61 Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Research Article \olume 28, No. 2, Summer 2023

The Production and Interpretation of Signs in Interactive Art
Based on Baudrillard’s Theory; A Case Study of Team Lab Group’s Artworks”

Rashno HomayounfartiD, Shamsalmolouk Mostafavi™?iD, Hossein Ardalani®iD

"PhD Student in Philosophy of Art, Department of Art Research, Faculty of Art, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,

Iran.

2 Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran. Iran.
3 Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy of Art, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Hamedan Branch, Islamic Azad University

Hamedan, Iran.

(Received: 10 Jan 2023; Received in revised form: 11 Apr 2023; Accepted: 15 Apr 2023)

Nowadays, use of new technologies in creating artworks
lead to the expansion of interactive approaches in art.
Interactive art as a new art that influenced by technology is a
suitable platform to be able to study it based on the thoughts
of contemporary philosopher Jean Baudrillard. In interactive
art, the presence and role of the audience in the completion
of artwork, creates a common sense between the audience
and the artwork Jean Baudrillard, one of the postmodernism
theorists, considers simulation in the contemporary world
as a main factor in the disappearance of reality. According
to Baudrillard’s belief, signs and codes have dominated
all aspects of life, including art, in the postmodern society,
and he has repeatedly expressed his concern that the reality
of the world is being forgotten in the midst of pretense
and signs. The aim of research is by relying on the key
concepts of Baudrillard’s theories such as simulation and
sign value and by examining two examples of Team Lab
designer’s interactive artworks, answers this question: how
reproduction of signs and Baudrillard’s simulation does
occur in interactive art? To achieve this goal, a descriptive-
analytical method was used to collect information using
written and digital sources. The results of the research show
that the presence and action of the audience in interactive
art and the difference in their point of view and the way the
audience communicates with the interactive work, have
created new signs. This reproduction of signs along with
factors such as interaction, imagination, subject and object
and sense of audience leads to the blurring of the distinction
between simulation and reality and the creation of signs
without reference to the real world. In these interactive
artworks, the role of the audience in completing the work

is planned and limited according to the creator’s wishes
and is more close to the artist’s ideas and desires. Since the
creation of a hyperreal space requires requirements such
as believability, computeralness, explorability, interactivity
and immersion, by meeting these requirements in digital
interactive art by the creator of the work and its designers, in
addition to preserving the artist’s idea, attractiveness for the
audience of the work is also created. The lack of reference
to the real world in these works demonstrates Baudrillard’s
creation of the hyper reality in interactive art. The interactive
art invites the audience to participate and consume images
and produce new signs and traps the subject and directs
his thought to the subject, to create an imaginary world.
The audience considers this world as their main goal and is
exposed to responding and expressing the work rather than
trying to underestand and judge, and the audience becomes a
part of artwork and becomes an art object. The results of the
investigation of digital interactive art installations of water
painting and the nature of graffiti are an example of the
domination of signs and the control of the audience by the
codes and machine algorithms considered by Baudrillard,
and a manifestation of the role of modern technology.
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1. Sign. 2. Codes.
3. Simulation. 4. Signifier.
5. Signified. 6. Ferdinand De Saussure.

8. Use Value.

10. Symbolic Value.
12. Code Value.

14. Iconic.

16.Grafiti Nature.

7. Signification.

9. Exchane Value.

11. Sign Value.

13. Mifuneyama Rakuen.
15. Symbolic.

&l i

9 ez Olols)l s jsabay Gl jogs SV OIVAY) oS eyguniginsd
FEF= 1AV LAV o Lo wslis ) egzilo s ply daz 5 ¢ ppolad alolos

ol DAz 8 ddeld lo 0 loj 5 Shi> (VTAY) S gsen]
P e RS0l

Laalis s w (b b dez 5 doosgady (YY) 5 L jos
35 0 PRS0l eyl 05 5l pladiges

B 22510508 (83 595 e Bran sanal> (WWAV) (5 b 09

Cepolas 5 T sy iloio iloidy (OVFAY) (ol e s
R Kb Lo e ez i g

sl gl dax 3 wlidideols 1o ] ESTES VY AR (gl ¢ padus
S OIS g Sl

i dalilad ((guz gl Sgrus oz i ( Jlizms aaslu  (VYAYV) W g sils
A0 DY oles

2 slhoaS aalilad iparie g 4z U 1 ledly (VFAN) Mgens (0l 320



