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Abstract

This research indicates that in the Gospel of Thomas, a noncanonical gospel,
Jesus is portrayed simply as a human being, suggesting that his essence is
similar to that of other individuals. Unlike in traditional narratives, Jesus is
not depicted as being crucified for the redemption of sins, nor does he
experience death and resurrection during Easter. Instead, he articulates a
transformative promise: those who partake of his teachings will attain a life
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akin to his, free from the grasp of death. In the Gospel of Thomas, Jesus
imparts his esoteric wisdom through distinctive statements, brief dialogues,
and parables, emphasizing illumination over the conventional concepts of
sin and repentance for salvation. The focus is on the living Jesus,
disassociated from the atonement narrative of Adam and Eve's
transgressions. Jesus, in the gospel of Thomas, emerges as a divine guide,
aiming to unveil the path to spiritual enlightenment for his followers.

Key words: Early Christianity, Nag Hammadi Library, Jesus, The Gospel of
Thomas, Historical Jesus

Extended Abstract

Archaeological discoveries have provided researchers with valuable
resources to better understand ancient conditions. A significant find is the
Nag Hammadi Library, uncovered 70 years ago, containing 52 ancient
Christian texts. Among them, the Gospel of Thomas stands out, previously
known only through church writings as heretical. Some scholars view it as
a wisdom text from early Christianity, influencing Matthew and Luke's
Gospels. The Gospel of Thomas emphasizes a non-miraculous, worldly
perspective, highlighting the importance of understanding the saying of
"the living Jesus" for avoiding spiritual death.

Since the discovery of the Gospel of Thomas, researchers have explored
its significance in historical studies of Jesus. Scholars divide on its
importance: some consider it a primitive text, emphasizing its role in
reconstructing the life and teachings of historical Jesus, while others view it
as later, Gnostic, or both, casting doubt on its value for historical inquiry.
Scholars like John Dominic Crossan acknowledge Thomas as an earf;
document, predating the canonical Gospels. Despite historical
controversies, it is now recognized as a significant document for studying
Christian roots and historical Jesus.

The text discusses similarities between the portrayal of Jesus in canonical
and non-canonical Gospels. It suggests parallels between Jesus and the living
Buddha in Eastern texts, indicating cultural exchange between Christians
and Thomasian Buddhists in South India. The Gospel of Thomas, resembling
the Gospel of John, emphasizes mystical and wisdom-oriented themes. In
John, Jesus is depicted as the Holy One, the Son of God, and the Word
incarnate. The contrast with the Gospel of Thomas lies in the absence of a
focus on Jesus' crucifixion in the latter, challenging the exclusive divinity
attributed to Jesus in John.

The Gospel of Thomas begins with the sentence, "These are the secret
sayings that the living Jesus spoke, and Judas Thomas recorded."
Emphasizing Jesus' living nature is a recurring theme in this unofficial
gospel. Scholars interpret it as a sign of the potential separation of early
Christian communities from Jews or as a reflection of deep conflicts between
Gnostic Christians and Jews in the second century AD. However, the spiritual
significance surpasses the historical context, stressing the believer's
constant awareness of the living Lord. Jesus warns about focusing solely on
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the "living One," avoiding death by understanding his teachings. The
ambiguity revolves around life, death, and the unity of origin, aligning with
Gnostic ideas.

The nature of Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas is explored in various
dialogues, emphasizing self-awareness. Jesus identifies himself as the "Son
of Man" and the fiery essence of the kingdom, distinct from earthly leaders.
He refers to himself as the cornerstone rejected by builders, echoing Psalm
118. In conversations, Jesus urges understanding beyond external
appearances, emphasizing inner truth. He rejects titles like "Master,"
emphasizing "unity". The Gospel uniquely focuses on self-discovery,
deterring reliance on external knowledge. Jesus encourages disciples to seek
self-awareness, warning against external distractions from inner
illumination.

The message of Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas revolves around
soteriology, emphasizing salvation through spiritual knowledge. Jesus,
described as "alive," imparts esoteric wisdom to chosen disciples, guiding
them towards the realm of light and the Father's kingdom. He urges
followers to transcend material concerns and emphasizes self-awareness for
salvation. Jesus, the unifier, advocates a life focused on spiritual
understanding rather than material pursuits. In Thomas, salvation lies in
acquiring the key knowledge, gnosis, leading to a reunion with the divine.
The Gospel focuses on Jesus' salvific teachings rather than doctrinal details,
emphasizing self-realization and the pursuit of a meaningful existence.

Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas spea]Es of his authority, otfering eternal life
to those who understand his words and conveying esoteric "living Jesus"
sayings in a distinct tone and structure. Thomas portrays Jesus not as a
crucified savior but as a source of wisdom and power, emphasizing spiritual
teachings through enigmatic dialogues and short parables. In this gospel,
Jesus embodies a universal light, eschewing physical miracles or explicit
prophecies. Unlike official Christian theology, Thomas aligns more closely
with Islamic views of Jesus, presenting him as an eternal presence, a unifier
imparting self-awareness, accessible to all. The understanding of Jesus's
words requires no specific interpreter, encouraging individuals to directly
grasp their spiritual significance. Within the chosen disciples, Thomas
stands out, coexisting with Jesus yet also designating Jacob as the righteous
successor and leader of future Christians.
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