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Abstract

Mirza Abdullah Gorgi Esfahani is one of the prominent food-poets in the 13™ century
Hijri, having composed noteworthy poems using one of the branches of satire; parody,
and hence having displayed both his own satirical art and the problems and shortages of
his time. This research first tries to give a certain definition of parody and then analyze
Gorgi Esfahani's parodies. The objective is to investigate these parodies in detail using
content analysis and obtain less noted valuable points. The analysis of these parodies
reveals four 'individual', 'cultural and social', historical and economic', and 'religious’
fields in the poems of this poet. These views are partly entertaining and satirical,
especially regarding the superficial processes of the poems, but delving into the hidden
layers of these parodies reveals a kind of dark satire and critical aspects that are very

important for being acquainted with the life and time of this poet.
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Mirza Abdullah GorgiEsfahani is one of the prominent food-poets in the \Ythe century
Hijri, having composed noteworthy poems using one of the branches of satire; parody,
and hence having displayed both his own satirical art and the problems and shortages of
his time. This research first tries to give a certain definition of parody and then analyze
GorgiEsfahani's parodies. The objective is to investigate these parodies in detail using
content analysis and obtain less noted valuable points. The analysis of these parodies
reveals four 'individual', 'cultural and social', 'historical and economic', and 'religious'
fields in the poems of this poet.

The analysis of Eshteha's individual field of poems is important because it discloses
the sources of the poet's many wishes, emotions, feelings, words and deeds and his
desperate longing for food. His yearning for overeating may have different reasons; it
may be due to some psychological and psychotic helplessness, a loss of self-esteem,
successive deprivations, and long-term regrets. Some of these signs have been reflected
in Eshteha's poems. In addition to these regrets and envies, what is more revealing is the
poet'sadmission of his overeating and various tricks used for his insatiable hunger. In
every part of his anthology, Eshteha gives priority to his desire for eating over every
other thing. But, the thing that most interests Eshteha in foods is the relationship
between his five senses and foods. To further show his enjoyment in foods, the poet has
brought the sounds of cooking tools and made the best use of the five faculties of
hearing, smell, sight, taste and even touch in his parodies, among which are the sounds
of foods he has heard that have been a source of enjoyment for him. However, some
other foods are noteworthy more due to their smell. Another territory is related to what
he has seen. Eshteha's appetite is usually excited by seeing the colors of foods. In his
poems, it is the colors of red and yellow that are most of all used for describing foods. It
is interesting to know that there is a rare use of tastes and flavors for the description of
foods in his poems; but the sweet taste can be seen more than other tastes. Another
interesting point is that Eshteha has been so overwhelmed with hunger that he has not
cared about flavors and has not thus described tastes in detail. What matters most for the
poetis his yearning for overeating to overcome shortages and giving priority to the
quantity of foods over their quality.

Eshteha's parodies also deal with the cultural and social area, criticizing the people
of his time who have not been honest with him. He indirectly expresses his
dissatisfaction over the general policies pervading the atmosphere of the society and

voices criticisms for the preference of planting tobacco and opium seeds over
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watermelon and cucumber seeds. In addition to his implicit criticisms, Mirza Abdullah
has provided a wealth of information on common beliefs about foods.

Regarding historical and economic field, it must be said that the time of Mirza
Abdullah coincides with the rule of Naser al-Din Shah. On one hand, the incompetency
of the statesmen and on the other hand, the influence of foreign governments including
Russia and Britain which had already been in Iran had caused corruption and wreaked
havoc to economy.Eshteha has mentioned some of these events in his poems, including
the second round of Russo-Persian Wars which led to the Treaty of Turkmenchay.
Historical records also show that the people of this era had a difficult time and lived in
poverty.

Concerning the religious field, it must be noted that Eshteha has levelled criticism at
hypocritical ascetics; those who seek for both the material world and God and end up
nowhere.

On the surface, these views arepartly entertaining and satirical; however, beneath the
surface layers of these parodies are hidden a bitter satire and critical aspects which are

absolutely essential for understating the life and time of this poet.
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