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Abstract:

Iranians and Palestinians in contact with modernity in the twentieth century had
almost a similar condition. On the one hand, they were the heirs of ancient and
complex traditions, like patriarchy. On the other hand, these countries faced the
raging currents of modernity that devour everything. They also encountered
colonization as well, leading to exploitation of their lands in different forms.
Tradition (especially patriarchy), Modernity and colonization are three main
themes of Symphony of dead by Iranian Abas Marofi and Wild thorns by
Palestinian Sahar khalife. The comparative reading of these two novels displays
Iranians' and Palestinians' similar historical experiences in their encounter with
modernity, unveils the essence of exploitation and hegemonic systems, and finally
exposes the strengths and weaknesses of modernity and tradition. As a result, the
current study seeks to analyze the representations of colonizing and systems in
two novels and illuminate its bonds with traditional society (family, intellectuals
and business class). The findings of the present study indicate that both novels
portray the tradition of patriarchy is in harmony and line with the tyranny of
despots and the exploitation of the colonizers. The novelists, moreover, assume
that capitalism is the continuation of colonization. They similarly pointed to the
identical experiences of exploitation of colonization and capitalism in the Middle
East. In these two novels, the protagonist is a young poet who resists colonization
and coercion, albeit with the assistance of other characters, especially women.
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1. Introduction

Research background

Several articles have been conducted on this topic, including Mohamadi and
Sadeghi (2014) in ‘Double Colonisation of Palestine in Sahar Khalifeh’s
Wild Thorns’ have presented a Jungian approach of Wild thorns. In this
article Wild thorns have been read based on theory Primitive Patricide —
theorized by Freud in Totem and Taboo — with a feminist- postcolonial point
of view. Usama Yousof Shahab (2014) in “Feminist novels in occupied
Palestine- case study: Sahar Khalife’ describes four novels of Khalife
entitled “We Are Not Your Slaves Any Longer’, “Wild thorns’, “The
Sunflower’ and ‘Memoirs of an Unrealistic Woman’. Alborzi and
Heidarzadegan (2020) in “a Foucauldian approach of Symphony of dead’
have analyzed the dominance of father on Urkhani family based of
Foucault’s ideas. In this article the resistance of Idin in front of Father and
society has been discussed. Saremi et al (2021) in ‘influence of Modernism
on metaphorical structures of Symphony of dead” have investigated
conceptual metaphors of symphony of dead. Edraki and Yazdli dehghani
(2021) in ‘reading Symphony of dead based on theory of Ideology by
althusser’ examine the relations between father and children and analyze the
role of patriarchy in reaction of Idien and Ida and in their destiny.

Research Objectives and Questions

The primary goal of this study is to underline the manifestations and features
of colonialism and tyranny and their mechanism for reining traditional society
narrated in two novels. In fact, the article is going to compare the pictures of
colonialism and tyranny in novels and show the mechanisms used by colonial
powers and tyranny for continuing their rein on Iranian and Palestinian.

2. Main Discussion

Iranians and Palestinians in contact with modernity in the twentieth century
had almost a similar condition. On the one hand, they were the heirs of
ancient and complex traditions, like patriarchy. On the other hand, these
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countries faced the raging currents of modernity that devour everything.
They also encountered colonization as well, leading to exploitation of their
lands in different forms. Tradition (especially patriarchy), Modernity and
colonization are three main themes of Symphony of dead by Iranian Abas
Maroufi and Wild thorns by Palestinian Sahar khalife. The comparative
reading of these two novels displays Iranians' and Palestinians' similar
historical experiences in their encounter with modernity, unveils the essence
of exploitation and hegemonic systems, and finally exposes the strengths and
weaknesses of modernity and tradition. As a result, the current study seeks to
analyze the representations of colonizing and systems in two novels and
illuminate its bonds with traditional society (family, intellectuals and
business class). In both novels we can see how colonization infiltrates to
traditional society and control the economic system of the region. And
brings none useful materials to sell and encourages people to use. Also,
some characters symbolize the same problems in both novels. For example,
the character of father represents the tyranny of the society and they
company the colonization. Maroufi and Khalife show that the Iranian and
Palestinian society to encounter with tyranny and colonization have the same
strategy; women and poetry. In both novels, women struggle with the fathers
and tyranny. Consciousness of the society is the obstacle colonization and
tyranny; so, any sign of Enlightenment must annihilate. So poetry represents
of enlightenment and become one of the ways that main characters use to
stand before the traditional society that is along with the colonialism.

3. Conclusion

After analyzing the story of “Symphony of dead” and comparing it to ‘Wild
thorns’, it becomes evident that there are several significant similarities
between these two stories. Both novels portray the tradition <especially
patriarchy« as a phenomenon in harmony with colonialism and line with the
tyranny. The both novelists, depicts tradition as an instrument that colonizers
and tyrants use to lengthen their political and financial sovereignty. The
writers of novels assume that capitalism is the continuation of colonization.
They similarly pointed to the identical experiences of exploitation of
colonization and capitalism in the Middle East such as destroying of
production in colonized countries, imposing valueless products to the
colonized ones and abusing the labor value of laborers for their benefits. The
labors described in novels are not but metamorphosed beings who has no
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creativity. In both Symphony of dead and wild thorns, poem is an important
motif and the hero is a poet which resist the oppressors; Usamah in wild
thorns from the beginning of story quite reciting poems and take weapon to
combat but Idien the hero of Symphony of dead try to defeat tyranny and
colonialism with poem and awareness rising. In two novels, young —
especially females ones- resist the patriarchal traditions.
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1. La tragédie n'est qu'un moyen de recueillir le malheur humain.
2. rien n'est plus insidieux que la tragédie.
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