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Introduction

One of the most contentious issues in the realm of political science
and governance revolves around defining the boundaries and scope of
individual and social freedoms in the human society. Additionally, a
significant intellectual concern among Islamic thinkers pertains to the
extent to which individuals and civic groups can freely act in public
domains, and where they must adhere to governmental laws and social
requirements. The present study, employing the conceptual
framework of hypothetical intuitionism, aimed to address the
following question: What is the extent of political freedoms in Islamic
society? Essentially, the objective of this article was to delineate the
boundaries of individual and social freedoms in the Islamic society
and state.
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Literature Review

Many articles have been dedicated to exploring the concepts of
freedom and liberty within an Islamic state. The prime examples are:
“Fundamentals and Principles of Free Thinking from an Islamic
Perspective with an Emphasis on the Thoughts of Allameh
Tabataba’i” by Hossamuddin Khaltabari, “Islamic State and Political
Freedom in Islam from the Perspective of Allameh Mohammad Taqi
Jafari” by Hossein Moin Abadi, “Thematic Analysis of Security and
Freedom of Thought from the Perspective of Imam Khamenei” by
Asghar Eftekhari, and “Review of the Definition of Freedom and
Public Freedoms in the Islamic State” by Yaser Rustace. However,
none of these articles approached the topic within the framework of
hypothetical intuitionism.

Materials and Methods

The present article adopted the methodology of hypothetical
intuitionism. The term intuition is used here in its conventional
philosophical sense, distinct from its popular interpretation in mystical
discussions among Muslims. The study employed Rawls’s
hypothetical intuitionism approach to construct a specific hypothetical
condition which, based on the individual intuition, serves to provide a
rational explanation for the research process and its ultimate outcome.

Conclusion

According to the Islamic perspective, the Islamic state upholds
freedom of thought, research, expression, and even freedom of belief
within scientific domains. However, the extent of freedom of
propaganda and freedom of social action depends on considerations
of public and national interests. Concerning freedom of political
thought, there is an absolute freedom, meaning there are no imposed
limitations on political thinking. Furthermore, individuals in scientific
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and specialized circles enjoy the freedom to express their views and
research various political matters, enabling them to share their
political perspectives with relevant experts. As individuals share their
views and ideas with Muslim political thinkers, a space is created for
the exchange of differing opinions and ideas. In addition, freedom of
belief indicates that individuals cannot be compelled to adopt a
specific political ideology or belief through the use of force or
coercion. When individuals decide to disseminate their political ideas
in the public sphere, the Islamic state has a responsibility to intervene,
considering the significance and potential impact of the issue, in order
to prevent the proliferation of harmful and erroneous political ideas.
Concerning freedom of speech, it is essential to underline that when
political discourse extends beyond scientific and specialized circles
and permeates public sphere at large, it falls under the category of
freedom of propaganda, encompassing media activities of political
movements. In this respect, in order to prevent the manipulation of
public opinion, address rumors, and counter the spread of fake news,
the government sets some parameters that these movements have to
adhere to when conducting media and public activities. For example,
it becomes necessary to adhere to certain legal provisions and obtain
official permits for publishing a newspaper. In situations where the
impact of expression holds greater sensitivity, the response from the
Islamic state naturally becomes more robust and prominent. Within
the Islamic state, if an individual privately and discreetly engages in
activities that oppose the principles and policies of the political
system, the government does not have the right to conduct
surveillance of the private sphere. However, should the activities
against Islamic principles come to the government’s attention, it is
incumbent upon the governance system to offer guidance through
enjoining good and forbidding evil. Nevertheless, when an
individual’s actions and behavior pose a significant and serious threat
to the political stability and security, the state resorts to more stringent
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measures, which in turn may involve restricting some of the individual
freedoms of the wrongdoer.

Keywords: Limits of Freedom, Political Freedom, Islamic Society,
Hypothetical Intuitionism
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1. Andrew McGill

2. Merry Christmas

3. Happy Holidays

4. Thanksgiving

5. Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI)
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1. Hypothetical Intuitionism
2. Intuition
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1. State of Nature

2. Thomas Hobbes (5 April 1588 — 4 December 1679)
3. Leviathan

4. John Locke (29 August 1632 — 28 October 1704)
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1. Richard Price (23 February 1723 — 19 April 1791)

2. Self-evident

3. Henry Sidgwick (31 May 1838 — 28 August 1900)

4. John Rawls (February 21, 1921 — November 24, 2002)

5. John Rawls, (1999), A Theory of Justice, Harvard University Press
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