Journal of

Geography and Planning Vol. 27, Issue. 85, Autumn 2023

Research Paper

Identifying Key Forces Affecting Urban Livability for

Children with a Foresight Approach
(Case Study: District 3 of Tabriz)

Shahrivar Rostaei!”, Fariba Kouhi Gholgasem?

This paper is an open access and licenced under the CC BY NC licence.

Refference to this article: Rostaei, Sh; Kouhi, F. (2023). Identifying Key

DOI:10.22034/GP.2023.16825 Forces Affecting Urban Livability for Children with a Foresight Approach

Keywords

Livability, Sustainable
Development, Futures
Study, Children Friendly
City

Received: 2020/05/30
Accepted: 2020/09/02
Available: 2023/10/22

(Case Study: District 3 of Tabriz). Geography and Planning, 27(85): 93-100.

ABSTRACT

With the expansion of urbanization on the one hand and the increase in population on
the other, children are being ignored in modern urban developments and the need to pay
more attention to them in cities is felt. To this end, urban spaces that can meet tangible
needs such as access to utilities, housing, transportation and etc and intangible needs
such as a sense of belonging, security and etc are essential for children This is called
urban livability. Increasing the livability of cities is directly related to increasing the
attractiveness of urban environments for citizens and can itself provide the basis for
sustainable urban development. It is important to pay attention to children because they
are future citizens of society and they create the link between the past and the future
generations. The present study, by using futures study knowledge, identified key forces
in the future of children's livability. In the first phase, using the Delphi method, we first
identified some of the variables affecting the future status of urban living for children,
then we extracted 47 variables that were approved by experts and received the highest
score. We divided these 47 variables into four environmental, physical, social, and
economic groups. Then, using structural analysis method and creating a 47 * 47 matrix,
these variables were compared using MICMAC software. Finally, 7 key forces were
extracted that play the most important role in the future status of children's urban
livability.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, problems such as increasing crime rates, the presence of various types of pollution, the lack of adequate space
for children to play and ect. These problems have made it necessary to pay attention to the needs of children. In the
past, with courtyards and gardens, many children's play needs were met in private or semi-private spaces, but with the
changing pattern of living, the apartment homes could be less responsive to their needs. Therefore, the interaction of
children in the urban environment is essential. Obviously, how to meet the needs of children in their urban spaces will
have a direct impact on their future behavior and behavior in urban environments, so in order to have good citizens in
the future we need to consider their needs right now. What the needs of children in their city are and what needs can
make the city a desirable and livability environment for them, and what forces can affect children's future livelihoods
in cities and how we can deal with the undesirable futures. Therefore, in this study we need to use futures study
approach.

District 3 of Tabriz municipality with a population of 243400 in 2011 and 229474 in 2016 is the second most populous
area of the city, with a significant part of the population being children. Each of the neighborhoods in the area has
different living conditions for children and in some neighborhoods children's livability are deficient, and there is a gap
between their needs and the facilities provided. Despite of this condition paying attention to children's livability in
district 3 of tabriz and the forces that can affect on futur of children's livability is necessary. By identifying key forces
eeee a pppp pmn for hhilder’’ s futrri in tee iit..

Research Methods

In terms of purpose, this research is applied research and this is descriptive-analytical research. We used Delphi method
and structural analysis in MIC MAC software to identify the future key forces of children's livability in Tabriz District
3.

Results and Conclusions

The present study, by using futures study knowledge, identified key forces in the future of children's livabilityIn the
first phase, using the Delphi method, we first identified some of the variables affecting the future status of urban living
for children, then we extracted 47 variables that were approved by experts and received the highest score. We divided
these 47 variables into four environmental, physical, social, and economic groups. Then, using structural analysis
method and creating a 47 * 47 matrix, these variables were compared using MICMAC software . Finally, seven forces
were extracted, which play key role in the future of children in the city. These seven key forces include the proper
location of schools, the status of alleys and passages, the existence of playgrounds in residential complexes, the quality
of parks, the cost of improving educational spaces, the cost of improving green space, child safety against vehicles.
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