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Abstract

Pastoral literature has not been introduced in Iranian academic research as it should
be. The history of this type of literature goes back to the 3rd century BC and the
poems of Theocritus, and its main theme is the praise of the peace and clean rural
life in which nature is also central. Of course, it is limited by other components that
have not been paid much attention to in academic studies in Iran. Most of the
researchers, while repeating the works of fiction writers, have not been able to take a
step towards better introduction of this literary genre and have summarized it in
stories and novels; However, the pastoral poetry also h:as char: acteristics that,
although it is largely shared with the pastoral story, but due to the special language
of the poem.,it deserves separate reviews. In this descriptive-analytical research, we
have tried to introduce the most important components of the pastoral literary genre
by using the sources that have dealt with this literary genre in the West, along with
the pathology of the research conducted in Iran on rural literature, and suggestions.
In the field of assimilation of these components, we should present according to the
native and cultural characteristics of Iran. Also, according to Iran's cultural, social
and indigenous characteristics,we have determined and redefined the boundaries and
gaps for indigenous, climatic,rural and pastoral literature,and We have analyzed the
fundamental contrasts that are involved in creating the themes of pastoral literature
are appropriate to the culture and climate of Iran.
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1. Literature Review

The research conducted in the field of rural literature in Iran is very limited
and often without any regard to western reference sources. Jafarian Jelodar
(2011) reviewed the rural literature in the novels Missing Soluch, Savushun
and Dastan-e Yek Shahr, and Safarpour Behdani (2011) compared the rural
literature in Iran and Lebanon in his thesis. Nejadi (2014) and Zamani (2017)
have studied rural literature in the works of Amin Faghiri. Apart from the
above theses, in 2018, Ali Akbar Tousi published a book entitled Rural
Society in the Contemporary Literature of Iran Based on Novel (Explaining
Sociology). The author's method in this research is a combination of sociology
and sociology of literature. Another well-known book in this field, titled
Roostanevisan-e Iran by Mikael Rasoulzadeh (2009), through a descriptive
approach, introduces a collection of writers who in some way represented the
atmosphere, customs, traditions and rural people in their works.

2. Research Obijectives and Questions

The main goal of this research is to localize the main components of pastoral
literature as a type of Western literature based on the cultural and climatic
characteristics of Iran, which takes place after the introduction of its
fundamentals in the works of Westerners, which has been neglected in most
domestic research.

3. Main Discussion

Expanding the scope of definitions concerning pastoral literature makes it
difficult to reach a comprehensive definition. Basically, pastoral literature is a
way to reconcile the values derived from art with political reality. Reflecting
the implicit analogy between the city and nature with a focus on naturalism in
any text, places it under pastoral literature (Templeton, 2019, 15). Pastoral
literature also provides pastoral lament poetry.

The fundamental components that western researchers have identified for
pastoral are: Arcadia/Utopia, storytelling, reverse speech.

Arcadia presents an image of the village in harmony with nature. Arcadia,
in a symbolic sense, is a Minoan place for the writer/poet, and is a literary
structure emerging from the golden elements of the past that can only be
returned to through linguistic idealism. The regret that man has imposed on
himself about abandoning such an ideal world is due to its adaptation to
human instincts and desires (Gifford, 2013, 30). Therefore, the utopia that man
is looking for and the nature that should exist there are the desire of the heart

30


https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-72255-fa.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2024-02-24 |

Comparative Literature Research Quarterly Vol. 11, No. 2, Summer 2023 [¢ L

R

and the healer of all human sufferings.

The transformation that the urban man creates in the pristine nature is to
move towards the desired and illusory virginity, which happens with the aim
of bringing the village closer to its ideal image; consequently, the golden age
of the past is recreated in an ideal future. In this utopia, no two things are in
conflict with one another; rather, everything helps to build an ideal society in
connection and interaction with the other.

Storytelling represents the second fundamental component of pastoral. A
text will be considered a pastoral story when the life of shepherds is
represented therein.

Alpers believes that the concept of "storytelling” for an anecdote has two
meanings: 1. It is an exemplary instance of a slice of reality and 2. Its
exemplary nature serves specific descriptions or representations of reality.
According to Burke, storytelling is actually a drama that extracts five concepts
from it, including act, scene, agent, agency, and purpose. These five elements
make up the grammar of human motifs (Alpers, 1997, 13-14).

Reverse speech is the third fundamental component of pastoral literature. A
return that is a defense mechanism against the onslaught of misfortunes and
failures and a reference to an eternal example that a person is drawn to in order
to get rid of the horror of history and everyday life. These calamities have
been based on the institution and the military, which are valid in themselves,
and are based on historical facts. The pastoral style is a discourse or literary
construction with an idealized language that creates its own world with
relative and perfectionist values, different from the real world, by using
language facilities (Eliadeh, 2005, 105 & 106).

In reverse speech, there is always talk of meaningful confrontations that
provide retrograde grounds, and in relation to each other, give a significant depth
to the text. Understanding the results that derive from the reverse speech depends
on the cultural context in which the return takes place; that is, the reverse speech
speaks with the cultural background of its audience through the place.

The cultural context of reverse speech is obviously paradoxical due to the
fact that the writers usually belong to the urban culture and show the tensions
and emotions related to their lived experience whether they like it or not.

The basics of pastoral literature and its principles and components, which
are mentioned in the western reference texts, have not been considered in the
works published in Iran. The lack of translation of research work on pastoral
literature in the West has made all the materials written after Sad Sal Dastan
Nevisi-e Iran, by Hassan Mir Abedini, a kind of repetition of his materials on
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rural literature. In a way, researchers have not gone beyond examining the
elements of the story. The way out of the impasse of the wrong confrontation
with the genre of pastoral literature in Iran is definitely to localize it. Of
course, not in the sense of stripping it of its main components, but in a way
that first its basics are extracted, and thereafter a way is found to interpret and
adapt these basics to the unique characteristics of rural literature and its related
culture in Iran.

One of the most fundamental components of pastoral poetry in the West is
the two-way relationship between poetry and human society; meaning that
poetry is the speech of one human being to another human being, which turns
into a myth in traditional pastoral. According to Ahmadi Maleki's writing, the
songs and ballads of rain-seeking and sun-seeking, which are sung in groups
during ritual ceremonies and in which the sincerity and simplicity of the
villagers have a special representation, are one of these examples. (Refer to:
Ahmadi Maleki, 1999). Other works such as Heydar Babaya Salam by
Shahriar, which is undeniably compatible with the western foundations of this
literary genre, may be the best reference for establishing the components of the
pastoral style in Iran. The syllabicness, the tension of romantic and simple
rural themes that the shepherds whisper to themselves in their songs, attention
to the rural life and the beauty of its nature, their customs and traditions along
with the use of common local proverbs and referring to ancient local festivals
that reflect the desire of the golden age, make this work a great example of
pastoral poetry in Iran.

In addition, the contrasts between indigenous and local images of the south
with urban life in Manouchehr Atashi's poems are another example of pastoral
poetry in Iran. Nima Yushij is also based on the element of indigenous
naturalism as the beginning of poetic romanticism in Iran.

4. Conclusion
Re-reading the components of pastoral literature in the west through the
recognition of untranslated reference sources and adapting it to the cultural,
social and indigenous contexts of different regions of Iran and testing them in
a not-too-long period can lead to the presentation of the theoretical
foundations of pastoral and rural literature with regard to indigenous and
cultural characteristics of Iran. In the few research conducted in Iran on the
subject of rural and pastoral literature, the lack of these theoretical foundations
has led to generalization and repetition.

In such works, in addition to neglecting the capacity of local poems and
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indigenous hymns and reducing rural literature to novels and stories, the
authors have not paid attention to the meaningful confrontations and
fundamental contradictions that form the main foundation of pastoral literature
and have not used it to analyze the text. Considering these shortcomings, it
seems that, along with the cultural and climatic considerations of Iran, the
extraction of the components and theoretical foundations of pastoral and rural
literature should be based on what is found in the western reference texts.

Within this context and until reaching a consensus agreed upon by experts,
any reading of rural and pastoral literature that is offered should be examined
with a critical view in order to finally redefine and recognize the place of this
important type of literature in Persian literature.
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