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Heidegger and Gadamer return to Plato to find a way out of the meaningless
crisis of Western civilization. Heidegger believes that Plato by proposing the
doctrine of ideas is the initiator of the forgetting of Being and responsible for
the crisis of the West. He returns to Plato's allegory of the cave to clarify the
nature of this forgetting. In this allegory, dialectic means passing from the
sensible world to the reasonable world. In his interpretation of Plato,
Heidegger pays attention to this meaning and ignores other meanings of
dialectic such as the method of conversation, the method of collection and
division, etc. Of course, in Plato's Sophist, he connects dialectic with logos
and criticizes it. In general, Heidegger considers dialectic as a problem for
philosophy. Unlike Heidegger, Gadamer pays attention to the different
meanings of dialectic in Plato's philosophy and considers its development.
Gadamer's emphasis on conversation in Socratic dialogues, as well as the
method of collection and division in later dialogues, makes him consider
Plato's philosophy as a dynamic and living philosophy. According to
Gadamer, dialogue and dialectic in Plato's dialogues can save us from the
current crisis of the West. This article tries to investigate and explain with
descriptive-analytical methods how dealing with different meanings of
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dialectic causes Heidegger and Gadamer to present two different
interpretations of Plato.

Keywords: Plato, Heidegger, Gadamer, Dialectic, Idea, Dialogue.
Introduction

In the Greek language, the word dialectic has different meanings. This word
is derived from the root of dialegesthai which means to talk with each other.
The sophists used dialectic in the sense of polemic. Socrates and Plato used
dialectic with different meanings. The method of conversation, passing from
the sensible world to the reasonable world, and the method of collection and
division are among these meanings. According to the problem they have
faced, Heidegger and Gadamer return to Plato. Their problem is the
meaninglessness and nihilism of Western civilization. These philosophers
return to Plato to find a way out of this crisis. When returning to Plato, they
also pay attention to Plato's dialectic. According to their different views on
Plato's dialectic, Heidegger and Gadamer have tried to interpret Plato's
philosophy from two different points of view. In the light of the allegory of
the cave and the dialectical aspect in this allegory, Heidegger believes that
Plato's philosophy is the basis of Western civilization and the cause of the
crisis of modern times. He also discusses Plato's dialectic in Plato's Sophist.
In this lecture, Heidegger connects dialectic with speech (Logos) and
believes that speech cannot reveal the truth. Unlike Heidegger, who only
pays attention to the epistemological aspect of the allegory of the cave and
the dialectic in it, Gadamer pays attention to all the meanings of dialectic in
Plato's philosophy and considers the Socratic dialogue as the basis of other
meanings of dialectic. In his viewpoint, the dialectic proposed in Plato's
philosophy signifies to the finitude of human understanding and the
inconclusiveness of his knowledge. So, Plato's philosophy has nothing to do
with the new Western philosophy that seeks certain and definitive
knowledge. Now, according to these premises, some questions are raised:
What is the difference between Heidegger's and Gadamer's points of view on
Plato's dialectic? How did Heidegger's and Gadamer's viewpoints on Plato's
dialectic make them present two different interpretations of Plato's
philosophy? Is Plato's dialectic a philosophical problem or a dynamic
element?

According to the above questions, this article is divided into four parts. First,
the issue of dialectic and its different meanings in Plato's philosophy is
discussed. The second part is devoted to Heidegger's viewpoint about Plato’s
dialectic. In this part, we emphasize two important lectures of Heidegger
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about Plato; it means Plato's Sophist and the Essence of Truth. Heidegger
emphasizes Plato's doctrine of ideas and its role in forgetting the Being and
meaninglessness of Western civilization. Of course, the doctrine of Ideas
cannot be understood without the doctrine of dialectic. In this part, it
becomes clear that adopting Aristotle as the starting point of Plato's
interpretation causes Heidegger to not have a positive viewpoint on Plato's
dialectic and consider it as a problem for philosophy. In contrast to this view,
Gadamer believes that there are capabilities in Plato's dialectic that can save
us from the crisis of the meaninglessness of modern times. In the third part,
Gadamer's interpretation of Plato's dialectic is discussed. Gadamer tries to
free himself from Aristotle's influence by adopting Plato's dialogues as the
starting point of his interpretation. In his opinion, there is a strong connection
between Socratic dialogue and other different meanings of dialectics.
Gadamer believes that the common feature of all these meanings is attention
to the finitude of human understanding and the inconclusiveness of his
knowledge. Of course, in his interpretation of Plato, Gadamer is also
influenced by Heidegger's hermeneutics. So, the final part is devoted to the
comparison between Heidegger's and Gadamer's viewpoints on Plato's
dialectic and their similarities and differences.

Conclusion

Despite having common points of view, Heidegger and Gadamer disagree
with each other about Plato's dialectic. Of course, Gadamer interprets Plato
from a Heideggerian point of view, and his hermeneutics is obviously
influenced by Heidegger, but his focus on Plato's dialectic as a dynamic
element for philosophical thinking caused him to have a positive view of
Plato's philosophy. Heidegger understands Plato's dialectic in the light of
Aristotle's criticisms. Aristotle's two famous criticisms of Plato's Ideas; That
is, the lack of connection between the idea of the good and practical human
actions and the separation of Ideas from sensible things had a great impact
on Heidegger. Therefore, it can be said that Heidegger makes the doctrine of
Ideas the center of Plato's philosophy, and in light of the criticism of this
doctrine, he also criticizes Plato's dialectic and considers it as a problem for
philosophy. On the contrary, Gadamer focuses on Plato's dialectic and its
different meanings and understands the doctrine of Ideas in the light of the
doctrine of dialectic. Gadamer needs to return to Plato's dialogues and pay
attention to the dialectic in them because a kind of understanding is
developed in these dialogues, which is different from the method of
achieving understanding in modern times; The method that tries to separate
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the subject from the object and seeks to objectify the object of understanding.
Unlike Heidegger, who under the influence of Aristotle presents a static
interpretation of Plato's Ideas, Gadamer pays attention to the dialectic of
collection and division and considers this dialectic to be the reason for the
dynamism and movement of Plato's philosophy. In his opinion, the dialectic
in Plato's dialogues points to this important matter that human knowledge
and understanding are finite and the love of knowledge (philosophy) is a
seeking that never ends.
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