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Abstract:

Purpose: Endowments of the Qajar period are among the most important resources that demon-
strates the social, economic, cultural and religious conditions of Iran of the time. Female endow-
ments are particularly important among the different classes and groups of Iranian society that
have endowed. Investigating the content of women's endowments is important since they display
both quantity and quality of endowments among women. They also demonstrate womens partici-
pation in social activities of the period. The purpose of the research is to study the contents of the
endowments of the women in Sari and Barforoush during the Qajar period, to distinguish their
characteristics and functions as well as the social status of the women.

Method and Research Design: Endowments and some historical library resources were studied
and analyzed in a descriptive and analytical way.

Results and conclusion: The result show that there are few differences between women and men’s
endowments in Sari and Barforoush in the Qajar period considering their characteristics and
functions. The endowments had religious and social functions and were considered for the fol-
lowing purposes: mourning, charitable deeds, seminary students' expenses, publishing religious
books, public services, and supporting the life expenses of the children of the person who endows.
Endowments were mostly piece of land, a house, a shop, a garden, a bath or a caravanserai. The
women were among the rich and noblemen, merchants, and landowners. The women'’s social
status depended on their father or husband except the ones that themselves were a midwife or tra-
gedian (Ta’ziye khan). Their father or husband were mostly coppersmith, doctor, surgeon, butcher,
judge, merchant, tailor, muezzin, Muslim clergyman, and grocer.
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English Translation of References

Documents

Asnad-e Edare-ye Owqaf-e Sahrestan-e Sari (Documents of the Department of Awqaf
and Charity Affairs of Sari)
Classified documents: ;6/ s 35/ 5201/ &) 5140/ all 5119/l 553/l 517/l 515/ ol
56/ 54/5 314/ 512/ 511/¢ 35/¢ 5540 5290 328/ 37/ 36/ 52810 2410 510/ 57/
$16/ o 37/ i 33l w32/ o 31w 317153 31305 510733615 3473 3305 32/53 335/ 5 328/ 313/ 5 310/,
;14/8513/839/8 37/ 835/ 8 54/ 8 52/ 851/ ;50/&;17/&;17“9 3800371 5 561 o 51/ o
;139/(= ;119/<= ;85/5 ;77/5 ;55/(3 ;52/<= ;35/(= ;32/(= S 5318 3818 54/S 52/ S 5315 518/
18/539/8 5810 54/0 5218 31/8 5457/ 5404/ . [Persian]

Asnad-e Edare-ye Owqaf-e Sahrestan-e Babol (Documents of the Department of Awqaf
and Charity Affairs of Babol)
Classified documents: ;109/Call ;108/a)l 373/ all 565/l 562/Ca) 534/ all 529/())
65/ 33/ 337/ 51218 38/ 57/ 361 32/ 310 519/ 31010 36/ 34/ 5119/
2313/ 335/ 537/ 5313350/ ¢ 46/ 544/ & 334/ § 328/ & 515/¢ 514/ 512/ 37/% 193/
516/5 513155 399/ L 380/ w363/ o 317/ w39/ ow 31173 35/53 3403 32/ 579/ 5352/ 5317/
$21/3 34/ 33/ 32/ 310/ 5179/g 5116/¢ 52/ 10510/ 1036/ 0 33/ 0 32/ o0 344/ s 524/ s
397/p 393/ ¢ 574/p 551/ p 546/ 529/p 523/p 516/ 515/p 3915 56/3 51/S 344/ 3 544/ B 332/ 3
24/6313/038/0 316/ 310/ ;1012/<= ;1004/<: ;957/¢ ;228/<= ;175/3 ;123/5. [Persian]

Asnad-e Edare-ye Owqaf-e Sahrestdn-e Nogahr (Documents of the Department of Awqaf
and Charity Affairs of Noshahr)

Classified documents: 49/ z 3120/ &JI. [Persian|
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