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Abstract

Since the International Criminal Court was established, Ahmad al-Faqi al-Mahdi
was the first person prosecuted by the Court for crimes against cultural heritage. In his trial,
the Court appears to have followed a practice influenced by human rights. Such human rights
influence can also be observed in other international criminal courts, such as International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). One can argue that the change in the
notion of cultural heritage and the increasing salience of cultural heritage in international
public opinion from a human rights perspective count among the factors affecting the inter-
national criminal courts. Against this backdrop, the present article draws on a descriptive and
analytical methodology to explain the practices adopted by the international criminal courts
from a human rights perspective. It answers how international criminal courts approach cul-
tural heritage by suggesting that human rights influence the international criminal courts in
their approach to cultural heritage. This research discusses the shift in the notion of cultural
heritage, the practice of international criminal courts, and the international community’s ap-
proach to shared cultural heritage.
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1. UN Doc .S/RES ,2347 /Adopted by the Security Council at its7907 th meeting24 ,
March .2017 p.4.

2. International Military Tribunal (IMT)

3. International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia) ICTY.(
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3. the 1982 Mexico City Declaration
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1. Corine Wegener
2. Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification ,particularly in Africa(1994)
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