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Intersemiotic Translation of the Story of Joseph and
Potiphar’s Wife in Kamaluddin Behzad’s Painting and
Prophet Youssef’s TV series

Mohammadali Khajefard” Zeinab Saber™

Abstract

Understanding the connection between verbal texts and the visual artworks based on
them, is important in interpreting, explaining, and understanding these works of art. The
concept of intersemiotic translation, which means the interpretation of verbal signs using
signs of non-verbal sign systems, can be an efficient solution in studying the mentioned
connection. This study seeks to achieve the mechanisms of the intersemiotic translation
process and the influencing factors in the creation of visual artwork from verbal text.
Hence, based on a descriptive-analytical method, with the comparative study of two visual
artworks based on the same story, the main mechanisms in the process of intersemiotic
translation are proposed. By comparing the painting of Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife by
Kamaluddin Behzad and the sequence of the Prophet Youssef’s TV series with the same
story, in response to the question of what are the common mechanisms in the intersemiotic
translation process, the four mechanisms are presented: Repetition, creative reproduction,
creative innovation, and deletion. In addition, in response to the question of what are
the influencial factors on the intersemiotic translation process, intertextual relations,
the artist’s creativity, and the medium of the created artwork are considered as the most
important factors influencing the aforementioned mechanisms. The two artworks in this
study, which have been analyzed through library research, are based on the same story,
but they are very different in terms of artistic type and historical period. This selection
helped to understand the visible and hidden aspects of the problem. Finally, it is necessary
to mention that the results of this study and the proposed mechanisms can be used as a
method in similar studies.

Keywords: Intersemiotic Translation, Intertextuality, Persian Painting, Joseph and
Potiphar’s Wife, Kamaluddin Behzad, Youssef Prophet TV series.
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