Findings

Examining the characteristics of small
cities around the county of Kermanshah
provided evidence to justify the choice of
indicators used in the selection of the
mediator cities for investment. In addition,
the present study, evaluating the results of
the VIKOR value, has shown that the city
of Qale was the best option in all three
categories of utility, regret and VIKOR
Measure. If we look at the ranking based
on the VIKOR Technique, we conclude
that the distance between the first city and
the second city is greater than the
distance between the next cities in this
index. Hence, it seems that the VIKOR
Technique, considering the dimensions of
the region's capacity, has an acceptable
ability to rank cities in terms of their
selection as the mediator city. In fact, this
city, as a mediator city, has a direct
relationship with the county of
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Kermanshah in terms of regional role and
it causes the growth of Kermanshah
Metropolis compared to Kurdistan and
Azerbaijan. In general, the dimensions of
the capacity of Qale City to become a
mediator city include the following:

Physical dimension: The city of Qale has
a better location and distance from the
metropolis than the other cities. In fact,
this city is the furthest from the
metropolis. This situation has made the
city to develop distinct from the
metropolis, being less dependent on the
metropolis than the other cities.

Environmental dimension: Since this
city is located at the end of the vast plain
of Bilvar, Therefore, it is practically
impossible to pollute the upstream plains.
In this case, with the expansion of the city,
the biological and agricultural resources of
the plain will be fully protected.

Infrastructure dimension: Access to the
national and regional communication
network is one of the main advantages of
this city. Proximity to abundant water
resources is a potential feature that has
made the development of the city different
from other options.

Social dimension: The city location in
densely populated rural areas has made it
an immigrant-friendly center in the area
and welcomed by the villagers. Another
potential development for Qale City is the
development of workshops and light
industries in the area, which has facilitated
land acquisition for urban projects.

4. Conclusion

In Kermanshah County, as a political and
natural area, small cities have a very weak
position compared to large cities. Thus, an
imbalance is observed in the city, a finding
which is in line with the findings of Ziviar
and Faraji Molai (2012), Aliakbari, Taleshi,

and Faraji Darabkhani (2017), and Mikaniki,
Sarzehi, Eskandari-Sani (2016). In the
present study, balancing collaborative
urban network has emphasized the role of
small cities due to the concentration of
economic potential in the rural areas
around them. These capabilities have so
far not been properly exploited due to the
lack of small cities that mediate
development between large urban areas
and rural areas. The results of the study
showed that cities that have provided the
possibility of urban independence
economically have not had a negative
impact on rural areas and, in terms of
location, they have the capability to
provide a platform for regional
development and spatial balancing.
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