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Extended abstract

1- Introduction

The present era of network society has capacities for mobilization, identity formation, and
organization based on common dissatisfactions, and increasing distrust in partisan-guild
organizations has led to the presence of pluralist protest agencies or activism from different
social strata and intellectual bodies in the streets. Iranian society has also been affected by
these developments since the second half of the 2017s, facing a brand-new spectrum of
political, social, and guild protests that are considered a turning point in Iran’s modern
history, because they differ greatly in form and nature from previous movements. In these
protests, the economically and socially marginalized masses, workers, and guilds that have
increasing political-social awareness, participated in the streets and city squares in a relatively
spontaneous manner to be heard and advance their economic, social, and political demands.
The present study, seeks to answer the following questions: What were the main reasons or
motivations of activists to participate in the 2017-2021 protests? And how did they become
aware of and participate in protest plans (time, location, and slogans)?

2- Theoretical Framework

The present study utilizes the theoretical foundations of street politics, sub-politics, and
network society to examine the causes and forms of the 2017-2021 protests in Iran. According
to the theory of street politics, streets have now become a platform for people to express their
dissatisfaction. Having capacities and contexts for expanding communication technologies,
especially the internet, have strengthened organization capabilities for this presence, since
protesters, in the absence of unified leadership, have become aware of current conditions as
well as how to participate in protest gatherings through social networks and cyberspace and
attended the streets in a coordinated manner. Since the second half of the 2017s, the political
atmosphere of the Islamic Republic has also become dependent on a component called the
street, where workers, teachers, drivers, women, youth, and students have chosen to express
their demands in the absence of efficient and supportive parties, institutions and guilds.

3- Methodology

The method of this study is exploratory and field-based, utilizing qualitative content analysis.
In this research, the content of texts extracted from data has been analyzed using semi-
structured in-depth interview techniques with 84 participants (comprised of different groups
including teachers, workers, drivers, students, and others) who have been protesting or
criticizing economic, political, and social policies and conditions of society from late 2017 to
2021. This field study has two objectives: understanding the main motivations of interviewees
for participating or sympathizing with protests, and how people were made aware and
organized to attend protests (type of slogan, date, time, and location of protests).

4- Results & Discussion

The findings indicate that people's protests and demands during 2017-2021 cover a spectrum
from structural reforms to fundamental changes. In these protests, the most important issue was
economic problems and livelihood demands as the priority of all groups. However, other social
and political demands have also been important and considerable. With a historical-comparative
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perspective, we realize that in the 2009 protests, students have been more active and their
demands have been mainly political. But from the December 2017 protests onwards, the
impoverished middle class like teachers, and lower strata of society like workers and slum
dwellers have mainly participated in the protests with economy-centered as well as political and
social demands. This signifies the transformation of quality-of-life issues into one of the most
crucial demands of society. What is seen in current protests is a more extensive agency. Now all
groups of society are participating in protests. Regarding how interviewees became aware of
information and calls for protests and the time and method of participation, the use of virtual
social networks ranks first. Among social networks, Telegram channels, Instagram, Twitter, and
WhatsApp groups were the most used, respectively. Next in this spectrum, is the use of satellite
news networks such as Voice of America. In the next ranks, there are BBC Persian, Iran
International, which was established a few months before the protests of December 2017,
Manoto TV, and Radio Farda. These extensive agencies are reinforced by the convergence of
media and society and threaten national cohesion and political stability.

5- Conclusions & Suggestions

The distrust of protesting people and groups towards syndicates, parties, and factions to
convey their voices to officials and ruling elites has caused these groups to directly pursue
their goals and demands through street protests and strikes. Moreover, in these protests, a
network of widespread protests is formed by connecting classes, guilds, and different popular
groups which poses serious challenges to the government. Conversely, the expanding
application of cyberspace in people's daily lives in the form of social networks has brought
public opinions and thoughts closer together and, in a way, played the role of a catalyst in
such protests. People’s frustration and disappointment from poor and unstable economic and
social conditions and incorrect decision-making and policymaking have been the root cause of
protests, while the street and media have been the tools to advance and facilitate the protests.
Therefore, to overcome these issues, the following solutions are suggested to the country's
politicians and policymakers: putting efforts into eliminating poverty and injustice, honest
expression of problems and challenges to people and presenting a believable prospect of
overcoming economic challenges, seriously combating corruption and generating grounds,
paying attention to the role of intermediary sociopolitical institutions to reinforce people-
centered policymaking, nativism and youth-centered management of the country and
attempting to organize protests and rallies.
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