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Spatial segregation is one of the most important challenges in urban area, which
is more noticeable in merged villages into cities. During merging, these villages
mostly become a problematic and isolated neighbor of the cities. True
understanding of spatial segregation is essential to control the consequences of
merging in these areas. The aim of this paper is to explain the factors of spatial
segregation in rural-urban areas. According to the findings, elements of spatial
segregation varied at different scales and from place to place. This phenomenon
was affected by two factors, including: external factors (political, management,
location and time) and internal factors (sociocultural, economic and physical
factors) (open coding). For better factor classification and to facilitate their
analysis in future researches, after open coding, internal factors were defined at
the two levels using axial coding and variable, index and metrics type items were
identified and completed. The results showed, that factors could overlap,
contradict or reinforce each other. The dichotomy of urban and rural systems,
poor planning, poverty of residents, unemployment, lack of services, low quality
Keywords: of public transport and incomplete infrastructures of rural-urban areas as well as
Urban sprawl, Merged - lack of urban management system are the most important factors with the most
villages into cities, Spatial | repetition. These factors should be mentioned as the prior programs to eliminate
segregation, Axial coding | patial segregation in different rural-urban areas.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In several studies, spatial segregation is
considered as consequence of urban
sprawl. Therefore, numerous studies have
confirmed the effects of urban sprawl on
spatial segregation. However, other
factors affect spatial segregation which
are related to households' access to
housing  and land development
management, etc. Such factors have been
ignored by previous researches mostly.
Admittedly, confronting with the problem
of spatial segregation in rural-urban areas
depends on identifying the factors and
forces which cause and intensify
segregation in these areas successively (or
all at once). The operational aim of this
research is to find the answer of this
scientific gap. In addition, the existing
empirical research are mostly focusing on
the developed countries. Therefore, in this
regard, the recent study becomes more
important.

2. Research Methodology

The present descriptive-analytical
research uses documentary studies to
collect data and MAXQDA technique to
analyze them. Theoretical topics were
divided into 4 sections, including evolution
as well as types and dimensions of
segregation (46 references), thoughts,
theories and experiences (38 references),
exogenous development and merged
villages into cities (39 references), and
factors and consequences of segregation
(28 references) which were classified and
put into the software in four document
frames. Then, the analysis and coding were
run according to the question and purpose
of this research.

1.1 Research Findings
In coding process, 225 codes were
detected:

Political-managerial =~ factors (26
repetitions): The occurrence of spatial
segregation in rural-urban areas is the
result of lack of management. The method
of neighbor planning, which is influenced
by the urban management system,
intensifies spatial segregation. In addition,
segregations are on the base of power
relations. Population management is a
controlling factor in segregation, too. The
planners have also a significant role in
creating and strengthening of the
phenomena. Mostly, spatial segregation
results from the failure of urban planning
in confronting with urban development.
They often try to solve short-term
problems and plan for social classes with
upper income. Mainly, projects
implemented in  profitable areas,
neglecting rural-urban areas, intensify the
separation of these areas.

Location and time: Location and time
are among the external factors, too. The
location of the village seriously affects the
merging.

Socio-cultural factors (67): People
choose their place of residence based on
the inclinations of their culture and social
characteristics and generally tend to be
homogenous. In rural-urban areas, the
extent to which the socio-cultural
characteristics of the village are receptive
to the conditions of urbanization affect its
fate as a problematic and isolated context
or, conversely, a moderate and good
neighbor.

Economic factors (58): The structure of
society's economy form class divisions,
separate groups, and create spatial
inequality and segregation of individuals in
the upper /lower levels of social classes. If
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problems and injuries are concentrated in
certain areas of the city, occupied by
lower-income people, social minorities
and spatial segregation will be gradually
formed. Spatial segregation on outskirts of
cities and villages that merger into the city
mainly involves the separation of rich and
deprived communities.

Physical factors (74): "Spatial patterns”
reflect social relations and define
segregation. "Spatial form" is an effective
factor in the formation of patterns of
interconnection and spatial segregation.
All "spatial changes" affect the occurrence
of forms of inequality and segregation.

3. Conclusion

The driving forces affecting spatial
segregation in rural-urban areas are not
independent of each other. They can
overlap, contradict or reinforce each
other. They also depend on multiple
geographical locations during the time.
This process of joining during a period,
under the influence of changes in the
needs of the city - which may not be real -
has been faster and slower, during a
period, and had its effects on them in
various dimensions. Most of these effects
relate to spatial separation between these
areas and other wurban levels and
differences in the quality of their living
environment compared to the city, the
residence of immigrants and non-natives,
differences in income levels and
indigenous. The most important factor in
the emergence of these works is the
confrontation of these two different
settlement systems with heterogeneous

and distinct structure and function, i.e.,
the integrated villages in the city are not
integrated due to spontaneous and
unplanned development. Due to the
duality of urban and rural systems, poor
planning, poverty of residents,
unemployment, lack of services, poor
quality of public transport, incomplete
infrastructure, lack of urban management
system (most frequent factors), people in
these areas are isolated from the
neighbors in the region and the people and
amenities around them.

The results of this paper can be a guide
for future researches in analyzing the
factors in different rural-urban areas and
facing spatial segregation. This paper can
be an effective step to improve the
understanding of researchers in fields
related to urban planning on the formation
of spatial segregation, and guide the urban
planning decisions and actions to create
cohesive and sustainable urbans.
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