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Re-identifying the Color Violet in Persian Culture and Literature with a Textual Emphasis on
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (According to the Berlin-Kay Theory)
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Abstract:

The term “blue” (as a color) did not appear in Persian literature prior to the 12t century A.H./ 18% century A.D.
However, the term “violet” is frequently mentioned, and especiaHy in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. In spite of this fact, the
Berlianay theory proposes that human languages develop a term for the color blue in their fifth state of evolution; then
developing a term for the color violet in the seventh stage of evolution. The present study aims to answer the following
questions: What are the characteristics of the color violet in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh? To what extend do these
characteristics align with contemporary definitions of the color violent? This study applies the Berlianay theory and
investigates instances of mentioning the color violet in the text of Shahnameh (edited by Khaliq-i Mutlaq). These
instances are then compared with other verses in Shahnameh and other works of Persian Poetry, in order to refpresent
the characteristics of the color violet in the text and its relation to the current definition of violet in Persian language.
The findings showcase that the characteristics of the color violet in Shahnameh concord with the color azure blue and
not with the color of violet as known in contemporary Persian.
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YV g0 5 olialis e 5558 b (el ool 5 Siass Ho Ghd & wlid )l ¢Sl

(65,1) ,555 6ol 53 o Jpama o b 25 013 ool Sy DloSlans] JalSS st = & 5 03

Midori
G930

(°J‘3JK3)J&‘)%kﬁﬁﬂd&‘j)égﬁT}MﬁJQBMl_v}iﬁ‘aj
i 5o Sy 805 5 (ol 0b) b 353 36 o a8 colis Sl SIS 5 ks S8,
o ‘J.’?""'L{LSJJ"\?‘CM\) ‘g;’Tb)jTCM‘LSJL”J‘LY‘}Wj bﬁobu‘éW\dJ&C,.M
ML@J RSV R LY 6:5’\:.6 YAV\Y \/\;’A)‘ASCMA‘ ((@w ISTE Mr‘}—\.ﬂ‘}ﬁ U'-’;B LS)L*‘UJ"\-‘ 5593
STyl (Sosdeed 5 (S 33 51 (SACS, 45 35 O ) s 5 52 8193 (ot 8 S b 3L bls
If,h&)j.k_?oj)ﬂu::ﬁw céﬁ&&f}> JJ.);‘-L::J}" 6‘) &5})5&«\2-) J»J'J\.go\)ud:lj
Joled 5 ol dn s slaaw bl (K55 Sl-Maus] 5l eslinal s 5,0 o g8 )5 "V.wcb\)
VoS asta by o b SlSE el ol 5 s 4 00
4S oS 5 4SS o My (6 ey et il 15 013 55 O gl 5 Jalpe 5 s ol 4 a5
L e iom 0033 53 (8 0la 5 ST Ly 5l (L (ol Kan b 5 0L 55 by Y ol
L el Coslas oo o0 093 SLET 3l Lo sen (1) S b 5 sl 0 45 oplie SV o0
\.g.\_wuc:_wj ‘_SLAg)L:L:?- C)‘J}-l} d‘;@: gs"".’.'&)‘}ib u&:\bybouw.‘jwu U:M:AJSUZ\YZV
ST 5 ke sl =65l Jlo aw a5 al&a (2VY AV L ol Oislas o (slgl 5 el HET L
}QLA)'&.g)) Lf‘i‘jj WJL’! OL’) ‘JJ‘:'@ odalie 45)}190&» YY) @K}BG olidas!| Cilal

107. Conlan" ,Searching for the semantic boundaries of the Japanese colour term ‘a0’71-86.

108. Nagasaki" ,Iro no Nihonshi) The Japanese history of color(", 71.



W by Bolad ) ssladianiy 5 slady Jlow oKia s 5 sl 4 /Y

Ll 6wy 5 s Sy 3l 5 o8 Lol 5l s b o s K8 S w Lw—‘“
0L () Sl-Masl U5 (gl 55 5B 853 oyl 0L Gt S 45 S0 oomens 1 L8 S 13
L it 5 Lol o sl ool o 8 (K05 S Masl (sunai b b agrlse )3 555
Bl e Jons 5 065 OhsoResS

o) = slacib (T 85l S5 Olé s oS 5 S edalie Lt S 5 s b a5 Ol
b e ganme 10 L olods oo i 5 (2D sl i3 6y S elcab 5 G Ol o3
5 (Green+Blue+Purplen K yaw cib assams b 055 oo sl 0L 53 1y (2 5 5em) K50
LS dolrs S 015

S0 Mol 7 (Shls 503 g0 et ety A s 53 VY3 5] S B 0L K3 Sl
ol s «}?“j;)@uww oo ol 53 el od gy i audl 5 Gaw ) ol i Lol
035 By (T o S5 b s oSS L5 53 S 0330 placieds 05 ;5 )5 o)
OMaol) iz 5)ls Cdillas a2 0 0T 5 sl losl 53 s e 53, 8L o b
0357 ol 313 53 L2 B o3 TL Jalas oS e oo eslinud eSSy b olo sl ( aiy (SS
Dy a5 Sl sk ) el Jaws b 23 0nl LS

yg o ot 4 s 0L (S0 DMl pls 3 3 i (SO el 5 s 0
s M) 53 Al (e SSH 2y D3l o Manol (15 4S 0T 51 Sy (o) 0L oS 058 s
RS L s K5 0578 sl a2 (o) 0,5 S T 5 (o S (p8sssla T 1
ladhis glar 53 i s (2505 550 Geen 3> Cillas B )b 55 i gln L o ke
A2 583) 23,5 23 018 ()6 53 A 5 S S 5 G131 (51 48

fioletovyy



Y0/ w3053 alialids ey 3S5a0 b eyl ul g Sia 8 5o aa S, pulin 3l ¢ Sl

o 2B 5 ok s SO 3 S S 5 i (05 Glae S JolSS 5 SIS dglie - Ay a3
(CEICOENILY PRREPRINES
PIAS,n R 5 e () Sl Mansl ¢ )b 0L 53 K5 (ol (e Sl 4 a5 Ll )
48,5 i 5o Blue o3l s plsises dindl 5 ool plSen ilessy (o i 51 (25 0255 LS
Glacib odes isu 1oL o 18k Blue wax 5 5 il 40T (51 (i o3l Jo Ol ey 58
e 6B S o 2 33y e S5 Slacih oS 5 ESu esls s 1) 355w ay bleze

(‘\ﬁ)@') .\.&da quu_‘ w)u BE purple Jslxe (Gl u’.i':) CM‘ C»mgbdé

Green Jolzo juw

Blue Jslzo iy

Purple Jslo oz 0519, oA

(a5 )80) om0 03 2 5 o 5 o Sl S (5] S (28 1 50 s = & 5o
St S Ao 55 Sodzey Al Blue dsbns glyioas o sl 50 ol
W S e ey s ) slacidb ) s s esls S 31|y Green b dslbee slacids
55 sl L3y somw a2 ol ) iy oS Green slaciks iy a5 (51 Sl ot e
0L 4 o2 (5 o SMaol )50 53 B3 0L Juame 5 JSCae Gler ool oo £l o

(\.Ji)"‘s) .\.fau,o o)j}él L;w)Lé

Green Jslxo wus 0319

Blue Jslzo juw

Purple Joleo iy

(05,5) (omn B 03 03 Sy 5 o 5 e Slacils S (6 £33 (23 (0 S0 e - )+ oS



W by Bolad o) ssladianiy g slady Jlo oZia 8 5 ol 45 /Y

3 e Slacibs 48 L aslsl 658l s 0L 3 ol (S) SlDasl alSS s ol 5l
Gl Sy cab s S dicais Green , Purple by 5l S 4 ciles (65 53 3 jiis
N gas) 31> iillae Blue (S5 0515 L aS 515 o JSK5 ol ol & LagT 0o 3

Green Joleo juw

Blue Jslxe sluasuz 03195,

Purple Joleo i
(015,)85) ol 0kt b on)lb 0L 55 (2 5 ol 5 e Slacids KK (6l S JlSS s - V) g
sl (slacedS aS il ol (S0 Mol ST 039 ol b8 51 (K (S s )
45 SIS ) 457553 5 e o s lons il A3lon LB (6505 0y 4y ot e g (BREue S
Jo s S5l s s e mie iS4 aS (Wb 5 S 5 6 A 5 ol Slosed O reen
355 0b 5 o (6,503 0oy et 0 oo 5 Comat b5l Ay Sty (SO - SMasl ks S 5
50l Bt 53 5 nnb b AT 3G 53 a8 LT 51 T 8315 O (oS 2 sl 458,55 15 (55 1)
45 Ll (POMa ol il 488 IS8 08 e e Sl ke 5l 5 8 b Loy Sd
Wl Bl Sl 4 Sl 511 555 psgdo 5 3,100 Jitws 5 dalor (glins

-

S S daia
2556 oy aile s Lal 8 HET wsn b asialls p3 iy Ky sline ulili)l Gda by Lol gt
0 2 S alaols Lol 5000 31 S (G CuiS mn oS Al )5 03 3 (abis i Le 4 3555 )
Sostial 3 S dhate 5 adaly Gloan doas o GLES Godods (Slaail p (65,0 095 asls Lag)l
Sl esliad (gl wimal (S et o3 sl s A Glaedsdy Chro 5 53 s (SO ol
23 o b (B ol 5o S 51 Bablo a5 48 @05S plos S 8 Gk 35 i (S0 Mol
a8 oty o Lo omnsn b adlal s 5 2y 5531 m 008 (30l ool 5 el 05
S o5 ) placid Jols aSlh o il o s 0L 3 2y Dalas Olgisas 035 01

o Sl SO S sete Olsmean olas g 55 5 (s 625 Olsea sl 0L



YV g 3053 alialids e 5 5S5a0 b eyl Gal g Sia 58 5o ad S, oalin 3l ¢ Sl

3 A Gl L3S 510l Solema 5 50 Gl el 53 5 35 o0 S Sl Ll
ISt i (oDl 593 Aol 503 5 52 55 3528 domems B3l 5 ogd 3 hialien (palss 255

sl 423;)‘); oslaul 3)4e beﬁ

Bl 1ol ol Sl (o e aiay (Shag b rer ) M) Bl 3 gemes S o
ATV ¢ gl

e plemalan . (i o) Lhad WS il ) Sl (s - Jeslon] p IS ¢ Slgiool
AYFA disens o), . o sladl 2o

AYAR QLA 2S5 DB B sl 1065 - 03\ D5 gl 5 38 5 Ae 33 5 g S gemes YLl

ATAS G b SLEL s ity . I 5 Dyome 25050 (2 9 ped= (S50 5y ol

AYVE @l 1ol - obl s 0 plotales (gl o oo b6 55 Bl kom0l ) (550

VO oSS 100,65 16 5 s B> SIS e ] I Sl

AYYE oS sl 100,65 ) Bld - Bders Ol

SYAOTAD) VY L5 emtin Jlw o3\ 38 (sl 53 plend ) 55 5 5b) Comnd) o Ly

oY

MYVO (lage 10165 - SIS opde (105 50 e S50 Tk G g0 o Jloe (Gl > sl

Mo e D 5 0y SRy (aelals olsy ates 5 I 50 53 S eal) Lo ST ¢ ond ($3 5
OV-AY :(\YWAY)

AFEY Olslr 0Le 0 o S5 e Do sola dew S

B g b anliald 53 R 5 e )) e SSS) 3505 500 3bkesl S 5 usslS ¢
A=08OFAY) Y500 5 o) (g )s o)

AYVO S50 0045 13I8 el IV s sl o5 - S5 5 S8 Bl -l il (Sl 5 5B

ATVE Gl 0188 (588 domw 35S0 Gl S S\ WS Dl aallsl ulldleS Gl S g 15>
AYVY 355 5055 ol SHLEST 5 Ol dasso 100,65 a3 ST s duseas

AYvVSP L&J}FQAJJUTM‘ Q\J@.’; u‘.’.bj ‘51&&‘[»\9 c:a.,ajm f‘g\w- Q\.«A.m C)\.}S QLaJwa cf}Lw

109. Persian blue.


https://www.gisoom.com/search/book/nasher-1093/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%86%D9%87/
https://www.gisoom.com/search/book/nasher-1093/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%86%D9%87/

W by Bolad o) sslad ianiy g slady Jlow oKia s 5 sl 458 /YA

MYV 0l 10065 - bl 3252 plottliy (o domms oo b ek dnas 3 gmns (1323 -3 g (lackas dns
AYAD i 2 01,5 - 5 b o darms el Goms OIS allds 1 lias ((girn
06 b o plemalay Gy Ol lmd 4o b5 5 Sl oS Wlgs domallinl (55856 ol
AYAY geslyl
(K ale DS 0 0l 8 e (5S4 (S 32 8 S Wgpd oo [ (30,5 b
AYeY
AYVA 3 OUS ol anlali 33 g ad p shad Jotls s\t dosl ¢ o0 g ails
NAE (Ol dnrdas 1 pbie] as g ol b o6l s
YOO ly g S 1], (oLl Jogr dox| proenaiay by s . cp iy b (6 mlings Hlae
VA0 A Jlw (250 el 5l s ol slaedly S, dge Gy does 5 (oimms ¢ ol o odlide
AEV-AYY (\YW40)
AY#4 (Bibliotheca Persica :S) s 55 . 3le A I Tty w9 P aslall .(...,JLEJI}{\ (w33,
AYPY LS g s e ol e S e v:§\>- s Al 1) oo (53l TG
AYAA QL 2018 St ol ety (Giyme B> DS dases (S 5ms
NYAN EG il g5 (S5 (sioms 25 3 e wed 9 S L Jladlal) ¢ ie alll s
AYVF 03 10165 . Oldras donmw i sSas Bgome 5 (M - nll o (98 pollas
AYVF co,kd 108 . obbar dnas il ) el pen - plldlez (28 il
Berlin, B., and P. Kay. Basic Color Terms: Their Universality and Evolution. Berkley and Los
Angeles :University of California Press, 1969.
Borgefors ,Gunilla. " The Scarcity of Universal Colour Names ". In JCPRAM ,(2018): 496-502.
DOI++ +11€3++ €370+ Y/)+,0VY . ¢
Conlan ,Francis ."Searching for the semantic boundaries of the Japanese colour term
‘ao " Australian Review of Applied Linguistics 26 ,no. 1 (2003): 71-86.
DOT+++11£3++ €370 Y/ 0VY . ¢
Dodgson, Neil. “What is the “opposite” of “blue”? The language of colour wheels”. 2019.
https://doi.org/10.2352/j.percept.imaging.2019.2.1.010401

Hardin ,Clyde L. “Basic color terms and basic color categories ".Color vision perspectives  from


https://doi.org/10.5220/0006649004960502
https://doi.org/10.2352/j.percept.imaging.2019.2.1.010401

YA/ w3058 alialds ey 5S5a0 b eyl ul g Sia 8 5o aa S ulin 3l ¢ Sl

different disciplines (1998): 207-217.

https://doi.org/10.26686/wgtn.12319349.v1

Nagasaki ,S. " Iro no Nihonshi (The Japanese history of color) ".  Tokyo Tankonosha Publishing
Co 100 ,n0:11(1977)222.

Regier ,Terry; Paul Kay and Naveen Khetarpal.  “Color naming reflects optimal partitions of color
space ".Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences , 104 (4), (2007): 1436-1441.

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0610341104

Transliterated Bibliography

¢ Alizadah Sahrayi, Mujtaba va Muhammad Rasikh Mahand. “Rangvazhih-ha-yi Asli dar Zaban-i
Farsi”. Zabanpazhihi, yr. 8, no. 19 (2016/1395): 123-147.

Amir Khusraw Dihlavi. Khusraw ibn Mahmud. Majnin va Liyli Ed. Muhsin Baghbani. Qum:
Zafar, 2001/1380.

Anwari, Awhad al-Din Muhammad. Diwan-i Anwari. ba Muqaddamah-yi Sa‘id Nafisi, ed. Parwiz
Babayi. Tehran: Nigah, 1997/1376.

‘Attar Nayshabiri, Farid al-Din. //ahi Namah. Istanbul: Mat_ba‘a»yi Ma‘arif, 1940/1319.

‘Attar Nayshaburi, Farid al-Din. Khusrawnamah. ed. Ahmad Suhayli Khvansari. Tehran:
Kitabfurtshi Zavar, 1976/1355.

Bahar, Muhammad Taqi. Diwan-i Ashr. Tehran: Amir Kabir, 1957/1336.

Balkhi, Jalal al-Din Muhammad. Kulliyat-i Diwan-i Shams-i Tabrizi. Tehran: Nigah, 1996/1375.
Bayat, Husayn. “Nisbiyat Zabani va Dark-i Rang-i Asiman dar Shi‘r-i Farst”. Nagd-i Adabr, yr. 8,
no. 32 (2015/1394): 29-52.

Dihkhuda, ‘Ali Akbar. Lughat Namah. Tehran: Mussisa Chap va Intisharati University of
Tehran, Rawzanih, 1998/1377.

Firdawsi, Abu al-Qasim. Shahnamah-yi Firdawsi. ed. Jalal Khaliqi Mutlaq. New York: Bibliotheca
Persica, 1990/1369.

Ha'iri, Sayyid Hadi. Arif Qazvini Sha'ir Millr-i Iran. Tehran: Javidan, 1985/1364.


https://doi.org/10.26686/wgtn.12319349.v1
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0610341104

W by Bolad ) sslad aniy g slady Jlow oZia s 5 jsl g as /e

Hasanli, Kawus va Liyla Ahmadiyan. “Baz Nimud-i Rang-ha-yi Zard, Sabz va Banafsh dar
Shahnamah-yi Firdawst”. Nasr Pazhihi Adab Farsi(Adab va Zaban), no. 23 (2008/1387): 59-88.

Ibn Yamin, Fakhr al-Din Mahmuad. Diwan-i Ash@r-i Ibn Yamin Faryimadi. ed. Husayn ‘Alx
Bastani Rad. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-yi Sana i, 1939/1318.

Isfahani, Kamal al-Din Isma‘il. Diwan-i Khallag al-Maani Aba al-Fazl Kamal al-Din Isma ‘i
Isfahant. ed. Husayn Bahr al-“Ulami. Tehran: Dihkhuda, 1969/1348.

Jami Khurasani, ‘Abd al-Rahman. Masnavi Haft awrang. ed. Murtaza Mudarris Gilani. Tehran:
Mahtab, 1996/1375.

Judi Ni‘mati, Akram. “Tanasub-i Rang-ha dar Suvar-i Khiyal va Hastih-yi Rivayi Shahnamah”.
Pazhihish-i Zaban va Adabiyat-i Farsi, no. 11 (2008/1387): 57-82.

Khajiiy-i Kirmani, Kamal al-Din Aba al-‘Ata. Diwan-i Kamil-i Khajay-i Kirmani. ed. Sa‘id Qani‘1.
Tehran: Bihzad, 1995/1374.

Khagant Shirvani, Afzal al-Din. Diwan-i Khagani Shirvani. ed. Mir Jalal al-Din Kazazi. Tehran:
Markaz, 1996/1375.

Mu ‘iz, Muhammad. Kulliyat-i Diwan-i Mu ‘i ed. Nasir Hiri. Tehran: Marzban, 2009/1388.

Nasr Allah Munshi, Aba al-Ma‘ali. Kaliah va Damnah. ed. Mujtaba Minawi. Tehran: Thalith,
2009/1388.

Nizami Ganjavi, Jamal al-Din. Liyli va Majnan. ed. Sa‘id Hamidiyan. Tehran: Qatrih, 1997/1376.
Nizami Ganjavi, Jamal al-Din. Makhzan al-Asrar. ed. Sa’dd Hamidiyan. Tehran: Qatrih, 1997/1376.
Qaani Shirazi, Mirza Habib Allah. Diwan-i Hakim Qaani Shirazi. ed. Nasir Hiri. Tehran: Gulsha i,
1984/1363.

Sa‘d-i Salman, Mas ad. Diwan- Mas ' id+ Sa‘d-i Salman. ba Mugaddamah-yi Sa‘id Nafisi, ed.
Parwiz Babayi. Tehran: Nigah, 1995/1374.

Sa‘di, Muslih ibn ‘Abd Allah. Kulliyati Sadr ed. Muhammad ‘Al Furighi. Tehran: Hirmis,
2006/1385.

Saib Tabrizi, Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali. Diwan-i S4’ib-i Tabrizi. ed. Muhammad Qahraman. Tehran:

Intisharat-i ‘Ilmi va Farhangi, 1985/1364.



EV/ g8 alialis (yie 5o 35503 b usls Gl 5 i Lo (i Sy i3 ¢ Sl

Sanat Ghaznavi, Abu al-Majd. Diwan-i Hakim Sana’i Ghaznavi. ba Muqaddamah-yi Badi‘ al-Zaman
Furizanfar, ed. Parwiz Babay1. Tehran: Azadmihr, 2002/1381.

Savaji, Salman. Kulliyat-i Salman Savaji. ed. ‘Abbas ‘Al Vafayi. Tehran: Anjuman-i Asar va
Mafakhir-i Farhangi, 1997/1376.

Umid Salar, Mahmid. 87 va du Magalah dar Nagd va Tashih-i Mutin-i Adabi. Tehran: Bunyad-i
Mugqufat-i Afshar, 2010/1389.

Zabiti Jahrumi, Ahmad. Sinima va Sakhtar-i Tasavir-i Shi‘rT dar Shahnamah. Tehran: Kitan-i Fara,

1999/1378.



