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Regarding the analysis of voluntary action, there are two general attitudes in
Western philosophy: causal explanation and non-causal rational explanation.
The first view has been the classic and common theory in the history of
Western philosophy and thought, but the second has been formed in the
contemporary century. According to the first view, the inner elements of the
agent, i.e., desire, intention and belief, have a causal relationship with his
action, and the explanation of the action based on them is an example of
causal explanation. John Searle, a famous contemporary philosopher who
defends the second view, lists six assumptions for the first theory and
criticizes them. Based on the words of Searle and other proponents of the
first view, this article explains, rationally analyzes and evaluates Searle's six
assumptions and his criticisms.The mentioned assumptions are: the causality
of beliefs and desires for rational actions, rationality as following certain
principles and rules, rationality as a separate cognitive faculty, weakness of
will caused by disturbance in the psychological antecedents of the action,
denial of desire-independent reasons for action and realization of rationality
in the assumption of consistent collection of previous desires. Searle believes
that these assumptions are incomplete. Some of Searle's criticisms and his
positive views are debatable, including that the agent himself is the cause of
action, not his beliefs and desires, and that Searle's idea of the desire-
independent reason is incomplete and there is a desire in this kind of reason.
The rationality includes primary goals and beliefs.
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Extended Abstract

Regarding the analysis of voluntary action, there are two general attitudes in Western philosophy:
causal explanation and non-causal rational explanation. The first view has been the classic and
common theory in the history of Western philosophy and thought, but the second has been formed
in the contemporary century. According to the first view, the inner elements of the agent, i.e.,
desire, intention and belief, have a causal relationship with his action, and the explanation of the
action based on them is an example of causal explanation.

John Searle, a famous contemporary philosopher who defends the second view, calling the first
theory, “the Classical Model of Rationality”, discovers six constitutive assumptions behind it and
criticizes them. Based on the words of Searle and other proponents of the first view, this article
explains, rationally analyzes and evaluates Searle’s six assumptions and his criticisms.

The mentioned assumptions are as bellow:

1. Beliefs and desires function both as efficient causes for our actions, and rationality is a matter
of coordinating beliefs and desires so that they cause actions in the right way;

2. Rationality is a matter of obeying special principles and rules that make the distinction
between rational and irrational thought and behavior;

3. Rationality is a separate cognitive faculty, even the most distinctive of human capacities;

4. Because rational actions are caused by beliefs and desires, weakness of will is caused only by
disturbance in the psychological antecedents of the action;

5. Practical reason starts with the agent’s primary ends, including his fundamental desires and
objectives, but these are not themselves subject to rational constraints;

6. The rationality works only if the set of primary desires is consistent.

Searle doesn’t agree with these assumptions and has important objections on them as bellow:

1. Searle dening the causality of beliefs and desires for rational action, believes that only anti-
rational or irrational actions are the result of beliefs and desires. Searle claims that the actions that
are really the result of previous beliefs and desires are not only not rational, but in fact they are
unconventional and usually irrational;

2. Searle does not deny that there are no rules to help us make rational decisions, on the contrary,
there are a large number of practical rules and principles. His claim is that rationality in thought as
well as in action is not defined by any set of rules, but the structure of intentional states and the
constitutive rules of speech acts already contain constraints of rationality;

3. Searle states that human beings do not have any separate faculty of rationality distinct from
such capacities as those for language, thought, perception, and the various forms of intentionality,
His argument is that rational constraints are already built into the structure of intentionality in
general and language in particular. Once you have intentional states such as beliefs, desires, hopes
and fears, and especially, once you have language, then the constraints of rationality are also
fulfilled;
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4 .Searle believes that weakness of will is the natural and conventional form of irrationality, and
the natural consequence of the gap between action and its causes. According to the classical model,
cases of weakness of will are literally impossible;

5. According to Searle, the clearest problem with the classical model is that there are many
reasons, such as duties, that have a motivating effect on action, yet are not of the nature of desire.
There are cases where the actor has no desire to perform an action, even though he performs that
action. In these cases, there is a desire-independent reason for action; That is, there is a reason to
perform an action regardless of what is in his motivational set when performing the action;

6. Searle believes that the existence of inconsistent reasons for action is common and
unavoidable. There is no rational requirement for the condition that rational decision-making must
begin with a consistent set of desires.

Some of Searle’s criticisms and his positive views are debatable like:

1. Searle has given an unsatisfactory interpretation of the classical theory. The effective cause
of volitional actions is the agent himself, not his beliefs and desires, as Searle stated, because they
are dependent on the agent. It seems that his interpretation comes from Searle’s special view on
the self. Considering Humean self unsatisfactory for explaining intentional actions, Searle proposes
the “formal self”. In fact, this formal self is not a real entity, thus he attributed voluntary actions to
beliefs and desires. In our opinion, this account of the self is incorrect and can not provide a theory
of action.

2. In his idea of “the desire-independent reason”, Searle Referrs the reason of an action to things
such as commitment and duty, but this attempt is unsuccessful. Such entities don’t solve the
problem; because the question can be asked why we want to fulfill our commitment and duty. Why
do we take on a commitment or duty at all? After accepting an obligation, is it not possible to
violate it? In real, accepting a commitment and sticking to it also comes from agent’s desires and
goals. Therefore, there is a desire in this kind of reason as wel.

3. As Searle stated the rationality includes primary goals and beliefs.

4. Searle’s analysis of the problem of weakness of will is incomplete. He reduced the weakness
of will to the impossibility of realizing many options, while considering the agent’s conditions and
limitations, this fact is obvious and undeniable. What is discussed in the weakness of the will is
that we humans act irationality in many cases; That is, we consider something as not useful but
harmful, but in the position of action, we act against this belief. Therefore, the problem of weakness
of will in the irrational choice of the agent is the clash of his desires. In this way, Searle has not
been able to open a way for the problem of weakness of will.
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