https://sppl.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Spatial Planning
E-ISSN: 2476-3357

Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 13, Issue 3, No.50, Autumn 2023, pp. 1- 2
Received: 09/06/2023 Accepted: 19/09/2023

Application of the Actant-Network Theory of Bruno Latour in Reading the Concept of Space

Hossein Hataminejad !  *, Ahmad Pourahmad 2, Saeed Zanganeh Shahraki 3, Reza Kanooni *
1- Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of
Tehran, Iran
hataminejad@ut.ac.ir

2- Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of Tehran, Iran
pourahmad@gmail.com

3- Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of
Tehran, Iran
saeed.zanganeh@ut.ac.ir

4- PhD Student of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Tehran. Iran
reza.kanooni@ut.ac.ir

Abstract:

Background: Space has always been a place of thinking and theorizing in various scientific fields, including
geography. Each scholar looks at space from a different perspective. In the meantime, in the present research, an
attempt has been made to study the reading of the concept of space from the perspective of the actant-network
theory and to obtain a new reading of the concept of space.

Objective: The aim of the current research is to identify the applications of the actant-network theory in
reading the concept of space and also to expand new visions by using new intellectual-philosophical theories in
looking at space.

Research Methods: The current research is a part of basic research and it is done based on the analytical
method. The source of this research to discover applications is Bruno Latour's (1996) actant-network theory. In
this study, the data were collected by referring to main texts and secondary materials (articles, theses, and books
written in recent years about the actor-network theory) by sampling the texts (in a targeted manner). The purpose
of sampling here is to theorize applications, not statistical generalization.

Research Findings: The actant-network theory defends the agency of non-human actors along with
humans by rejecting essentialism as well as nature/society duality and believes that human actors are
not superior to non-human actors and the whole is not in the hands of any of them. The application of
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the actant-network theory in the reading of the concept of space results in the acceptance of the principle of
suspension in the knowledge of space, space as a syntagm, collective production of space, fuzzification of space,
and multifaceted space. It considers space as a network and a black box.

Keywords: Actant-Network, Bruno Latour, Space, Fundamental.

Introduction

Space has different definitions from the point of view of different sciences, including architecture,
psychology, sociology, political science, urban planning, economics, philosophy, physics, and some other
disciplines, and each discipline looks at the category of space from a specific perspective. All experts and
thinkers are looking for an answer to the question of what space is. They have thought and presented different
theories, but due to the complexity of the nature of space, there are still many disputes over the definition of
space. In this research, an attempt is made to apply Bruno Latour's (1996) actant-network theory in reading the
concept of space.

What is Latour's answer to the question of space? And what are the ontological differences between Latour's
actant-network theory in explaining the concept of space and other theories about space? The actant-network
theory, which somehow has tried to separate its way from different schools and approaches (of course, this does
not mean a complete break with other theories and schools) and has many ontological and epistemological
differences with them, can provide us a new perspective on the concept of space. So far, according to the
mentioned sources, the views that have been presented on the concept of space, such as the absolute space of
Nionetti to Lefebvre's spatial trialectics, show the dispersion of approaches and viewpoints related to this
concept. In this study, we aim to study Bruno Latour’s direction and whether his theory has similarities with the
most important approaches and ideas about space.

Materials and Methods

The current research is a part of basic research and it is done based on the analytical method. The data were
collected using first-hand sources (e.g. Latour, 1996) and second-hand texts (articles, theses, and books written
in recent years about the actant-network theory). In order to achieve theoretical richness, the texts and sources
are referred to several times to extract the key points that exist in the theory and from which the applications of
the theory in reading the concept of space can be concluded. It was also tried to analyze and examine the
differences and similarities between the concept of space from the perspective of the actant-network theory and
other approaches and theories around the concept of space.

Research Findings

The results of the study show that the actant-network theory defends the agency of non-human actors along
with humans by rejecting essentialism as well as nature/society duality and believes that human actors are not
superior to non-human actors and the whole is not in the hands of any of them. The application of the actant-
network theory in the reading of the concept of space results in the acceptance of the principle of suspension in
the knowledge of space, space as a syntagm, collective production of space, fuzzification of space, and
multifaceted space. The theory considers space as a network and a black box.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

What can be generally taken from Bruno Latour's actant-network theory in the reading of the concept of
space is that Latour is against any presuppositions regarding space and in dealing with space (principle of
suspension). Instead of facing the space with a fixed presupposition and looking for signs to prove our
presupposition of the space (which is not accepted by the actor-network theory), Latour suggests that we should
allow the actors to express themselves. How can we describe the space? Based on the teachings of actor-network
theory, we should not look for a definite answer to this question. Due to the philosophical nature of this question,
we should not turn it into an endless dispute. Rather, it is better to look for a way to face the description of the
space in a way that we can. After identifying the actors, links, connections, and negotiations that take place in the
concept, we should look for the lack of links and connections within the network that have caused problems so
that we can help expand the network and make it stronger by connecting and re-linking the actors and resetting
them. As Latour believes “everyday practice doesMot need any theorizing to reveal its underlying structuref..
Practice does not lack anything”. This means that there is no need to impose a model from space to space. The
responsibility of the actant-network researcher is not how the space actors "should" reason or act, s/he should
understand "how" they (the actors) reason or act.
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Figure 2: Black box process and its components
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Figure 3: The process of turning space into a black box
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