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Abstract:

In the preface to the second part of his book, Ethics, Spinoza claims that he intends
to deal with issues that lead to the knowledge of human highest happiness. At the
end of the book, he declares that happiness is an intellectual love in God. Since the
love in God is considered the highest human happiness according to Spinoza, it is
necessary to understand what he means by the concept of divine love. In the third
part of the book, he analyzes human emotions to explain human happiness and
freedom, and defines love as a pleasure that is to consider together with its cause. He
thinks that when we achieve intuitive knowledge, i.e. knowledge of God, we may
experience an intellectual love for God. In addition to being the basis of human
happiness, this love also affects the quality of his life. This article explains the nature
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of the emotion of intellectual love for God and its moral and social functions
according to Spinoza, and has come to the conclusion that this love leads to the
releasing of human beings from the suffering caused by passivity, attaining peace of
mind, achieving virtue and happiness and observing death unimportant and being
not afraid of it.

Key words: Spinoza, human life, functions of love, intuitive knowledge,
intellectual love of God.

Problem Statement:

Love is one of the deepest human emotions, and love for God is one of the most
frequent concepts by theologians, mystics, and philosophers in the West and East.
Spinoza, who introduces his philosophy in the direction of recognizing the "highest
happiness” of the human being, says at the end of the second part of his book Ethics:
"Happiness consists in the love of God." His understanding of the concept of
intellectual love in general and Divine love in particular, and its characteristics are
different from the common understanding of the concept. He refers to such a love as
"intellectual love". The intellectual love in God, which is supposed to lead to the
highest happiness of a person, also leaves traces in the individual and social life of a
person, especially because what Spinoza means by happiness is not salvation in the
afterlife, but happiness in this worldly life. In this field, no work has been done in
Persian so far, so it deserves to be investigated. The main question of the present
article refers to Spinoza's view on Divine love, that is, man's love for God and its
role in human life, which will include the following two sub-questions:

1) What is Spinoza's definition of the nature of love, especially the love of God?

2) What are the moral and social results of God's love for human life?

Method
This article was obtained by research method and by interpretation and research on
the thoughts of Spinoza.

Finding and Results:

In order to explain human highest happiness, in the third part of his book Ethics,
Spinoza described and explained the emotional structure of man and divided human
emotions into two types: active emotions and passive ones. In active emotions the
cognition is involved; When we have active emotions, we are free and active, but
when we are influenced by external things, our emotions are passive. In other words,
when we live under the guidance of reason, we are free, but if our behavior is formed
under the influence of passivity, we will be slaves. Thus, love as an emotion includes
active love and passive love. According to Spinoza, intellectual love for God is an
active and admired emotion and comes from the third type of knowledge, i.e.
intuitive knowledge. Since love is pleasure combined with the idea of its cause, and
the cause is the intuitive knowledge of God. This knowledge leads to the production
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of intellectual love for God. Reflecting on Spinoza's works shows that, in his opinion,
Intellectual love for God is effective in human moral and social behaviors and leads
to results such as: releasing from the slavery of passivity; enjoyment of a virtuous
and happy life; peace of mind and trivialization of death. It can also lead the society
towards virtue, morality and freedom.
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