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Extended Abstract
Introduction

It may be said that the dominant philosophy in the contemporary philosophy has taken the form of
"metaphilosophy” and philosophy does not have understanded in the traditional metaphysical
sense. In "Introduction to Metaphilosophy", Sgren Orgaard and his colleagues named a branch of
philosophy that discusses what philosophy is and how and why one should philosophize as
"metaphilosophy” (Orgaard, 2017, 13). Colin McGinn also stated that metaphilosophy means
research on the nature of philosophical questions and the methods that should be used to solve
them: "Perhaps the most undeveloped part of philosophy” (McGinn, 2002, 199) and that it is as if
a kind of deliberateness on the part of even the philosophical discourse itself for the rejection. It
understands that it is considered and sometimes useless to enter into the field of metaphilosophy
(McGinn, 2002, 20).

Foucault's reflections on the relationship between philosophy and modernity can be proposed
and analyzed under continental and contemporary metaphilosophy. Foucault's metaphilosophy can
be formulated in the heart of the conflicts and struggles of the French philosophical discourse of
the 20th century. Philosophy, human sciences and culture in France were influenced by three main
intellectual traditions: 1- Merleau-Ponty and Edmund Husserl's phenomenology and accordingly
the project of modern philosophy represented by Descartes, Kant and Hegel. 2- Jean-Paul Sartre's
existentialism and the ideas of founder of the philosophy of existence, Sgren Kierkegaard. 3-
Marxism, Freudianism, Neo-Marxist and Neo-Freudian readings (Burns, 1986, 34-35).

Findings

Although Foucault was influenced by some of the main insights of the above-mentioned
intellectual-philosophical currents, he did not sympathize with them, and even sometimes had a
critical encounter with some of them, including Marxism and its later readings. Contrary to the
dominant view in phenomenology, he decentralized the concept of subject and by criticizing the
hermeneutic approach, he searched for the truth of meaning in the context of the relationship
between culture, society and knowledge. Along with some structuralists like Levi-Strauss, he paid
attention to construction, texture and objective formations

In Foucault's point of view, "renewed sleep” is the result of Kant's philosophy and turning the
question of "what is a Human being" into the fundamental question of philosophy" (Foucault, 1970,
340). But Foucault returns to Kant at the end of his life and discusses what the Enlightenment essay
is. Foucault considered Kant as the first philosopher who thinks about "History of the Present".

In the order of things, Foucault tries to analyze the periods of Human knowledge, including
"philosophy", by the method of genealogy. The main points of Foucault's views on philosophy
(which is, of course, in a negative way and in the criticism of the philosophy of modernity) are in
his discussion of "the age of modernity”, which we have discussed more in our writing in order to
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more closely relate Foucault's discussion with our topic, and from the periods of renaissance and
classics less.

Conclusion

Epistemic structure in every age is a hidden structure that predetermines the obvious structures of
consciousness in various scientific discourses, for example, the emergence of man as a subject or
object becomes possible in the light of such structures.Foucault considers one of the most important
changes in the Renaissance epistemology to be the change in the attitude towards madness and,
accordingly, the attitude towards reason and rationality: "In the Renaissance era, madness was
present everywhere and was mixed with everything along with its images and dangers. During the
classical period, madness was also depicted, but on the other side of the bars. Even if he was present
in the society, his distance from others would still be maintained and his intellect would be
monitored. A reason that no longer felt any relation between itself and madness and was not
interested in tarnishing its reputation by being too close to it" (Foucault, 1999, 70).

Foucault's Episteme is another understanding Heidegger's world, in Heidegger's philosophy, the
world is a network of relations of presence, and in Foucault's philosophy, the network of relations
of presence becomes a network of power relations. The episteme is the network of power relations
(Khaatami, 2016, 198-204).

Foucault did not look at Human Nature from an ontological and philosophical perspective and
agreed with the strategy of moving away from the humanistic and subject-oriented tendencies of
Levi Strauss, Lacan and Louis Althusser. This style of thought sought to question the humanist
assumptions, the most important of them is the centralization of the human subject in research. He
did not give credit to names, faces or, as he said, the author. As Nietzsche declarationed the death
of God, Foucault declarationed the death of man. Following Lacan, he followed the theory of the
subject's destruction and applied it in the theory of the death of the Author. By attacking the
condition of the subject, he criticized baseless of Kant's transcendental subject and declarationed
the death of man (Zeimraan, 2001, 7-6).
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' metaphilosophy
" Metaphilosophy was established in 1970 by Terry Bynum and Richard Reese, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/14679973.
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