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Abstract

The argument from illusion and the argument from
hallucination refute the directness of visual perceptual
experience. Although the first argument includes at least two
disputable premises (the phenomenal principle and the
common kind assumption), the second one just includes the
common kind assumption. I will illustrate that the arguments,
not only have different premises, but concern different
subjects. The argument from illusion concerns the object of
visual perceptual experience, but the argument from
hallucination concerns the nature of the experience. On the
basis of this consideration, I will propose the two different
senses of directness. According to the first sense, an
experience is direct, if it is directed to the world itself. But
according to the second sense, an experience is direct, if the
world itself, notably not its representation, constitutes the
experience.
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perceptual experience, phenomenal principle, common kind
assumption.

Extended Abstract

The argument from illusion and the argument from hallucination are one
of the most discussed arguments in the history of philosophy of
perception. Traditionally, the arguments are offered in order to support
the sense datum theories. But it could be argued that the arguments,
rather than prove the existence of sense data, conclude that the object of
visual perception experience is not the external object in the world.
Therefore the arguments refute the directness of visual perceptual
experience. I can define the mentioned directness as follows: in normal
circumstances, a subject S is in front of an external object O, in a way that
O (or, its reflected light arrays) causally affects S’s retina and optic nerves.
S’s visual perceptual experience is direct, if the object of the experience is
0. For short, S’s visual experience is direct, if S sees O, not for example its
sense datum.

The argument from illusion relies upon two controversial premises: the
phenomenal principle and the common kind assumption. According to the
phenomenal principle, if it seems that something has the property P, then
there is something which has P. The common kind assumption declares
that the subject’s mental state in the case of veridical perceptual
experiences is fundamentally of a same kind of the subject’s mental state in
case of defectives experiences (such as illusion). Therefore veridical and
non-veridical experiences must share a same account.

Intentionalism and disjunctivism, as the two leading theories in the
contemporary philosophy of perception, reject the argument from illusion.
But their strategies differ. Intentionalism denies the phenomenal principle,
but disjunctivism mainly rebuts the common kind assumption (although it
could refute the phenomenal principle either).

On the other hand, the argument from hallucination just has one
contentious premise: the common kind assumption. There is no
phenomenal principle in the argument to reject. Thus, it appears that
intentionalism could not support perceptual directness against the
argument. However disjunctivism still could espouse directness. Just now
certain question could be raised: Is the directness targeted by the
argument from hallucination is of the exact same kind of directness
targeted by the argument from illusion?

In order to answer that, I examine the similarities and differences of the
arguments, far beyond the issue of different premises. First take a look at
the similarities. The arguments both deny some kind of perceptual
directness and both share a same core. The core can be summarized as
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follows: a) the unsuccessful experiences have certain negative accounts, b)
successful and unsuccessful experiences share a same account, c)
successful experiences have that negative accounts. For the differences, I
argue that the argument from illusion is more general than the argument
from hallucination. The argument from illusion could be considered as the
generic form of the argument from perceptual error. The perceptual error
includes hallucination and any other defective experience as well as
illusion. Although hallucination can be applied to the argument from
illusion, but the reverse could not be held. The argument from
hallucination is a special kind of arguments against perceptual directness,
just restricted to the cases of hallucination.

The argument from hallucination essentially denies the sensory
awareness of the external world, not just that the object of perceptual
experience is not the object in the world which causally affects the
perceptual experience. The main concern of the argument is the nature of
the experience, rather than the existence of special kind of objects as
object of perception. The argument maintains that veridical perceptual
experiences are not sensory awareness of the external world, not just that
perceptual experiences are sensory awareness of something other than the
external objects. It is theoretically possible that the (direct) object of
perceptual experience is not the external object which causes the
perceptual experience, but the experience still (at least indirectly)
provides us sensory awareness of the external world. Thus it seems that
the directness targeted by the argument from hallucination is much more
fundamental than the directness targeted by the argument from illusion.

On the basis of this consideration, I will propose two different senses of
perceptual directness. According to the first sense, an experience is direct,
if it is directed to the world itself. The object of perception is the object in
the world which causes the experience. But according to the second sense,
an experience is direct, if the world itself, notably not its representation,
constitutes the experience. The perceptual experience is constitutively a
sensory awareness relation to the world. I will argue that the first sense of
directness does not necessarily lead to the second sense of directness. Thus
if the first sense of directness is sufficient for direct realism, then it is not
mandatory to commit a theory to the second sense.
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