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Abstract

The rapid urbanization in the 21st century along with information revolution and
development of new technologies shows a structural change in urban
development process. Cities try to support and provide a suitable environment
to attract elite and talented people termed “creative class”. The creative city is
the center of innovation, creativity, technology, and conversion of ideas to wealth
and many cities tend to take the advantage of these specifications. This study
attempts to find the main indicators for the construction of Iranian-Islamic
creative city with regard to the important role of Islamic culture in the
organization of cities and residential places in Iran. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical method and collects data through questionnaire surveys.
After extracting the required indices of creative city from the existing literature,
they were classified into different categories. In this study, a total of 230 religious
students and scholars in Isfahan religious schools were interviewed. Factor
analysis was used to categorize the selected indicators. Finally, by using factor
analysis, selected indicators were reduced to four categories including: 1)
development of new information technology infrastructures, 2) efficient
management, 3) foreign relations and management policies and 4) women
participation in urban management.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The rapid urbanization in the 21st century
along with information revolution and
development of new technologies shows a
structural change in urban development
process. Cities try to support and provide a
suitable environment to attract elite and
talented people termed “'creative class™.
The creative city is the center of innovation,
creativity, technology, and conversion of
ideas to wealth and many cities tend to take
the advantage of these specifications.
Therefore, it is necessary to measure and
evaluate the factors that facilitate the
achievement of such a vision. If a city
succeeds to attract and nurture the creative
class and employ them in management fields
and creative industries, it could win the
competition with other cities.

One of the main components of providing
such an environment is proper management
of Information and Communications
Technology (ICT). It can be employed as a
tool to promote the other sections of the
society. It is important to note that entering
the global network is attractive. However,
preserving the local culture and national
identity is also very important. In the present
study, we have tried to find a model for city
development that could support local
culture and national identity.

This study attempts to find the main
indicators for the construction of Iranian-
Islamic creative city with regard to the
important role of Islamic culture in the
organization of cities and residential places
in Iran. We have tried to identify the factors
that could provide the ground for the
realization of the creative city in Iran
through the view point of religious scholars
and urban planners.

2. Research Methodology

This research employs a descriptive -
analytical method and collects data through
questionnaire surveys. After extracting the
required indices of creative city from the
existing literature, they were classified into
different categories. In this study, a total of
230 religious students and scholars in
Isfahan religious schools were interviewed.
Factor analysis was used to categorize the
selected indicators. Finally, by using factor
analysis, selected indicators were reduced
to four categories including: 1) development
of new information technology
infrastructures, 2) efficient management, 3)
foreign relations and management policies
and 4) women participation in urban
management

3. Research Findings

As mentioned above, four main factors were
extracted through factor analysis. The first
factor emphasizes the use of ICT to increase
the residents' knowledge in the field of
information technology, provide
appropriate infrastructure and use of new
technologies and prefer in-class education
verses virtual education. The second factor
focuses on the collaborative management to
use creative people in urban management
system and require managers to be
knowledgeable  about urban issues,
sociology and anthropology and use of
religious advisers when necessary.

The third factor emphasizes establishing a
healthy and dynamic relationship with other
cities and countries in a way that leads to
internal development. This requires the
existence of transparent, participatory and
flexible policies of government that
ultimately lead to attracting creative
individuals to the city. Finally, the fourth
factor emphasizes on the equal rights of men
and women so that the urban management
policies should aim to establish justice
between men and women so that women
can easily and safely be able to perform their
social roles in the society.
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4. Conclusion

Creative Iranian-Islamic city is not a far-
fetched dream as in the past centuries, the
Islamic cities have been the flagship of urban
development. Today, through the adaptation
of Islamic principles with the realities of
modern society, creative city may lead to
glorify the Islamic cities.
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