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Abstract

Hegemony and socialist strategy; towards radical democratic politics of Laclau and
Moff (1985), in the face of the confusion of the new left proposed the theory of radical
democracy. This theory is progressive in at least two respects: 1. Democracy based on
antagonistic politics. Laclau and Muoffe stated that controversy is a part of politics and
hegemony is the only way to control it, but in contingent situations, the demands of
opposing discourses can be articulated around an empty signifier and a new hegemony
can replace previous hegemony. This process opens the way beyond Hobbesian
pessimistic realism (and its authoritarianism) and Kant's mora idedlism (and its
conciliatory democracy); 2- Positive postmodernism in the form of the idea of post-
fundamentalism. By accepting open and temporary hegemony, Laclau and Muoffe not
only supported pluralism and its accompanying particularism, but also established an
authority (reference) for political decisions and actions, thus it moves beyond universal
fundamentalism to the Habermasian type and specifical anti-fundamentalism to the
Deleuze type. The former implies accepting the authority of reason to eiminate
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differences in the process of communicative action, and the latter implies the separation
of minorities from the mgjority and the rejection of any general authority for political
action. Nevertheless, there are till fundamental criticisms of Laclau and Muoffe's
intellectual project, including the superiority of the political over the economic and the
social; the weakness of the subject's action; Western-centerism, and the Tendency to
neo-Kantian transcendence.

Keywords: Laclau and Muoffe, Radical Democracy, Antagonism, Political, Hegemony,
Post-Marxism, Post-Fundamentalism.

The book “Hegemony and Socialist Strategy; Toward a Radical-Democratic Politics’,
the joint work of Laclau and Mouffe is a response to the confusion of Marxist thought
in the 1980s, and in front of two solutions, oneis the Marxist revolution and the other is
the acceptance of liberal democracy, it proposes a new idea called radical democracy.
In order to change the socidlist strategy, they present a new reading of Marxism: first,
they replace the discourse conflict with the class conflict. In other words, they declare
that what creates the identity of the subjects is not the class but the discourses. As a
result, these discourses create the subject; second, instead of Marxist linear history, they
replace contingent and event-based history. Third, conflict and controversy
(antagonism) are an inseparable part of social life, and the revolution does not eliminate
this characteristic.

Therefore, according to them, the political revolution will not change the reality of
the social issue, nor will it lead us to the end of history, but will cause the totalitarian
hegemony of a discourse, such an approach also rejects the consensus of reason as a
definitive and final solution. That is, it considers the possibility of rational consensus
between discourses impossible because the conflict is over identities; that is about being
different. In addition, power existsin all realms and spaces, so calling for rationality isa
kind of idealistic proposal. Therefore, the solution of Laclau and Mouffe is to
democratize the conflict of discourses. It means to consider the hegemony of discourse
as a natural result of the conflict of discourses and to provide a framework for its
regularization.

Based on this, Laclau and Mouffe describe the constructive elements of discourses
and hegemony. According to Laclau and Mouffe, the relationship between discoursesis
not rigid, stable, and definite. That is, discourses are formed in the face of other
discourses and not based on inherent and fixed ideas. The result is that the competing
discourse always defines each other's discourse boundaries. But how can the
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relationship between discourses be democratized? Their answer is temporary hegemony.
A discourse can become hegemonic over others by articulating itself according to social
position. That is, any discourse that is more inclusive and provides a more inclusive
articulation of its central signifier and floating signifiers in accordance with the social
situation can determine the form and nature of the political order. This hegemony does
not lead to dictatorship for three reasons. power is not one and zero and there is always
the possibility of resistance. The social arena is always contingent and the events in it
cannot be predicted. There is no complete, definitive, and predetermined discourse, or,
as Laclau and Mouffe say, no discourse has a final stitch. Therefore, it is possible to
change discourses. In simple terms, the fluidity of discourses and the intertwined
boundaries of discourses have intertwined us and others. Therefore, it is not possible to
remove the competitor's discourse. As a result of opposing the discourses, the
competitor must replace them.

Finaly, the idea of Lecleau and Mouffe made post-Marxist thought progress,
because they turned hegemony into the general logic of the political. Hegemony no
longer operates in the former political realm - such as the government or party - but in
the social arena. Where different identities argue with each other and as a result of the
logic of equivalence and accumulated demands, semantic signifiers overlap, and to be
more precise, demands are articulated around empty signifiers such as people. A
temporary hegemony is formed to meet the new demand. This hegemony does not mean
the end of differences and the achievement of a stable consensus. The idea of radical
democracy of Lecleau and Mouffe helps to increase the number of participating groups
in the construction of political order.

Laclau and Mouffe's ideas have received serious criticism, such as: they did not
differentiate between the discourse and non-discourse areas. The role of institutions in
the formation of discoursesis not clear. They have assumed that politics determines the
field of society and economy. They do not consider independence for the subject.
Radical democracy is not very compatible with the history of non-western societies, and
finally, the idea of Laclau and Mouffe reproduces Kant's transcendentalism.

In other words, their thinking is idedlistic and gullible. Among others, Antonio
Negri declares that Laclau and Mouffe ignore the reality of the transition from industrial
capitalism to cognitive capitalism and that new working classes have been formed
around immaterial work. These new workers have become a heterogeneous whole and
creative action has become a multitudinal, which can be turned into a revolutionary
force through organization. In other words, Laclau and Mouffe ignore the capacity of



VEY Sl ¥ 5Lt VY b ol ke (slosaliy 5 Gisia (530S Aol 20 1O

the new working class to bring about fundamental transformation.With these words, the
idea of radical democracy of Leclaus and Mouffe can be considered as a way towards
the reconciliation of Marxism and positive postmodernism, which provides a possibility
to go beyond essentialism, foundationalism, and linear meta-narrative.
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