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Abstract

The book of Samnameh is one of the texts that its attribution to Khaju-
Kermani and has been discussed since its composition. Recently,
some researchers have come to the conclusion that Samnameh was
written by Khaju ShahnamehKhan, and the reason for the difference in
the number of verses and even the existence of short and long
narrations is the shortening and lengthening of the story by the
narrator. However, the current research, seeks to find another answer
to the question of why the Samnameh manuscripts are fundamentally
different from each other in terms of the number of verses and the type
of narration. This research aims to compare the short and long
narratives of Samnameh with the help of the elements of the Naqgali
tradition and the opinion of prominent researchers in this field, and the
result shows that the differences between different manuscripts of
Samnameh are due to different texts that were written by different
scroll writers over time, and not different versions of the same
narration. According to this research, only one short narration, which
is one of the shortest narrations of Samnameh, was written by Khaju
Shahnamehkhan Karati.
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Introduction

Samnameh is one of the texts whose attribution to Khaju-Kermani has
been a matter of debate since its composition. But our discussion here
is about another Khaju. For the first time, Sarkarati pointed out that
maybe this Khaju is someone other than Khaju-Kermani (Sarkarati,
2006, p. 270). Khatibi, based on the Shabrangnameh Manuscript,
guesses that Khaju Shahnamehkhan Karati is the same person who
wrote the Samnameh in the 10th century (Khatibi, 2015, p. 55).
Ghafouri confirmed Khatibi's opinion according to the Samnameh
Manuscript of Tabriz and said that Khaju Karati probably sometimes
read the Samnameh in detail to the people and sometimes summarized
it, this makes the manuscripts that were written have differences in the
number of verses and even narrations (Ghafouri, 2021, p. 293).

Research Background

The present research has doubted the opinion of researchers who
believe that Khaju Shahnamehkhan has shortened and lengthened the
narrations of the Samnameh, and this is the reason for the different
versions of this book. It seeks to find another answer to the question
why the manuscripts of Samnameh are fundamentally different from
each other in terms of the number of verses and the type of narration.
For this reason, the author intends to pursue this hypothesis in this
research with the help of the Iranian Naqgali tradition, that the
difference in the versions and narrations of Samnameh is due to the
different narrations written by different Nagqalls.

Goals, questions, and assumptions
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The tradition of Iranian storytelling, which is known today as the
Naqgali tradition, has its roots in pre-Islamic storytelling traditions,
which Mary Boyce traces to the Parthian and Achaemenid periods,
and William Floor, based on the words of Ctesias, to the Median
period. This tradition has various branches and has led to the
emergence of various narrations of fictional works. One of them is the
book of Samnameh, the existence of different versions of which
indicates different narrations (Rooyani, 2011, p. 79). Aydenloo
believes that if a narrator retells a single story several times, the
names, structure and order of the story are often fixed and the
narrator's interventions do not change the elements of the narrative.
However, if he used a scroll, all the details were recorded in it, and the
structure of a single story would be different in the narration of two
narrators who used two different scrolls (Aydenloo, 2008, p. 50).
Another point is the difference between different writings and
narrations of a single story. Sometimes, it happens that a story is
written by several people without knowing each other's work, and in
this case, some low and high differences are observed between the
written narratives. For example, the story of Amir Hamzeh Sahibgaran
and Bakhtiarnameh, whose written versions have many differences,
but there is no difference in the essence of the story (Safa, 1990, p.
725).

Conclusion

The result of the research shows that story tellers usually introduced
themselves in written narratives as news narrators and story tellers,
etc. the stories they have told were old stories that were passed from
orally and reached them. So, if there are differences in the names,
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characters, structure, order of the story and narrative elements in
different manuscripts of the same work, these differences are due to
the different writings of the same work written by different scroll
writers. But in different narrations, the main framework and most of
the elements of the story remain the same. Therefore, as we see in the
short and long versions of Samnameh, the names, characters,
structure, order of the story and narrative elements in these
manuscripts are fundamentally different from each other. These
differences are not due to the recitation of a narrator, but there was a
single story in the mind of the narrators, each of which has turned it
into a poem in a different way.
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