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Abstract

Considering the importance of stories and legends in cultural anthropology, the present
study deals with the classification of rites of passage in the stories and legends of North
Khorasan; the questions which are raised are, on what basis can the rites of passage be
classified in the stories and legends of North Khorasan, and what anthropological and
cultural characteristics does each one have? The aim of the present research is to introduce
the rites of passage as one of the components of cultural anthropology to researchers in
the field of social sciences, literature and history by studying the stories and legends of
this area. The research, carried out using a descriptive-analytical method according to
Van Gennep’s views, relied on three collections: “Forty-Handed Tree”, “The Nights of
the Desert” and “The Legends of Khorasan: Esfarayen”. The results indicate that in these
stories and legends, the four important components of the rites of passage are birth, puberty,
marriage and death. According to the stages that the transitioner goes through, especially
in marriage and death, a cultural model can be-achieved. The rituals of marriage in these
works are taken from the common life of the people of North Khorasan and are part of its
enduring culture, being a symbol of blessing, many children, great joy and happiness, and
other people’s enjoyment in this happiness and blessing. Furthermore, the influence of
agricultural and animal husbandry culture on some collective movements in large circles
is a sign of ethnic unity and convergence. The rites of passage of death are also derived
from the religion of the people of this region and are in harmony with their culture. By
examining and analyzing these works, it is possible to identify functions such as preserving
social values and traditions, connecting the passerby with sanctity, helping to make the pass
easier, and consolidating bonds and group-solidarity in performing the rites of passage.
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