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Balochi embroidery is one of the most famous traditional
arts among the Baloch people living in Iran and Pakistan.
It is of great importance as a national art in the two country.
The people of these two regions have the same culture in
terms of Balochi embroidery, but the design and technique
distinctions in different regions of Balochistan has led to
the geographical expansion of this art and high diversity in
terms of motifs and methods of execution. The existence of
territorial borders and the lack of familiarity with the way of
sewing and processing patterns, make it necessary to conduct
independent research in this regard. Accordingly, the current
research, which was carried out in a descriptive-analytical
way and based on field and library studies, secks to answer
the following questions: What are the similarities between
the sewing method and pattern design in balochi embroidery
of Iran and Pakistan? And what are the most important
differences in this field? In order to better investigate this
issue, the studied samples were selected among forty
common sewing techniques in the main Balochi embroidery
centers in the Balochistan of Iran and Pakistan, which have
been collected in the form of non-random and purposeful
sampling. The selection criterion of these works was the
patterning, coloring and sewing method, and cosequently
a comparative study has been done. The findings indicate
that although there are significant similarities, the sewing
technique and the way of performing the pattern on the
background fabric make it possible to differentiate between
the Balochi embroidery of these two countries. Also, the
counting of warp and woof in Iranian balochi embroidery,
which is considered a kind of skillful sewing, has established
a special artistic special feature. The traditional colors based
on the seven-color rule are the same in both lands, with the

difference that in the northern parts of Iran’s Balochistan,
dark red is more common and in the southern parts,
bright red, orange, and yellow colors are more common.
Monochrome patterns or fancy color schemes, known in the
local dialect as youth colors, are seen in the needlework of
both countries. In the art of Balochi embroidery, geometric
motifs have the highest position; However, in some cities
of Balochistan, Pakistan, including Karachi, due to the
proximity and influence of Indian tradition, most of the
patterns have moved away from the abstract state, towards
non-geometric and Banarasi motifs. Also, the overall form
of the dress is the same among the Baloch women of Iran
and Pakistan, but there are differences in the density of
motifs and the tendency to be minimal between the Balochi
embroidery art of these two lands. In Balochistan of Iran, the
designs are more intensive, but in Balochistan of Pakistan,
they give more importance to minimal designs
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