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Abstract

Although the Neoplatonic school has been called as the last link and legacy of the
chain of Hellenism's philosophical tradition, the combined and unifying
characteristic of this philosophical school on the one hand, and the diversity of
theoretical and practical tendencies and orientations within it on the other hand,
raises a range of questions for scholars regarding the conceptual unity within those
trends. Among the first questions, apart from the question related to the type and
style of reading of the members of this school from the systems of Plato and
Aristotle, it goes back to the ontological view of the philosophers of this
philosophical tradition, which, although undoubtedly a reflection of the views of its
founder - Plotinus - in the Enneads and especially the theory hypostasis. This article
analyzes and compares the levels of existence among two early Neoplatonists -
Porphyry, the student of Plotinus, and lamblichus, the student of Porphyry - and their
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degree of affinity and loyalty to the basic structure of Neoplatonism's Ontology, and
shows that with lamblichus, there is a kind of fundamental rotation of the type of
integration with the elements. Mystery and priesthood emerged in this system and
were finally rebuilt in the framework of Proclus' school and his influential writings.

Keywords: Neoplatonists, Porphyry, lamblichus, degrees of existence, hypostases,
theurgy.

Problem Statement

Porphyry and lamblichus of Syria are known as important and influential figures of
the Neoplatonic school. After Plotinus and Ammonius Saccas, as the founders of the
Neoplatonic school, their successors developed a far more complex and extensive
cosmology and metaphysics. Among the late Platonists, despite the many
commonalities in theoretical and practical aspects, the differences are not small, and
we even see fundamental turns in the approaches and explanations of teachers and
students. Among these differences, we can mention the type of explanation of the
hierarchy of beings and especially the way of issuing plurals from higher principles.
In fact, the explanation of the relationship between pluralities and partial entities
with a single principle was one of the most important main axes of the Neoplatonists'
writings in the realm of metaphysics and ontology, and in order to solve the problems
and difficulties related to it, most of the philosophers after Plotinus made changes in
the order of Plotinus' triple principles. The reduction and transfer of some principles
to each other in the philosophical system of Plotinus and Porphyry; and in contrary
to the tendency of reducing them, the increase in the number of them in the teachings
of lamblichus and Proclus was one of these changes.

The ontological view of Neoplatonic philosophers, at least in terms of the number
and plurality of levels of existence and their relationship with each other, indicates
the inadequacy of this theory in relating multiplicity to the origin or supreme
principles, and important differences and distinctions can be seen between them in
this regard. This article deals with the basic structure of the Neoplatonists' ontology
by analyzing and comparing the degrees of existence of two early Neoplatonists -
Porphyry, the student of Plotinus, and lamblichus, the student of Porphyry - and their
degree of affinity and loyalty. According to their definition of the three levels of
existence, the most important issues that are raised are: Is the concrete reality of
objects and entities, subjective or external? Assuming the objectification of genus
and types, what is their relationship with each other and is it possible to draw a
hierarchy in this direction or not? How is the relationship between the Platonic and
Avristotelian systems explained by Neoplatonists and how did they justify the
incompatibilities between their views? Due to the existence of some distinct views
of Neoplatonists with Plato’'s opinions; How could Platonists like Porphyry adapt
such ideas to their philosophical system?
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Method

The current research is a fundamental and historical research, and according to its
topic, various qualitative research methods such as descriptive, analytical and
comparative methods are used to investigate and analyze different aspects of the
research topic.

Findings and Results

As much as Porphyry tried to preserve and transmit the structure and elements of the
early system of the founders of the Neoplatonist school such as Plotinus and
Ammonius Saccas, lamblichus and his followers distanced themselves from it and
did not stop at the pure philosophical reflection of the early Neoplatonists and
emphasized more on the element of magic. By increasing the principles, in contrast
to the simplicity of the hierarchical system of Plotinus and his student Porphyry,
lamblichus and other post-lamblichus philosophical-theological presented a new
combination of various religious, mystical and mythological components with the
early teachings of the Neoplatonists, and they provided the grounds for the branching
and multiplicity of this school's branches in the following periods. Specifically, in
the context of the fundamental trinity of the one, nous and soul, as well as the
hierarchy of beings among these principles, a type of ontological plan based on the
multiplication of levels and gods and units was proposed by lamblichus, which is
not only unprecedented, but also in some cases with the original framework of this
philosophical school was not compatible. But this initiative and innovation became
so effective that most of the structural principles of systematic philosophy such as
Proclus's philosophy, especially in theological principles, were influenced by him
and the cultivated heritage of his followers.
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