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Intertextual Study of the Implications of Recreating
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh in Juvayni’s Historiography

Majid Houshangi *

Abstract

In the modern system of criticism and analysis of works, the meaning of the text
depends on the discovery of the relationships between the subject and the pre-texts,
the implicit and explicit memories of the work, as well as the metatextual
components that give birth to it; intertextual analysis forms its theoretical basis and
methodology. Among the theorists of this method, Roland Barthes allows the
audience to get new and creative interpretations and meanings by the arrangement of
the texts and the discovery of the overt and covert layers of the works in each other.
On the other hand, between history and literature, in addition to commonalities and
philosophical confrontations, there are hidden links and emerging meanings; one of
the examples of which can be found in the systematic connection between Juvayni's
historiography in Jahangushay and Ferdowsi's epic writing in Shahnameh.
Therefore, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this research tries to discover
a new meaning in why Jahangushay history was created in relation to its dominant
pre-text, Shahnameh. Considering the relationships between aspects and dimensions
of the influence in the formation of some structural elements, the comparative
explanation of the literary perspective, and the analysis of the identity and
motivational categories of the texts in relation to each other, one can conclude that
in his historiography, not only was Juvayni influenced by Ferdowsi's technique and
method, but in a confrontational system, he has tried to recreate a text on the level of
the Shahnameh and revive a national epic in prose form.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Roland Barthes, Historiography, Juvayni’s Jahangushay,
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh
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