Quarterly Journal of Villageand o~ -~ ~ - -

Space Sustainable Development

Winter 2024, Vol.4, No.4, Serial Number 16, pp 90-112 _ Unberstyof Bknd ) - J - J

10.22077/vssd.2023.6177.1175

Exploring the Impacts and Outcomes of Creative Settlements on Rural
Development: A Case Study of Villages in Rashtkhwar County

Ali Izadit, Seyed Hadi Tayebnia?*, Hossein Karimzadeh?®, Jamshid Ainali*

1- PhD student, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geography and Environmental Planning, University
of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran

2- Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geography and Environmental Planning,
University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran

3- Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz
University, Tabriz, Iran

4- Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran
*Corresponding author, Email: Tayebnia@gep.usb.ac.ir

f}E j Abstract

eywords:
Creative settlementst Rural areas, as the oldest form of human habitation, embody one of the most ancient
developments rural areast lifestyles. In the context of contemporary challenges faced by rural regions, planners must
Roshtkhar seek innovative solutions for sustainable rural development. The establishment of creative

settlements emerges as a promising strategy towards achieving rural sustainability. This
research aims to investigate the effects and consequences of creative settlements in the
development of rural areas, with a focus on the villages of Rashtkhwar County. The study
follows an applied approach in terms of purpose and employs a descriptive-analytical
method for data collection. Data were gathered through both documentary sources and
fieldwork, utilizing a questionnaire covering five dimensions of rural development:
economic, social-cultural, institutional-management, environmental, and physical, along
with six dimensions of creative settlements: flexibility, initiative, education and promotion,
risk-taking, leadership, and participation. The statistical population included household
heads in Rashtkhwar County's villages, with a calculated sample size of 377 households
based on the Cochran formula. Additionally, opinions were sought from decision-making
groups consisting of 15 experts, including university professors and managers of rural and
agricultural development. Multi-mora and Arc GIS techniques facilitated ranking and
spatial analysis, while multi-criteria decision-making techniques, statistical tests, and

Received: software tools like Expert choice and SPSS were used for data analysis. The participation
. 11/Mar/2023 index received the highest score (0.30), while the risk index scored the lowest (0.11) using
Revised: Expert choice software. The research findings reveal a significant correlation (0.627)
20/May/2023 between the factors influencing the formation of creative settlements and development at
Accepted: the rural level. Hence, it can be concluded that as the effectiveness of factors contributing
14/0ct/2023 to the establishment of creative settlements in rural areas increases, the overall

\\ _J development process in villages improves.
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